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CHAP. I. 

A HE next morning Laura rose sooner 
than she was accustomed to do, in the 
expectation of again seeing Lord John 
before he departed; but as he still tra- 
velled in the old style, with his own horses, 
he had set out by the first dawn of light, 
that he might accomplish his day's jour- 
ney without inconv'enience to any of the 
party, quadruped or biped. . 

She took her breakfast, therefore, alone, 
and hastened to the Rectory, where no 
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gambling fiend presided — where disap- 
pointed vice never disturbed the serenity 
of its inhabitants, and where triumphant 
vice never stalked unveiled, and scoffing 
at restraint — where that dignified modesty 
that M'ould not unsought be won, was 
ingrafted on the mind of the one sex, 
and morality, inculcated by example 
more than precept, was extended to both. 

She was overtaken in her walk by Mr. 
Aubrey, who was returning home from the 
village; but he had scarcely exchanged a 
sentence with Laura, when he was accost- 
ed by the deputy of the old steward, who, 
bowing respectfully to his fair companion, 
informed Mr. Aubrey, that he had enquired 
of the Marchioness if she meant to conti- 
nue the appointments of her free-school; 
and that her Ladyship bad not given any 
definitive answer; but he rather supposed 
it was not her intention to drop the insti- 
tution. 

*' But in the interim," replied Mr. 
Aubrey, ** how are welo proceed without 
thii dttinitive answer?* As Ui€ Marchioness 

founded 
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founded this school, from* respect to 
the wishes of her Ladyship^ I have endea- 
voured to support it ; but we are too much 
in arrears, both for clothes and tuition, to 
struggle much longer unsupported by the 
fund her Ladyship promised to appropriate 
for this purpose. I have aUeady advanced 
more money than I could conveniently 
spare, that the mistress might not starve, 
and the children go naked, in the hope 
that when the Marchioness was herself on 
the spot, every thing would be adjusted; 
but I cannot advance much further." 

^' I am very well assured, Sir," replied 
the man, *' that you have behaved in this 
business with your usual goodness and 
liberality; but I really do not know what 
can be.done, unless I apply to my Lord. 
I dare say the Marquis would have no ob- 
jection to continue thething,asitis begun." 

** I will entreat the honour of hearing 
the sentiments, of the Marchioness," re* 
turned IMr. Aubrey, *' and apply for an 
interview with her Ladyship before the cir- 
cumstance is mentioned to Lord Belling-* 

B 2 * ham ; 
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h^m : perhaps she would disapprove of any 
communication which she did not autho* 



rize, " 



The man now withdrawing, after a pause 
of a few moments Mr. Aubrey mentioned 
the departure of Lord John, and Laura 
professed her delight and gratitude that he 
did not leave Adwan ere she arrived there. 
' ** He is a man of excellent principles," 
said Mr. Aubrey; •* and as he never pro- 
fesses a friendship, or even good-wilJ, 
without some previous deliberation, at 
which his judgment assists, the partiality 
he has imbibed for you, my dear Miss 
Delaunie, will, I am certain, be perma- 
nent, and I hope productive of advan- 
tage to you." 

As he concluded the sentence, they 
reached the Rectory, where I^ura was 
always sure of beholding two or three 
little rosy faces at the parlour window, 
awaiting her coming; and the next mo- 
ment they appeared at the open door, to 
which they flew in an emulative contest 
of who should first attain it. 

She 
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She kissed, and thanked them all ; and 
sighed that she could not display her af- 
fection, and receive such proofs of answer- 
ing fondness from Lord Traherue and the 
little Emily. 

Mrs. Aubrey met her as usual, with an 
extended hand and an unaffected smile of 
welcome; and Laura, contrasting this en- 
dearing scene with her increasing inquiet- 
udes and cheerless hours, m the superb 
mansion of her father, found her heart 
swell with keen regret, and the tears started 
to her eves. 

Mrs. Aubrey was surprised and alarmed ; 
and dismissing her children, enquired with 
soothing solicitude, if she could in any re- 
spect alleviate her distress. Laura thought 
the tone of her voice resembled that of her 
departed friend; and the remembrance of 
the long kindness and maternal fondness 
of Mrs. Rothemere, and that peaceful and 
pleasing serenity she had ever experienced 
with her, redoubled her emotion, and she, 
wept bitterly. 

B 3 *' My 
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*' My dear Miss Delaunie," said Mr. 
Aubrey, *' confide your sorrow to the 
discretion of* my good Mary, who may , 
perhaps be fortunate enough to afford you 
advice and consolation. I will leave you 
M'ith her; she is already much interested 
in your welfare, and will participate with 
sisterly tenderness in your distress, from 
whatever source it springs." 

Laura looked up, to thank them both; 
and Mr, Aubrey, entreating her to recall 
the injunction of Lord John, that she 
should regard them as friends of a much 
older date than the limits of their ac- 
quaintance, then left the room. 

*' Without this injunction," said Laura, 
her accents interrupted by sobs, *^ I must 
liave loved you, dear Mrs. Aubrey, and 
sought your esteem. I will not insult your 
goodness so much as to require forgiveness 
for giving way to my tears, for they have 
relieved my heart; yet I scarcely know 
what could have so strongly urged them 

just at this moment, for I have not any 

particular 
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particular grief to complain of, so much as 
a conjunction of unpleasant circumstances, 
that unite to oppress my spirits; and I 
have resolved to impart them to you, if 
you will have the indulgence to listen to 



me." 



•* If, by attaining a knowledge of these 
unpleasant circumstances," returned Mrs. 
Aubrey, " 1 can, by deliberating with 
you, my amiable young friend, upon the 
best and most expeditious method of re- 
lieving you from them, in any degree 
succeed, I shall feel considerable satis- 
faction," 

Laura then disclosed to her the increa^ 
ing enmity of the Marchioness, the rude 
contempt of her brother, the insidious 
conduct of the elder Lady Melville, who 
she well knew experienced none of the in- 
terest and regard she professed ; and, 
lastly, the mortifying commands of the 
Marquis respecting. Mr. Averne, and the 
denunciation with which he had closed 
them. 

B 4 *' How 
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'* How strange," exclaimed Mrs. Au- 
brey, ^' that Lord Bellingham should be 
anxious to sacrifice you to such a charac- 
ter!" 

*' Is Mr. Averne then known to you ?'* 
asked Laura. 

** In a slight degree," replied )ier friend ; 
** but I am better acquainted with him 
by report; and the report that enlarges 
his fame, does not add to the excellence 
of his reputation. Lord John laments 
the influence he possesses in the family of 
the Marquis, as he is convinced it is far 
from being advantageous to his honour 
or fortune." 

*' Mrs. Hamilton named him to me,** 
said Laura, " before I had seen him, and 
her opinion did not recommend him. 
But inform me, dear Madam, wliat must 
I do? — how must t conduct myself?" 

'* Will you allow me to consult Mr. 
Aubrey, my amiable Laura?" 

** I think," she returned, ** I would 
rather first wish to hear how you would 

act 
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act in my situation; for T am certain that 
iripursuing youradvice, I should do right.'* 

** I thank you for your good opinion," 
said Mrs. Aubrey, '' yet I hope you will 
likewise condescend to extend it to my 
husband. 1 will inform him, if I can ob- 
tain your leave, of all your difficulties ; 
and I flatter myself Lord John, who is 
anxious to promote your happiness, will 
not disapprove thead vice he may give you." 

Laura consented to the proposition, and 

the rest of her visit, when Mrs. Aubrey was 

rejoined by her faniily, was spent in a more 

general conversation. She now found her 

former composure restored to her; and so 

unwilling, indeed, did she feel to quit the 

bappy and peaceful fire-sideof these worthy 

people, that their dinner was announced to 

be ready ere she thought of the hour. She 

now started up, and with a hasty adieu was 

retreating, but Mrs. Aubrey detained her. 

** Many hours have passed since you 

took your breakfast," said she; '*will you 

not, my dear Miss Delaunie, do honour 

to our little meal, by partaking of it? 

B 5 You 
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You must have some refreshment before 
your very late dinner; allow us then th^ 
pleasure of your society yet a little longer, 
by taking that refreshment here." 

Laura could not deny herself the satb- 
faction of accepting this friendly invita- 
tion, and she sat down with the children 
and their parents, who were not too refined 
to accommodate their hours of repast to 
the health and convenience of their fa- 
mily. 

At half after three Laura bade them 
farewell ; but they would not suffer her to 
depart unaccompanied, and the whole 
party conducted her almost to the man- 
sion. She was much hurt that she could 
not welcome them to it ; and Mrs, Aubrey 
perceiving her embarrassment, hastened 
away, from a pretended apprehension of 
the coming twilight. 

They were scarcely out of sight when 
Mr. Sandby, who was sauntering over a 
small bridge that divided the park from 
the more private grounds, accosted her. 

**My 
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'* My dear Laura," he exclaimed, ** I 
was marching to the Rectory to escort you 
home ! You are much in request la haut; 
and we began to fancy that the Parson had 
carried you off to attend the matinal di- 
jeunis of old GrufFy in town. I have good 
news for you," he added: *' Melville and 
his Lady are ofF;^ they took wing suddenly, 
and I suppose they are gone to inform 
Madalina that I am meditating mischief, 
and to complain of me to my brother. 
But what the devil can they do if I am 
game ? Damn me, the old Dowager is the 
most reasonable of the family, after all! — 
h'propos^ she desired me to seek you out, 
and conduct you to her, for she is impa- 
tient, as well as the rest of us, ^t your be- 
stowing your whole time upon those Au- 
breys; and, in truth, I think it a strange 
wliim too!" 

Laura walked on in silence. She was 
not very sorry to learn the departure of 
Lord Melville; but she mused upon the 
office his mother had thought proper to 

B 6 assign 
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assign Mr. Sandby, and >v'as chagrined 
that he had taken the trouble to execute it. 

** What does this mean?" thought she: 
** can Lady Melville be so wicked as to 
encoufag-e this man to desert her daugh- 
ter, merely to render me, in the eyes of 
her conricctions and of the world, guilty 
of the artifices that would be then im- 
J)uted to me?'* 

** What charms can you have disco- 
vered under that godly roof," resumed 
Mr. Sandby, '^ of sufficient power to in- 
duce you thus to desert us every day ? 
Whilst you are solacing yourself with the 
squalls of the Parson's largefamily of small 
children, we are all vainly wishing for a 
strain of divine harmony from your lyre." 

*'Are you not rather exceeding your 
commission, Sir?" said Laura, gravely. 
" Did Lady Melville depute you likewise 
to censure the disposition of my time?** 

** I censure you!" exclaimed he — **no, 
my fair Laura, you are too handsome to be 
censured, except by such unhappy little 

animals 
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animals as Madalina, who have just beauty 
enough, and cash enough, and rank enough, 
to procure a lover par-ci, par-la, and of 
course arc subject to right honourable fu- 
ries when the bird won't cage; but you, 
my charming Laura, are a different be- 
ing! — you damn it, here is Averne! 

what does he want?" 

** Yes, here I am," said the intruder, 
addressing Laura; *' is my appearance at 
this moment bien, ou mat €t-propos?'* 

** Not particularly the one or theother, " 
she replied, with a heightened colour, that 
mounted to her cheek, upon a supposition 
that a trait of the recommended compla- 
cency was now wholly expected. 

*' I pass on then," returned Averne, 
with a careless air; but immediately turn- 
ing back— *^ Sand by," he resumed, ** the 
Marquis has been looking at your bay mare, 
and he has offered a bet of five hundred 
guineas to one, that his filly. Miss Lucy, 
beats her hollow over a two-mile course !" 
** He has not a horse in his whole stud,*' 
cried Sandby, with intemperate heat, *'that 

cau 
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can beat her on any course ! Miss Lucy ! 
—Damn it, she'll never outrun a mouse 
whilst the world holds !" 

*' Fermager is inclined to take the bet, " 
observed the other, walking forward with 
Laura and her incensed escort; ** that is, 
if you consent to venture your mare.*' 

^* I will take the bet," replied he, ea- 
gerly. ** Where is the Marquis?" 

** In the riding- house," returned 
Averne; and Laura was instantly de- 
serted by the lover of Lady Madalina. 

^*^ Your companion has vanished,** said 
Mr. Averne, in a tone of raillery ; an' ob- 
servation to which Laura made no reply, 
but involuntarily hastened her pace. 

** Perhaps you regret his evasion," re-, 
sumed the gentleman; " if so, a single 
sentence will recall him with equal promp- 
titude; — speak it then.*' 

*' Is it possible you can suppose," said 
Laura, *' that the conversation of Mr. 
Sandby can interest me in the slightest 
degree? Lady Melville,'* she added, 
*^ commissioned him to tell me that she 

desired 
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desired me to attend her, and he had al- 
ready executed the task." 

*' The task was far from being ah un- 
pleasing one to Sandby,*' he replied, 
** Lady Melville sent him! — upon my 
soul, she is an inexplicable character!" 

They had now reached i door leading 
into a court of the private entrance, and as 
Laura raised her hand to open it, he con- 
descendingly motioned to take that trou- 
ble upon himself; and whilst he still re- 
tained the hand she had advanced, the 
door was thrown open by the Marchioness, 
who, wrapped in a pelisse, was advancing 
from it, when her progress was arrested by 
the object she sought, though, indeed, 
she had not entirely expected to behold 
him so well accompanied. 

Scorn and indignation flashed from her 
eyes as they met the confused aspect of the 
trembling Laura, who very stronglysuspect- 
ing the cause of her enmity, now felt shock- 
ed and abashed at her probable surmises; 
but whatever they might be, I-ady Belling- 
ham had yet sufficient fortitude to restrain 

her 
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her emotion until a better opportunity 
should invite her to pour the swelling in- 
dignation on the head of the detested cul- 
prit; and .with -a regard of mingled anger 
and contempt, she indicated that Laura 
should pass on. • 

Glad to escape, she willingly obeyed, 
and flew to her apartment; but could not 
then indulge her painful reflections, be* 
cause the wish of Lady Melville, to con* 
verse with her a few moments, was re- 
peated to hpr by Dolly, and she forced 
herself into her presence with a palpitat- 
ing heart. 

Lady Melville had, however, scarcely 
found time to utter afew insidious speeches, 
when the Marchioness hastily entered 
the apartment. On beholding Laura, 
every muscle of her countenance became 
in a moment agitated, and her cheeks 
crimsoned. 

*^ You do not divine, perhaps, Madam,*' 
she exclaimed, turning to her mother, 
** that the modest Miss Delaunie takes 
advantage of her excursions to those 

Aubreys, 
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Aubreys, to make appointments with the 
almost unknown guests of her father!" 

'* Oh Heaven !*' ejaculated Laura, with 
an aspect of horror. 

*' Compose yourself, Emily,'* inter- 
rupted Lady Melville; ** you are de- 
ceived, I am conyinced. Some circum- . 
stance, >vhich Laura can well explain, 
has misled you into an opinion that in- 
jures her. Mr. Sandby '* 

'* Mr. Sandby !" repeated the Marchion- 
ess, with a mien where no resemblance of 
the gentle, smiling Lady Bellingham 
could be traced. — ** No, Madam, the 
taste 'of the young lady points very differ- 
ently ! I can now well believe the affirm- 
ation of my brother,'* she added, *' that I 
sliall one day feel the sting of that viper, 
whom my mistaken folly rescued from po- 
verty, and snatched from obscurity!" 

Laura wept, but thought not of de- 
fending herself against charges so gross 
and injurious. 

*^ Emily! Emily!" interrupted Lady 
Melville, " you forget yourself, .and 

insult 
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suit me by this want of proper retcnue^ — 
I am in your house, but you are in my 
apartment!" 

The force of long habit is all-powerful; 
and Lady Bellingham thus reminded, en- 
deavoured to assume some composure, 
which her mother took advantaoc of, and 
dismissed the sobbing Laura with a charge 
to be consoled, and view the sudden gust 
of anger betrayed by the Marchioness, as 
the effect of a misapprehension she would' 
endeavour to dispeb 

^* Oh my dear, lost Mrs* Rothemere!' 
exclaimed Laura, when she had attained 
her own dressing-room, *' kindest, best of 
friepds! to what misery have you left me 
exposed!— 'in what a storm of jarring in- 
terests and passions is that peace wrecked, 
which M'ith you I ever experienced!'* 

" Lauk, Ma'am!" cried Dolly, who at 
that moment entered the apartment, ''you 
don't fancy the doings at Adwan no great 
deal, I perceives; and I can't say as I'm 
over fond of 'em neither ! for such wran- 
gling, and je^ering, and topping of fine gen- 

tlemen^s 
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tiemen's actions, and fine ladies' actions, 
as is in JVIrs. Smith's apartment, I never 
saw before in my born days! Why that 
Mrs. Boden, Ma am, is as bad as any spy 
upon us, and the ill-tempered'st toad! — 
Why, Ma'am, Mrs. Cuthbert was only 
common civil to me, being but strange 
among 'em; and she was fit to eat me up 
without pepper or salt! And I was just 
saying something about you. Ma am; and 

so, says I — * My Lady,' says.I * Your 

Lady 1 ' says she ; * well, I *m sure, I wou'dn't 
demean myself to serve such a Lady,' says 
she^ as spiteful as could be: ** your Lady, 
.Mrs. Maunder, is no better nor a poor lit- 
tle bastard of my Lord's!' — Yes, Ma'am, 
the impertinent hussy said that!" 

** No matter, Dolly," said Laura, with 
a sigh, and in. a dejected tone. 

'^ Says I — * Bastard or not,' says I, 
* she'shandsomer nor any of them that calls 
themselves grand gentry in an honest way !' 
— • Handsome, truly!' says she; * I sup- 
pose you will say next that your old Irish 
mistress, Mrs. Ballyoch, is handsome!'— 

•And 
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* And supposen I did/ says I, * it's not 
manners in .you to say she an% only to 
contradict one; and I wonder, Mrs. Bo- 
den,' says I, * you are not ashamed to talk 
so of Miss Laura, in my Lord's family !'; — 
But lauk, Ma'am, that an't the worst they 
say of iheir betters amongst *em! But 
they think as it won't go any further, be- 
cause if any of *em was to 'peach, they 
would be put upon the black list, and ten 
to one if they ever got another place; but 
fegs, there's no black list in Dorsetshire, and 
1 had ratherer go back there, than set and 
hear such things, and say never a word !" 
, Laura was ripw entirely unfitted to ap-: 
pear: her eyes were swelled with weeping; 
and when she sought to conceal it with 
Dolly's remedy of a cold water applica- 
tion, fresh tears gushed out, and mocked 
her efforts. She was compelled, however, 
to endeavour to overcome this weakness, 
and rally her disordered spirits; but she 
had ill succeeded in the painful task when 
she was summoned once more to attend 
her father in the library. 

'' What 
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'* What new inquietude!" thought she: 
** has Mr. Averne already complained of 
my impertinent indifference? What excuse 
can I offer for the emotion of grief I have 
so apparently indulged? — Yet I must go." 
The Marquis regarded her swollen eyes 
with surprise and displeasure. 

'^ What has the girl been weeping for 
in this outrageous manner?" heexclaimed. 
*' By Heaven, those Aubreys,*' added he, 
turning to Lady Harriet, who, with the 
red-faced Mr. Fermager, were both of the 
council, ** those Aubreys will make a rank 
Methodist of her! — She has been wailing 
with them, and gnashing her teeth, I 
suppose, at this degenerate age!" 

^* My dear Laura," said Lady Harriet, 
^* what can have impelled you to disfigure 
yourself thus? — You are not fit to be seen, 
positively 1" 

She was much distressed at this reiterated 
enquiry, to which she could not reply ; for 
she could not refer to the violent displea- 
sure of the Marchioness, without referring 
to the occasion of that displeasure ; and she 

felt 
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felt a delicate apprehension of imparting 
to others a suspicion that might involve 
the M'hole family in misery and confusion. 
** The imprudence of Lady Bellingham 
may be discovered by other means/* 
thought Laura, ** but not through me I 
hope." 

*• Why do you not answer Lady Har- 
' riet?" demanded the Marquis, with consi- 
derable symptoms of anger in his counte- 
nance and manner. ** Do these sullen hu- 
mours often occur? Take care, Laura, that 
you are not required to visit the Bally ochs 
once more! By G — d, I would not be 
doomed to encounter for one week so per- 
verse a temper for half the kingdom! — I 
sent for you. Madam, to inform you that 
there is no possible necessity for your wast- 
ing any more time at the Rectory. I did 
not chuse to traverse the whim of Lord 
John whilst he remained here; but there 
is not the least occasion to continue so 
silly a custom as that of flying from society, 
where you may form your manners, to im- 
mure vourself in a rustic hovel.— The man 

is 
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is the most insolent fellow in England, and 
the woman is little better than an idiot!'' 

''A cursed, artful prude," exclaimed 
Mr. Fermager, who was examining a long 
list of bets and hedgersin his pocket-book, 
** but not an idiot, 1 believe, my Lord!'* 
Laura bit her lips with mortification and 
anger, that she could not vindicate the 
amiable character thus aspersed ; whilst 
Lady Harriet now began* to suspect the 
origin of the distress/ which she evidently 
did not wish to disclose: and knowing 
that the Marquis, to whom Fortune had 
lately been very adverse, was not in the 
most placid of humours, she did not 
chuse that Laura should be urged beyond 
the limits of her forbearance, and taking 
her hand with a gentle look of compas- 
sion, protested that she should not be 
tormented any further. 

*' Whatever weeping provocative poor 
Laura may have encountered," said she, 
** whether a sentimental novel, a tragedy, 
or a revision of billets doux from a faith- 
less swain, you may easily perceive that 

she 
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she has quite wept enough, and she shall 
not be reminded again of the grievance!** 

The features of the Marquis relaxed at 
this intimation of Lady Harriet's senti- 
ments; and telling Laura she was a sim* 
pie girl to disfigure herself so thought- 
lei>sly, he bade her retire, and endeavour 
to render herself fit to sit at table. 

Lady Harriet quitted the library with 
her; and as Laura really felt grateful 
for her seasonable interference, she ac- 
knowledged the obligation in animated 
terms. 

*' As the Marquis says, you are a little 
simpleton," returned the Lady, with a 
smiling air; ** for if I divine right, this 
pretty countenance, thus despoiled of 
half its allurements, will better please 
the very personage who occasioned the 
change, than if it had remained in its 

original state." 

Laura, shocked at this innuendo, which 

betrayed more than a suspicion of what 

she M'ould have been particularly desirous 

4 to 
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to conceal from Lady Harriet, regarded 
her with a changing aspect ; and the 
lady, not ch using to explain herself 
further, nodded a farewell, and passed 
on. 



CHAP. IL 

W HEN JL,aura reached her apartment, 
she found that Dolly had left it ; and 
throwing herself rnto a seat, remained a 
considerable time wholly occupied by her 
reflections, which were most gloomy and 
cheerless. 

*' I am now,*' she exclaimed, *^ de- 
prived of my only consolation, by the 
restriction that prevents my visits to that 
amiable family ! How could the Marquis 
allow himself to speak of them with such 
cruel injustice? — That disgusting Fer- 
mager too ! Oh what a set of beings haa 
my destiny cast me amidst ! I would to 

VOL. II. c Heaven 
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Heaven the poor little illegitimate and 
despised offspring of Lord Bellinghani 
had not known the misery of laying her 
head under a roof where she is thus in- 
sulted, hated, and scorned!" 

The accusations and malevolence of the 
Marchioness, the equally injurious senti- 
ments of Lord Melville, which she had 
betrayed in the heat of her rage, the oc- 
casional violence of her father, and the 
insolent animadversions reported to her 
by Dolly, all pressed to her mind; but 
she at length recollected that she had not 
then leisure to indulge a continuance of 
the melancholy presages they raised, be- 
cause she had now scarcely time to ar- 
range her dress ere she would be sum- 
moned to the eating-room. 

She was surprised that Dolly had not 
attended to assist her; but her surprise 
soon gave place to chagrin and resent- 
ment, when poor Mrs. Maunder appeared 
before her with a very perturbed counte- 
nance, and abruptly announced that she 
was discharged. 

'* Yes, 
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*' Yes, Miss Laura, I am discharged, 
Ma'am," said she, in a hurried voice, 
*^ and I'm to be packed off. to-morrow 
by the van, and all through that Mrs. 
Boden, who an't to be contradicted, for- 
sooth ! Who is she, I wonders, that 
she's to be upholded, and courted, and 
made so much on ? If it wasn't for 
leaving you, Ma'am, I am sure I 
shouldn't be in no \vays sorry; for your 
Lords and your Ladies, and the rest of 
your great folk, may be as bad as they 
please; but, fegs, they can't outdo their 
sarvants, let 'em try ever so! — Such 
ways, such goings on. Miss Laura ! — 
But, IMa'am, I must make haste and 
dress you. — Lauk! I was taking out 

your black but, Ma*am, you looks 

too handsome in that they thinks; so I 
was ordered to tell you, Miss Laura, 
that you are not to put it on any more ! 
Vm sure poor dear Mrs. Rothemere little 
thought what a mess you was to get into 
when she died!" 

Lama sighed deeply. 

c 2 <' Is 
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" Is it passible," she exclaimed, ^'that 
this poor tribute to her memory should be 
forbidden me?" 

*'Yes, Ma'am; Lady Melville called 
me back to say that the Marchioness did 
not chase that you should continer your 
mourning, so she hoped you would 
oblige her, truly !" 

** Did the Marchioness herself give 
you your dismission?" asked Laura, en- 
deavouring to check her tears. 

'* No, Ma'am, that was Lady Mel- 
ville too, who is always riieddling with 
other folks' business !-r' Oh,' says she, 
mincing and prinking, * I find, Mrs. 
Maunder, that you have been so un- 
lucky as to affront Boden^ the Mar- 
chioness's favourite tendant!' says she.— 
* My daughter is very fond of her, be- 
cause she has sarved her many a year : 
so,' says she, ' you must ax her pardon, 
good Mrs. Maunder,' says she, all in her 
simpering way, ' and then I'll try to make 
up matters between you!' — * No, my 
Lady, ' says I, ^ I shan't, indeed, ' says I, 

*ax 
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' ax her pardon; nor I wouldn't ax par- 
don of her betters for what I said ; for I 
said no harm,' says I; * I called nobody 
bastard, nor I don't think Mrs. Boden 
oft for to do it, for Miss Laura can't help 
it, if she is'one!'-^Lauk, Ma'am, never 
mind iheir malice! — So presently in came 
the Marchioness, as red as iire. So, she 
said, ax pardon or not, I shouldn't stay * 
in her household to result her people, and 
I should go that blessed night! — So, with 
that, when she was g^ne— *WeU,' says 
Lady Melville, * I'm sorry, Mfs. Maun- 
der, I can't comedy matters,' gays she; 
* but I'll recommend you a good place, • 
if you're at a loss.' — ' Na,' says I, ' my 
Lady, my character will recommend nre 
a place any day!' — and, fegs, I belieVe if 
I takes a good character with me, it's 
more than I shall leave behind me, 
amongst 'em all." 

** I am very sorry, Dolly," inter- 
rupted her young Lady, who had already 
made many ineffectual efforts to arrest 
her torrent of indignant .^nd minute 
communication, *' I am very much con- 

C 3 cerned 
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cerned that you are thus compelled to 
quit me, and I am hurt that I cannot re- 
tain you; but Lady Bellingham must be 
obej^ed ! I will give you, however, a 
letter to Mrs. Hamilton, who, I am 
sure, will settle you comfortably, if 
you chuse to remain in London." 

Thank you, Ma'am," said Dolly ; 

if you please, I should be glad to take 
it, for I an't above taking a kindness 
from Mrs. Hamilton; but Fd walk bare- 
foot down to Dorsetshire before I'd have 
to say thankee to Lady Melville, or 
t'other; for, Ma'am, there an't much 
that's too bad to be said of them, or else 
their people as they takes part with, and 
their household, as they turns me out of 
neck and heels, as oqe may say, goes 
near to belie them." 

** Hush, Dolly!" exclaimed her young 
Lady; ** pray restrain yourself. I am 
very much grieved at the occasion of 
your discontent : but do npt suffer your 
anger to impel you to utter such things — 

you will injure yourself and me." 

'' I should 
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" I should be sorry to harm you, 
Ma'am," replied Dolly, ^* for sartain; 
but, as for me, I don't vally them of a 
twopenny-piece — let 'em do their worst ! 
I comes of an honest family, and hard- 
working; and now I sees the trim of 
these grand Lords and Ladies, and their 
household^ which they han't no need to 
brag oi\ why I'll make no bones of work- 
ing hard too, sooner than I'll go on ia 
the heathenish ways as they practises. 
Says I to Mrs. Merryne, Mrs. Cruden's 
woman—* Ma'am,' says I, *pray does my 
Lord and Lady go to Church in the Cha- 
pel,* says I, * Mrs. Merryne, or does 
they go to the village to Church? cause,' 
says I, * if mc have to go to Adwau 
Church, let's you and I walk it together:* 
and with that, Ma'am, she fell a laugh- 
ing ready to split her sides, and went 
and imported me, as they call it, in the 
housekeeper's apartment. And then, as 
3'ou are alive, Miss Laura, it came out 
that the Marquis and his Lady had not 
been in a Church or Chapel, or what not, 
sin they married — nor then neither, for 

c 4 these 
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these great folks, they say, can marry in 
any hole or corner; and I take it that's 
j^artly the reason they think no harm of 
unmarrying again, whenever the maggot 
bites. — Try some rose-water to your eyes. 
Ma'am; mayhap that would do Ixjtter. — 
Why, there was young Lady Melville— 
they calls her young, cause t'other's old, 
else she's no chicken — to think of her 
devocing hei:self, and leaving all hei: 
children to be took care of, or not, as it; 
plight happen! Well, Ma'am, if you'll 
iSne believe, all the children of the two 
husbands met together to a ball at some 
lady's house, and, poor things! nobody 
told 'em as they were all brothers an4 
sisters ! And, what's more, her Lady- 
ship's first husband met her one day ii> 
the Park, at Lunnon ; and so Harry 
says, he nodded to her quite good-na- 
tured, and said, loud enough for the 
$arvauta as was with the carriage to hear 

— * I'll be damned ' I only says his 

words, Ma am — * I'll be damned if she 
don't look better than ever!' 

*' All 



''All this is Very sttatige, to be sure," 
said Laura; ** but, my good Dolly, ifc 
is better not to repeat any thing you may 
have heard, whilst you remain here, or 
in the neighbourhood." 

*' Not I," returned Dolly; '' I shan't 
mention nothing, not I; and then there's 

Lady Roller what's her name ? Laiik, 

Ma'am, she M^as all but devoced; and 
your fine Lady Harriet, who is separated 
from her husband! — That an't a devocCf 
Ma'am, only something like it: why all 
the sarvants knows that he only giveS' 
her four hundred pounds every year, and 
she Spends, they says, nigher four thou- 
tond ! Why, as they says, how is she to 
do it, if she don't get helped out by hoot 
Of by crook? and gentlemen now-a-days^ 
don't give their money for nothing: — 
they wants more than they gets them^- 
selves, what with, one vagary and ano* 
ther!'^ 

'* Well, Dolly,/' said her auditor, " I 

must nowgo down s^airs. I shallsee yoiii 
again at night, and I will then give you: 
tlie letter for Mr«* Hamilton,, and some- 

c 5. thing; 
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thing for yourself, in acknowledgment 
of your services." 

*^ Thank you, Ma'am; but the stew- 
ard is to pay me my wages, Lady Mel- 
ville said." 

** I mean,*' resumed Laura, '^ a trifle 
independent of your wages, which ia* 
deed is due to you for being thus sud- 
denly dismissed." 

Dolly, making her courtesy, repeated 
her thanks, and her young Lady theu 
left the apartment. 

When the eyes of Laura encountered 
the figure of tlie Marchioness, she saw 
that she endeavoured to conceal the ex- 
treme discomposure that still, however, 
evidently agitated her bosom. It escaped 
her too, in glances of resentment and 
disdain, directed towards the object of 
her vindictive jealousy; and Laura too 
plainly beheld the storm surcharged with 
evil, that hovered over her head; but 
she discerned not any place oF security 
ot shelter from its dreaded effects. 

Mr. Averne, gay and animated as 
usual, yet watched, like her, the varying 

countenance 
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countenance of Lady Bellingham; and 
avoiding either to converse with Laura, 
or to regard her, saw the dark cloud at 
length take the course of his wishes, and 
slowly pass over the horizon. 

Lady Harriet, who was far from being 

« 

inattentive to all that passed, now ascer- 
tained, beyond a doubt, the subject of 
Laura's recent sorrow; and she judged 
from tlie attention of the suspected 
Averne to avert the threatened tempest, 
how much Lady Bellingham had risked 
to ensure a title to such a sacrifice, and 
how equivocal had been the success of 
the elder Lady Melville, wlien she argued 
and implored in favour of discretion, 
prudence, and reputation. 

The conversation at table almost wholly 
turned upon the match between the bay 
mare and the filly, JNIiss Lucy. Many 
bets, were offered, and all were taken; 
and at length the Marquis swore that he 
would back Miss Lucy to any amount, 
to be rode by whomever Sandby himself 
should appoint,, under such a weight. 

c 6 . '' A match r 
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'' A match V' cried Sandby, in an ec* 
Stacy.—** Done, my Lord! By God, 
Miss Delauflie shall ride her 1 — You are 
fairly in for it 1" 

^^ Oh, delightful!" exclaimed Lady 
Ronald. ^* Laura must be equipped in 
style. What shall her colours ber^* 

** This is not serious, I flatter mysclf,**^^ 
'said Lady MelvillC; gravely. 

** Not serious!" retorted Sandby; **it 
must be serious ! The Marquis is done ! 
— he's in for it!" 

" Not serious!" repeated Lord Bel- 
lingham; ** and why not? She shall be 
trained directly by Davis ; he'll teach hpr 
to sit a horse el mervcille in a few days;, 
and I will engage that Laura manages 
Miss Lucy as well as himself in a fort- 
night. — Laura, you can ride?" 

** No, indeed, my Lord!" returned 
she, in a tone of alarm and entreaty. 

** Well then, to-morrow morning Davis 
shall attend you in the riding-house; and 
long before the weather will permit the 
decision of the affair, with his instruc- 
tions, 
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tions, you will have become an excellent 
little jockey!'' 

^* I invite myself to witness your first 
essay/' said I^ady Harriet. 

" I would not miss it for the universe, '*^ 
said Lady Ronald. 

" Oh dear/' said Mrs* Crudep, *' T 
should like amazingly to be- of the party,, 
if Lady Bellingham should happen to 



rise in time."' 



'* And why should I be any gine to 
you, my dear Madam ?" returned the- 
Marchioness. 

** Lama, you shall be in the riding*, 
house at twelve, " resumed the Marquis ; 
^* and Averne will perhaps take the trou- 
ble to report progress* I know he is an 
early riser." 

' ' Is it possible that you ere really se- 
rious?" said Lady Bellingham, with a 
heightened colour. '^ Can you mean 
that Laura should, in effect, undertake^ 
this strange exploit?" 

'* Well, play or pay was the bargain," 
said Sandby; ** if the Marquis thinks 

proper to. be off, he must " 

< ' ^Who 
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*' Who rides your marc r" demanded 
Mr. Fermager. 

^* He rides liis own match," replied 
Averne; ** he cannot do otherwise; no 
proxies for commoners." 

*^ I always intended it," he returned;. 
** and now thstt the gentle Hebe " 

*' How! howl" exclaimed Lord Ro- 
nald, who was generally silent during 
such controversies; ''would you, Sandby,. 
venture your neck upon such a foolish 
business?" 

*' I hope," observed Lady Melville^ 
*' that the Marquis will retract his inten- 
tion, and not venture that of Miss De* 
launie." 

*' Impossible, Madam ! impossible,** 
replied Lord BelUngham, '* that M'ith 
Davis for her instructor she should be in 
the smallest danger \ He was, you 
know, riding-usher to the Marchioness 
some years back, who sat a horse admi- 
rably, before she amplified and became 
nervous/' 

This unfortunate speech; which liad 
more of thouo'htlessness than malice irk 
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it, flushed the cheeks of Lady Belling- 
ham a deep crimson : that she should 
thus provokingly receive commendation 
for past excellence of any kind, or 
however little regretted, in the presence 
of an adorateuvy whose passion was most 
suspiciously cooling, and in that of a 
blooming girl, whose pretensions were ou 
the advance, overset her fainting pru- 
dence, and she declared, with particular 
animation, that Laura should not obtala 
her permission even to qualify herself for 
the office assigned her. 

** I confess I tliink J-»ady Bellingham 
sees this affair in a proper light," said 
her mother, eagerly preventing the im- 
mediate reply of the Marquis; ^^ it 
would be cruel to require her to give up 
so much time, which, at the age Laura 
has now obtained, should be so differently 
employed." 

'' Consider, Madam," returned he, 
'* that I have above a thousand pounds 
depending, and that the credit of Miss 
Lucy is at stake into the bargain !" 

'' Mr. 
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^* Mr. Sandby will listen to reason,*' 
rejoined the lady : ^* he will not, I am- 
assured, think a second tkne of this rash 
proposal. " 

Mr. Sandby did not entirely assent ta 
this intimation;, but he did not chuse 
either, for cogent reasoi^s, to hazard the 
loss of Lady Melville's favour, by wholly 
refusing to comply with what he secretly 
thougl\t a very silly and unconscionable 
demand. 

Laura was much pleased, that there- 
appeared a prospect of deliverance from 
the strange task to which she had so 
slightly been condemned; and could not 
avoid reflecting upon the different de- 
crees of interest she had created in the 
^bosom of her father,, and in that of 
Mrs. Rothemere, who had ahvays ex- 
perienced evident inquietude and alarm, 
when her husband merely proposed that 
his little favourite should accompany him. 
in any of his riding excursions, lest his 
inadvertence should occasion her any ac- 
cident. 

The^ 
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The subject go little gratifying to some 
of the party, was now dropped for the 
moment, and shortly after the ladies re- 
tired. 

Lady Melville immediately invited the 
Marchioness to her dressing-room, and 
they were tite-a-Ute a considerable time. 
Laura would then have withdrawn to her 
own apartment, to write the promised 
letter to Mrs* Uamiltoa, but that she 
was unluckily assailed by the insipid re- 
marks of Mrs, Cruden, who attached 
herself to her in the absence of both her 
dear, kind, condescending friends, merely 
for a little amusement to her ennui. 

** Poor dear Lady Melville," ex- 
claimed she, placing her chair in such a 
manner that Laura could not escape her, 
without previously entreating her to re-' 
move, " poor dear Lady Melville cm-< 
tainly looks very ill, Miss Delaunie! t 
have remarked it for some time past : I 
believe she frets, and I believe in truth 
she has reason to be uneasy — but that's 
nothing! And my sweet lovely Mar- 
chioness too — have you not observed, my 

dear 
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dear Miss Delaunic, how very much clls- 
composed her spirits have lately been ? 
I have begged and entreated that she 
would repose her cares in my breast; — a 
faithful friend, you know, is every 
thing-r-but that's nothing} I say to her, 
my gentle friend— she has some hoarded 
grieti Miss Delauhie, that I cannot dis- 
cover—but that's nothing! Lady MeU 
ville, you know^ is certainly very com- 
petent to advise her, and indeed I have 
lately heard them arguing very earnestly ; 
but I am not in this secret, though I 
have sometimes hit upon methods to re- 
lieve my sweet friend from some of her 
difficulties; yet this, I am convinced, is 
nothing of that kind— that is, not of 
the pecuniary kind — but that's nothing! 
and indeed I do not know how a gene- 
rous mind can dispose of its superfluities 
better than in the service of a friend ; 
and my poor dear late Mr, Cruden left 
me sole legatee and executrix: he died 
uj)on his passage home from Calcutta — 
but that's nothing ! My incom.e, thank 
Heaven, is very ample; I have attracted 

the 
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the attention of several men of fashion, 
I assure you, Miss Delaunie! Mr. Fer- 
mager was very attentive; but my dear 
Lady Melville advised me not to part 
with the staff out of my own hands, so I 
refused all my admirers, and very merce- 
nar\^ certainly they were: Lady Mel- 
ville proved it beyond a doubt; besides, 
two hundred thousand pounds, as her 
Ladyship said, were well worth a Ducal 
coronet — but that's nothing! But, as I 
was saying, can you guess at all which it 
is that agitates and. distresses the dear 
Marchioness in such a manner? . I pro- 
fess that I am quite at a loss, for Lady 
Melville says, it is only two. or three 
little debts that teaze her — but that's no- 
thing! I have observed that her uneasi- 
ness has increased very much these last 
two days ; and I know there has not 
been any new application since then, or 
I should have heard of it. Upon my 
word, the Marquis m^st want generosity 
strangely, to suffer her to be thus disr 
tressed! — Don't vou think so, Miss 
Delaunie?" 

Laura,, 
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Laura, unable immediately to parry 
this attack, hesitated for some seconds, 
without finding words to evade the in- 
quiry into her sentiments. 

** Oh Lord, my dear," resumed good 
Mrs. Cruden, ** I quite forgot myself! — 
well, forgive my inadvertence — I am 
quite foolish — but that's nothing 1 I am 
so confused with what I saw this morn- 
ing," she added, lowering her voice, 
that Lady Ronald arid her companioti 
might not distinguish what sjie said j 
** for poor dear Lady Melville — don't 
mention it — was upon her knees to the 
Marchioness \ I happened to be going' 
to the dressing-room, and just as I 
reached the door, I heard a sobbing, as 
if somebody was crying most grievously; 
so I was fearful the amiable Lady Bel* 
lingham might be in hysterics, which sh^ 
often is. when she is much teazed for 
money, and I popped my eye to the key- 
hole, to observe if Boden was with her, 
and behold I saw her mother kneeling to 
her! Now I cannot, for the life of me, 
guess what the secret can be!" 

Mrs* 
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Mrs. Cruden then gazed at Laura, - 
cither for some information, or for an 
opinion ; but she was as unable to give 
the one as the other : for tlie idea of a 
kneeling parent, vainly supplicating, as 
she too* much ieared, a forbearance of 
that vice that must inevitably be fol- 
lowed by oiisery, ruin, and dishonour, 
shocked her soul, and chased the colour 
from her cheeks; and she forgot for the 
instant the too probabie principles, and 
the p<-evious conduct of that mother. 

Good Mrs. Cruden at length despair- 
ing of being able to extract any part of 
the desired secret from Laura, left her, 
to prattle to the amiable sister of her 
lovely Marchioness; and Lady Harriet 
immediately occupied the seat she had 
quitted. 

** What has that odd creature been 
saying to. you, Laura?' demanded she. 
^* 1 can believe, however, that she has 
been imploring you to listen to Sandby, 
that her dear friend may bfe extricated 
from the dilemma in which she finds 
herself; but it will really be much more 

charitable 
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charitable to extend your smiles to the 
favourite of the* Marchioness, and snatch 
her, bo?i gr6y mal gr6f from the ruinous 
eifects of this terrible penchant. Serious- 
ly, my dear Miss Delaunie, the impru- 
dence of Lady Bellingham alarms me. I 
fear that Averne must, for the moment, 
^vave his open pretensions ; and.you have 
sense enough, I am sure, to appretiate 
his forbearance, which indeed the silly 
persecutions of Hie INfarchioness render 
necessary ; for, with all his apparent le- 
vity, he has great generosity and coa- 
sideration, and would not involve a fa- 
mily " 

^' What is this secret that Cruden is 
talking so much of?" demanded Lady 
Ronald, advancing to them; '^ she has 
been tormenting me these five minutes, 
\c\\\\ a galimatias quite incomprehensible- 
Do you think my mother looks so ill as 
she says?" 

'• fler Lad3'ship appears rather indis- 
posed," replied Lady Harriet; " but the 
'tender affection of good Mrs. Cruden cer- 
tainly magnifies the evil," 

'' Good 
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^^ Good Mrs. Cruden," replied the 
other, *' is now gone upon a voyage of 
discovery, to ascertain the exact degree of 
malady poor dear Lady Melville is incom- 
moded with ! — I should have been alarmed 
by her folly, only that I am well acquaint- 
ed with the tournure it is apt to take now 
and then. A-propoSy Laura, I under- 
stand that you are the fortunate being 
destined by Fate to enchain our volage — 
the favourite of many seasons— the unri- 
valled Averne ! Oh you blush ! — you. are 
simple, however, to affect secrecy, >vhen 
you must be dying to publish your good 
fortune !" 

*' Indeed, Madam,", said Laura, ** I 

am not " 

** And that protesting physiognomy 
tool" interrupted Lady Jlonald : *^ va, 
man etifant, many a dignified lady will 
shortly raise your opinion of your pre- 
siding stars, by very vehement regrets 1" 

As she turned away, Lady Harriet fol- 
lowed her, and they quitted the room to- 
gether. 
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*' What childish levity and folly !" ex-^ 
claimed Laura, with indignant emotion. 
" I am then by every one really expected 
to receive with delighted humility, the 
condescensions of this Averne ! — and when 
one of his dignified kidies become out- 
rag*eous at the atrocity of his vulgar pre- 
ference, I am to appretiate his forbearance 
in Mav:i\ tor the moment his open pre- 
tensions ! 1 i.c^e digniiied ladies certainly 
believe that 1 am not entitled to possess 
any faculty, but that of admiring or obey- 
ing, as the caprice or injustice of either 
may dictate! — Dear and regretted Mrs.* 
Rothemere ! when you unfolded my mind, 
and directed its bias with such tender 
care, why did you not inform me how 
little its reasoning and distinguishing 
faculties would probably avail me? or 
rather, why did you expand those powers, 
when they only create in me disgust and 
contempt where I am expected to revere 
and love? — Good Heaven I is the Mar- 
chioness then so depraved? Can she in- 
deed reject the supplications of a kneeling 
mother, who implores her to preserve 

unsullied 
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unsullied her honour and her fame ! — ^What 
am I to think ?" 

As she was rising to withdraw to her 
apartment^ Mr. Sandby entered the room/ 
•* Ha, my little opponent !*' exclaimed 
he, * * I came here to consult Lady Mel- 
ville ; but you are an excellent substitute,, 
and I will take your opinion instead of 
her's;* 

'* I cannot at present attend to you,** 
said Laura ; ^' for I have really a letter tQ 
write.*' 

" A letter I well, but listen to me~it 
is upon a letter I whh you to decide/' 
" Indeed you must excuse me." 
** Indeed I cannot; look, it is from 
that little toad Madalina, who coaxes me 
to return to her.*'' 
** Lady Madalina does you great ho* 



nour. *' 



" But what do you advise me to dor'* 
** As you have chosen to ask my opi- 
nion," said Laura, turning back, " I may 
venture to make it known, without in- 
curring your censure : I should suppose, 
very little consultation is necessary to 
VOL. II. D enable 
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cnaWe you to determine properly ; as Lady 
Madalina condescends to request: your re* 
turn, you had better not prolong your 
abseqce beyond her patience or forgive- 

xiess." 

r ** Oh, her patience," replied he, ^* is 
tr toute epreuve I and as. for her forgive- 
ness 1 shall never demand it, if my fair 

Laura will promise to console me fbr the 

» 

(Mitcry her family and mine will raise, if 
I leave her in the lurch." 

*' No, Sir," replied Laura indignantly : 
^*, if you can act in a manner so little ho- 
nourable to your character, any mortifi- 
cation you may then receive, I shall believe 
you amply deserve !" * ' 

She then withdrew, and heard hina ex- 
claim, as she left the room—'' A little 
dragon ! — 111 go directly to Madalina, by 
G-d!" 

*^ Heaven be praised !" thought Laura : 
V. I sliall not then incur the increased 
animosity of Lord Melville, at least!" 

Her letter to Mrs. Hamilton, which she 
was assured would be faithfully delivered 
by Dolly, wa^ descriptive of the inquietude 

and 
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and discomfort of her situation: she ac- 
knowledged the very apparent justice of 
the intimations she had received from this 
disinterested friend ; and having warmly 
recommended her discarded attendant to 
kr kindness^ she expressed her earnest 
wishes, as her intercourse at the Rectory 
was prohibited, that she might shortly 
meet Mrs. Hamilton in town. 



CHAR III. 

W HEN Laura retired for the night, 
I^olly informed her that slie was to depart 
the next day by a stage that passed through 
Adwan : because, as the caravan sot oiF 
l>y five in the morning, they should not 
^tch her travelling before daylight in 
^^ch bitter weather. 
' '' So, Ma'am," added Dolly, *' I shall 
^^^ve the pleasure for to tend you to-mcr- 

T> 2 ivy 
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row tin elevea o'clock ; • for tHe cotch don^t 
go through the village till then.'* 

^' If that i&the case," returned Laura, 
*' I will req,uest you to take a note from 
xpe to Mrs, Aubrey, before you leave nie. 
I wish you to deliver it either to Mr. 
Aubrey, or to herself; and it is for the 
certainty of having it given immediately 
into their hands, that I trouble you, Dolly, 
instead of sending by one of the people of 
the house." 

^* Oh lauk, Ma'atYiy you are right as to 
that } for, God knowsf them there is very 
little to be trusted, if a body knowed all 
their pranks ! And now I am going. 
Ma'am, I must beg you to take petickler 
care liow your letters is sealed, as you 
sends by them gentry : for I cotched 'em 
reading one of Lady Roller's only the day 
before yesterday. I see her woman give 
it to one of the men ; and a fine snigger- 
ing there was amongst them imperent fel- 
lows, who don't mind what they say of 
their Ladies behind ttieir backs, I can tell 
'em that !" 

*' I thank 
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*' I thank you for your caution, Dolly, " 
replied tier ydung Lady : '* I will givfe you 
the billet for Mrs. Aubrey then, to-mor- 
row tnorning." 

She then made Mrs. Maunder some pe- 
cuniary redompence for the abruptness of 
her enforced departure; and Dolly ex- 
pressed great regret that she was forced to 
go, and not only that, but forced to leave 
her kind Miss Laura in such hands. 

** But I hope, Maam, to see you your 
own mistress one of these ddvs/' added 
she; ^* and married to a good gentleman 
such as you desarve-*-not such as these at 
Adwati, for all what they say ! for I don't • 
think they areany of them good for much— 
though Mr. Cuthbert says you are to have 
Mr. Averne, and another says you are to 
have Mr. Sandby, and another that you 
are to have Mr. Fermager; — and there, 
Ma'am, they've all laid wagers about it ! 
but, Ma am, they've laid wagers about 
other things too, in the iamily ! and Tm 
sure it's enough to make one's hair stand 
an end, to hear their discourses. Mr. 
Cuthbert says* 



• •• 
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''Patience!" thought Laura; *' the 
poor creature will not have any further 
opportunity of teazing me with Mr. Cuth- 
bert's remarks, and I will not interrupt 
the loquacity that appears to relieve her 
mortification." 

** Mr. Cuthbert says, Ma'am, that a 
fiiend of hisen, who is gentleman to some 
Lord, married the Lady's woman : and so, 
the Lord was a Captain or a Kernel, or 
something, and he went somewhere with 
the army to fight — and so he toke his gen- 
tleman with him, to be sure 1 — and whilst 
they was gone, what does me the Lady 
and her tendant, but they both runs 
naught— and when the Lord comes home, 
he falls to sowing for damages, and he 
gets a power of money ; and Mr. Cuth- 
bert says he gave it every farthing to the 
lady he kept, and a fine windfall it was 
for her !— Well, Ma'am, and Mr. Cuth- 
bert's friends says he — ' I don't see why 
I mayn't sow for damages too,' says he: 
* if my Lord gets his thousands, I may 
get my hundreds ! and I'll be d — mn — d,' 
says he, ' if the butler don't pay for 

^ making 
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making free with my honour and my con- 
juggle felicity — for theyVe as great a loss 
to roe/ says he, *as my Lord s is to him, 
or the devil's in't — knowing what I know V 
I beg pardon for swearing, Ma'am ; — so, 
Ma'am, he falls to work, and gets Ms da- 
mages the very next week. But behold ! 
his Lord went into a terrible great passion 
with him, for his imperence in employing 
the very same conj^ul-^the mart in the 
court of justice, I mean, Ma'am, who cries 
out,; they tells me, and says how hard it 
is to be used so ! — And as I was sayinj,"; 
this consul, or lawyer, or whatever he 
inight be, what does me he, but he say* 
the same speech he had said betbre, f6r 
the Lord — exact the slajne, Mr. Ciithbert 
says, only instead of talking of the con*- 
juggle felicity of great Lords, he talked of 
the conjuggle felicity of honest men !-» 
So my Lord turned off his gentleman ; 
and the lady, ,who was in as-great a pas- 
sion with her woman, for being so imper- 
tineilt to go into court almost at tbesa^me 
time with her, turned her off too ! But, 
Ma'am, the worst, is to come — says Mr. 
• ^^.' d4 Cuthbei^i 
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Ciithbert, says he — * I'll bet any body ten 
pounds that something like, this will hap- 
pen soon, nearer home than some folk^ 
thinks for!'— So, Ma'am, half a dozea 
took his bet all at once : and then they 
fell to quarrelling about who said Mone V 
first. I'm sure the ladies and gentlement 
mought have heard their bawling^— didn't 
you hear the noise, Miss Laura?" 

*' No," she replied, " I did not distin- 
guish any paiticular noise* And now, 
niy good Dolly, I will wish you a good 
night ?" 

*' Good night to ^oti. Ma'am," return*- 
ed Dollys ^^ I wish we was back in Dch*** 
Mtshite, with all my li^art, Miss Lauiia-^ 
«nd poor Mrs. Rothemere alive aod 
merry K*' 

jUanra, with a deep sigh, joined in tUe 
|mrport of this wish, and her attendant 
then left her to her repose. 

. In the morning, she wrote a billet to 
Mrs. Aubrey, expressing much regret that 
she was compelled, by an unpleasant cir* 
Qumstance, to abstain from her us>u»l visit 
at the Rectory; she bad intended to 
i entreat 
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entreat that Mr. Aubrey would call at the 
park the next day, before the family or 
their inmates M^ere likely to encounter 
him ; that she might then, in gentle terms,, 
endeavour to qualify the prohibition that 
detained her from them ; and that she 
might likewise receive the friendly coun- 
sel which had been promised her. But 
she feared, on consideration, that the re- 
quest would be improper in itself, and after 
what had passed the lips of the Marquis, 
degrading to Mr. Aubrey : he had obtain- 
ed respect as the visitor of Lord John, to 
whom Lord Bellingham and his Lady paid 
an unaccountable deference; butasher's, 
he might meet, perhaps, with insult from 
a household, which the indignant and un- 
guarded prattle, of Dolly had fully taught 
her to appretiate. 

She contented herself, therefore, with 
an apology, without any expressed wish to 
see Mr. Aubrey, in the hope that an op- 
portunity might naturally occur, in ivhich 
she could impart what she wished to say 
relative to the restriction that governed 
ier. Having sealed the billet, Laura 

r S '" -i^ited 
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awaited the retura of her departing atj 
tendantj until the clock had struck eleven ; 
and she then became apprehensive that 
the Marchioness or Lady Melville would 
not perhaps suffer her to receive the fare- 
wel of poor Dolly, who might conse- 
quently have been prevented from agaia 
visiting her apartment by Mrs. Boden- 

TUe idea had scarcely be(jn admitted, 
when Dolly rushed into the room with a 
countenance bursting with intelligence, 
and her eyes staring wildly. 

*' Lauk, Ma'afQ, what do you think?" 

exclaimed she: '^as 1 hope to live r 

you see, Ma'am, Mr. Averne went away 
this morning, 'twixt eight and nine, as he 
said he must— -for he made believe as he had 
got a letter that told him he oft to go to Lon- 
don to-day. So, Ma'am, as you re alive, if 
the Marchioness en't sot off this morning 
at daybreak, and nobody knows how she 
went, but that good-for-nothing hussy, 
Madam Buden, a»d she's gone with her." 
'' Hush, for Heaven's s^kc 1" exclaim- 
ed Laura, whilst an involuntary horror 
seized her ; V do not thus express your; 

self! 
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sclfKXaidy Belliogham is probably gone 

to town upon business of importance 

the Marquis is certainly acquainted^ '' 

^^ Upon business!" repeated Dolly: 
^* its likely to turn out a fine business for 
her — a non-natural .woman — tp go to leave 
lier chiklren— rsuqh pretty creatures as they 
be I No^ Ajfa'ao), they say the Marquis 
don't kno\Y of it ; aii4 she has not taken 
any of the carriagesj or so much ag^ a ser- 
vant, or a groom— :Oply that old slut Mrs. 
Bodep, who is gone after Mr. Averne*s 
valet aB sh« wfis so.fond of! And there's 
old Lady Melville has fainted away two 
or three timea running, and they be gone 
for the doctor ; but now she's come to, 
and begs they wont tell the Marquis — 
and she talks, of overtaking her, and bring,- 
ing her back— ^and there. she is all crying 
out and wringing her hands : but nobody 
pities her ; for they say she desarves it 
all! And she has ordered her post-chay 
directly ; but they don't think she hiis 
strength to get into it^ or sit up^ when 
it's ready." ^ • 

.J. *. ' • . 
p 6 ** How 



€0 THE WIFE AND 

" HoM^ dreadful!" exclaimed Laura^ 
her countenance pale as a corse: ^* bat 
surely you mistake, DoHy— I hope you do 
— -I hope you are in an error !" 

** No, Ma am, bad as they've behaved 
to me, I wish I was mistaken ; but Mr* 
Tomlinson, who goes about for the old 
steward, now he's ill, was at market at 
Bome place going on towards London, to 
buy cattle and sheep, and what not, which 
he docs every week for the family's use- 
so he was in the inn-yard, and who 
should come up but Mr. Averne in a chay ; 
so while thtf horses were putting to for 
him, there came out a waiter to say a lady 
wanted to speak to him — and he didn't 
«eem fond of going— but there came out 
another message, and then a scrap of pa- 
per wrote upon — so Mr. Tomlinson says, 
when he saw the paper, he coloured up, 
and swore a great oath, and in he goes — 
so then Mr. Tomlinson wa^ curous to 
know more about it, and- waited about, 
and axed the waiter who the lady was : 
but he said he didn't know — for both the 
ladies had their veils on, all over their 

" ' ' faces, 
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ftces, and he believed they came from 

Loudon i^ay so then he says Mn 

Averne came out in a htifF like— and who 
should come after him but the Mar- 
chioness — ^though he did not know her 
then for her thick veil, which she held all 
about her face like — and Mr Averne told 
her to go back before it was too late, and 
then Mr. Tomlrnson heard her voice, and 
he thought he must have dropped down— - 
and sayB she — * No, I'll never go back i 
but I'll follow you — what's done is done, 
so don't think,' savs she, * to serve me 
BO r — And after a tussle, they went away 
together, and he gallops back like mad^ 
to tell what he'd heard and saw \ so they 
went and told Lady Melville, aud she 
. took on till they thought she d never come 
to life again !" 

Compassion now seized the agitated bo* 
6om of I..aura. 

** What shall I do ?" she exclaimedL 
*' It may be thought presumption if I aak 
to be admitted to her yet not to go ! 
Is Lady Ronald with her unhappy mou- 
ther ?" she asked. . 

•* She 
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'* She is by this time," ^returned Dplljr;^ 
*/ Lady Melville was for not having any 
body called ; but some of 'em went with*- 
put leave, .and had her waked., Lauk, 
Ma'am, did you ever he^r such a ringing 
and flurry mg about? Gracious! there's 
|he Marquis storming out ! Oh Lord ! I 
wouldn t meet him now for all Tm worth 
in the whole world !" 

« 

...Laura listened in breathless agitation: 
a^d as .Dolly had. left the dressing-room 
dopr half open, she heard her father 
h^stijy descending the stairs, and in a 
loud aud hurried tone, desired his valet to 
follow him to London full speed. 

*\ Bring my pistols to the carriage," he 
added, ** unloaded as they are; I wUl 
charge them myself, to save time !'* 

Laura turned sick at this ill-boding 
sound, and staggered to a chair : whilst 
Dolly ran to a window, that overlooked 
the court-yard of the 'entrance generally 
used by the family. 

" Oh RIaam!" exclaitned she, "if 
there isn't old Lady Melville a kneoling 
down in the dirt and suov to mjy Lord J 
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Oh fathers ! my Lord's ia such a passion, 
she won't let him get into his post-chay !!' 
** For God's sake remove from the wia- 
dow l" exclaimed Laura, in an agony^ 
*' do not, I conjure^ you, Dolly,, suffer 
your curiosity or your terror to give yo^i 
the appearance of watching what is pass- 



aug." 



** Lauk, Miss, they're too busy toloo^ 
up at nie ! — Oh joles !" added she, raising 
her clenched hands, "he'll kill her — he'll 
kill her, as sure as tvv^opence !" 

Several piercing sjcreams now assailed 
the ears of Laura, and forgetting the cau- 
tion slxe had so recently given, she darted 
to the window;, whilst Dolly exclaimed-— 
*' He's pulled his coat out of her hahd, 
and she's flopped down, with her face all 
upon the stones !*' 

Laura beheld the Marquis leap into the 
carriage that waited for him, and it in- 
stantly drove 'off with great velocity. 
Lady Mdville was raised up by the attend- 
ing servants, and carried into the house 
apparently lifeless : and Laura now entire- 
ly forgetting ^the probability that, her 

attentions 
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attentions might be rejected with disdain, 
flew to offer them to this unfortunate mo- 
ther : but she had been taken to the apart* 
ment of Lady Ronald by her own desire, 
and thither Laura could not presume, to 
follow hen 

Alarmed, perplexed, and irresolute, she 
returned to her apartment, and remained 
there more than an hourio entire solitude: 
for Dolly, who had quitted it*when her 
Lady did, had not returned ; and Laura 
was not sorry to be allowed an interval of 
silence and reflection, to collect and ar- 
range her scattered ideas. They were 
now, however, interrupted by the sound 
of another carriage driving to the en» 
trance : and unable to restrain her wish 
to learn who was coming, or who depart- 
ing, hoping too, notwithstanding wliat 
she had heard, that it might be the Mar- 
chioness returned to her home and her 
family, she crept to a window, and saw 
Lady Ronald, enter a travelling-carriage, 
followed by her Lord. 

** Good Heaven ! can she desert her 

mother?" thought Laura: ** it is not 

4 surely 
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suvdy possible ! Lord Ronald perhaps iQ-^ 
sists upoa her removal ; or she may be 
going to seek the Marchioness, and in* 
duce her to retrace her guilty steps.'* 

At this moment Mrs. Cruden claimed 
admittance to her. 

^* Lord bless me, Miss Delaunie," ex-» 

claimed she, ** have you seen— have you 

heard— —it is too true I find indeed !— 

Who would have thought such a thing of 

the Marchioness? She must have beeude^ 

ranged before she couW forget herself in 

this shocking manner — but that's nothing ! 

Lord bless nie, I don't kno>v< whether to 

go or stay — or what 4x> do ! Poor Lady 

Melville t Heaven be praised, I tiave no 

daughter ! Between you and > me^ Mis^ 

Delaunie, the Marchioness has had fifteea 

thousand pounds of me : and now, I sup* 

pose, I shall neither get my money back 

again, nor any credit for having lent it ! 

Lord bless me, 1 sib all be so teazed about 

this naughty woii:uin~4>ut that's nothing. 

And at this minute I do not know what 

upon earth I am to do! I sent to speak 

to Lady Melville, but she was too ill to 

» 

see 



66 THE WIF£ AND 

see me — but that^s nothing ! Lady Har- 
riet declares she was leaving Adwan, be* 
fore the sad discovery, and she must ab- 
solutely go to-day ; but she thinks I ought 
to. stay till to-morrow, or next day, to 
see how things turn out — but I profiess I 
am quite bewildered. I would not do any 
thing unhandsome toviards my good 
friend, Lady Melville; and yet perhaps 
I shall be expected to go directly, .that I 
may pot detain her here. My dear Miss 
Delaunie, I declare I never met with such 
an accident before— —what shall I do?'* 

^^ Indeed I cannot presume to say^ 
Madam," replied Laura. 

** I^rd blesi* me, but don't you think 
I had better endeavour to find out whe^ 
ther Lady Melville wishes me to stay or 

go?-' 

: ** Certainly, I should suppose, ". 8ai(| 
heir young adviser, ** that the presence 
of a friead would be a coijwaJation very 
desirably to her Lady^hip^ if she really i$ 
unable to remove : a^d that can: be soon 
ascertained." . •,. . , '-■: \ r* 



' J 
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'^ So it can; well then, my dear Miss 
Delaunie, if I remain here to-day, and 
the poor Countess is too ill, and too much 
shocked to do the honours of the house, 
I will take a snuc: comfortable dinner with 
you ; for I suppose there >\^ill scarcely be 
any formal table, now every thing is in 
such confusion." 

Laura, very nriuch disgusted with the 
selfish apathy of good Airs. Cruden, was 
on the point of excusing herself from par- 
taking any snug comforts with her, but 
that she happened to recollect her own 
affinity to the Marquis was. well known; 
and she might therefore be expected to 
render every attention in her power to his 
guests thus strangely abandoned ; she as- 
sented then to the proposition, though she 
could not prevail upon herself to do it 
very cordially. 

** I declare I am quite glad that I shall 
have somebody to speak to, if I must 
stay a day or two/' resumed Mrs..Crudenr; 
** so npw I will go and try to pick up a 
little more intelligence of the state of 
affairs." 

Laura 
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Laura was relieved by her absence ; but 
ere she had remained five minutes al6iie. 
Lady Harriet Clifton entered her apart- 
ment, her countenance strongly marked 
with vexation. Laura regarded her i.ii 
silent apprehension, and her visitor, throw- 
ing herself on. a seat, exclaimed — *^ It is 
even as you may have heard, Mrss De- 
launie ! This silly woman has too surely 
awaited Averne upon the road, and joined 
him; — one of Lord Bellingham's people 
beheld them together at some inn. He 
must have been mad not to have shaken 
her off! Though I am convinced she was 
resolved to plunge him into ruin, even at 
the price of her own perdition. Of this 
I am well ascertained, that he had not . 
the least suspicion of her design, and that 
he left Ad wan to atoid her importunate 
fondness. She must be insensate — rbc- 
witcbed I I could not have supposed that 
she would so shortly have gone such 
lengths I" 

** Perhaps she will return," said Laura, 
hardly conscious of the import of her 
words. 

*Mf 
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" If she should be so inclined, " re- 
sumed Lady Harriet, *^ the Marquis can* 
not again receive her ! But I have studied 
her disposition ; and the barrier once pass- 
ed, she will proceed in this irrevocable 
fblly of braving the world and its opi- 
nion, with the same ungoveni^d licence 
that marked her career of extravagant dis- 
sipation. ^Lady Melville thought her in- 
fluence could never fail : but the temper 
of tlie Marchicmess was soured by the re^* 
ceding admiration and homage of man- 
kind, which she had received until she 
fancied them her's by charter, I believe 
— and bet mind, harassed by^the torment- 
ing eflects of her lavish humour, threw 
off the shackles she had hitherto worn 
without murmuring. Averne she has 
long regarded with admiration ; but I 
hoped that his knowledge qf the world, 

and his limited circumstances 1 must 

however curtail my observations.— —I 
sought you, my dear Miss Delaunie, to 
bid you adieu : affairs of importance to 
me call me hence, and I must imme- 
diately leave Adwan. I wish to assure 

you 
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you tbat I interest myself rn your' des- 
tiny, and that I hope to s(?e you in 
town." ' • 

Laura could scarcely conquer her dis- 
approbation of the character and conduct 
of Lady Harriet, sufficiently to acknbw- 
ledge this unexpected profession of fa- 
vour; but they at length separated Avith 
great politeness and a semblance of ur- 
banity, for which the unpractised Laura 
detested herself, and which nothino: less 
than the dread of a father's hatred could 
have extorted from her ingenuous temper. 

Laura then rang for Mrs. Dolly, who • 
had not, she concluded, thought more 
of her intended journey; and, according 
to her expectation, Dolly obeyed the 
summons. 

**Well, Ma'am., here I am, you see,", 
said she: *' behold, when I came for to 
remember about going, which, as old 
Lady Melville is still here, I supposed I 
must, 1 was past my time by about two 
hours — and who can wonder at that! 
And now perhaps, with this holly-bellew, 

• ' and 
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and scuttling all different ways, I may be 
let to stay!" 

Laura replied that this must be a future 
consideration; and then dispatched her 
to enquire how Lady Melville was, and 
if she might be allowed to attend her 
ladyship. After waiting a considerable 
time to procure the delivery of the fties- 
sage with which she was commissioned, 
Dolly returned with an answer, import- 
ing that as the Countess was still very 
much indisposed, and as she was writing 
letters of the utmost importance, she was 
compelled to decline the attentions of 
Miss Delaunie. 

*' Her woman savs, Ma'am,'* conti* 
nued Dolly, ** that she is going early to-^ 
morrow morning I But, Ma'am, Mr. 
Sandby vants to speak to you — only two 
words, he says — and he came almost to 
the dressing-room door; I believe he is 
waiting." 

** 1 cannot see him !" exclaimed 
Laura. *' How can he at such a mo- 
ment unfeeling man 1 Tell him I 

certainly 
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certainly shall not quit my apartfxient 
to-day." 

Dolly withdrew to execute thia com- 
mand, and her young Lady again yielded 
to the various reflections that assailed 
hen Her future destiny claimed a share 
in her ruminations,, and she wondered 
where this sad change in the family of 
Lord BelUngham would place her-r — his 
children too, the children of the Mar- 
eliioness 1 

'* Poor little innocents!" exclaimed 
Laura, weeping at the recdilection, 
** you are abandoned by her who should 
have watched over you, and secured 
your early youth from the approaches of 
©vil!" 

She would instantly have flown to 
them, impelled by the strong influence 
of united pity and affection; but the in- . 
timation she had so ira.mediately sent to 
Mr. Sand by, and the fear of encounter- 
ing him, withheld her, until she could 
learn that he had quitted the house. 

CHAP. 
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CHAR • IV. 

Mrs. CRUDEN failed not to claim 
her association at the snug dinner, to 
which she did honour as usual, without 
any impediment from the delicacy of her 
feelings; whilst Laura, sick at heart, and 
Aveity of her companion, eagerly expected 
the moment that would release her from 
her presence. 

^* My dear Miss Delaunie, how sad 
you are!*' exclaimed good Mrs. Cruden : 
*' upon my word, I shall begin to think 
that what I hear is true." 

** Does it regard me, Madam?" said 
Laura,- sighing. 

*' Yes, indeed; they tell me that you 
have a very great penchant for this bad 
man. Don't look so grave, my, dear, or 
you will quite overcome me ! Poor dear 

VOL. II. E Lady 
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I^dy Melville has almost killed me with 
her grief.— She looks like a corpse, and 
makes herself worse from her excessive 
impatience to get. to town: she has been 
writing to the naughty woman ever since 
she could steady her hand enough to hold 
a pen ; but she says, if she could see her, 
it would be to more effect, and she insists 
upon setting out to-morrow morning, 
even if she die« upon the road! Mr. 
Feanager took leave of me about an hour 
since — he is going with that siily young 
man across the country, to Sir William 
Sandby's. Lady Melville has given him 
a letter for her daughter Sophia, desiring 
her, I suppose, to make up the match as 

soon as possible and, between you 

and me. Miss Delaunie, now the Mar- 
chioness has disgraced herself, and people 
will be led to recollect that ugly aftair of 
Lady Ronald, if Madalina does not se- 
cure him, she will not get a husband in a 

hurry I** 

" What a pitiable fate I*' exclaimed 
Laura, with involuntary emotion. 

'*Well, 
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*' Well, really I do not see that!' re- 
turned Mrs. Cruden : ** if she marries 
Gi^orge Sandby, she will do very well, I 
dare say; and now they have prevailed 
M'ith him to go back, he will soon come 
to Yike her again: but, upon my word, 
Miss Delaunie, she is not much obliged 

to you! Sandby's uncle, who left him 

the estate, was very fond of Madalina, 
and always called her George's wife; so 
it has been a settled thing some time, you 



see." 



Tbis second hint of good Mrs. Cruden 
very much discomposed Laura, who 
would not, however, deign to enter into 
any exculpatory discussion with her; but 
she reflected that such insinuations might 
very materially injure her character in the 
estimation of the world. 

•* Yet can it be supposed," thought 
she, ** that with a penchant for one man, 
1 should not discourage the attentions of 
another? But this woman appears to ac- 
cuse me in both instances, and thinks 
not of the infamy attached to such a 
conduct!" 

E a /*Pray, 



^ 
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^^ PrajT) Miss Delaunie," resumed her 
visitor, after a &hort pause, * * are you to 
reside, think you, with the Dowager 
Countess of Melville? I cannot imagine 
what the Marquis will do with you!" 

** Indeed I know not, Madam/* re* 
plied Laura, in a reserved tone. 

** Lord, my dear, you will find it very 
dull and melancholy here, when we are 
^11 gone! I suppose Lady Melville will 
leave word what is to be done with you ; 
for I dare say the Marquis will still take 
her opinion upon matters of any import- 
ance." 

'^ At such a juncture,*' returned 
Laura, '* I cannot expect to occupy any 
share of her Ladyship's attention." 

^' Perhaps the poor dear Countess ^vill 
mention you between this and to-morrow 
morning," resumed Mrs. Cruden: *' but 
^-propos, I must go and drink my coffee 
with her. Farewel, Miss Delaunie ! I 
shall take my leave now, as perhaps I 
^hall not see you again before I go, I 
travel with poor Lady Melville; she re- 
quested 
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quested it of me, and she intends to set 
but very early." 

Laura, who had now discovered the 
reason of her altered tone, readily re- 
turned her adieu, and felt much relieved 
by her absence: but she was still forlorn 
and depressed; and when Dolly, who 
compassionated her dreary situation, re- 
turned to her apartment, she could not 
imagine any method of avoiding her 
eternal prattle, which wearied and dis- 
tressed her, but by retiring to her bed. 

After a long sleepless night, in which 
the unhappy transaction of the preceding 
clay, and its apprehended consequences, 
mixed with renewed regrets for the loss of 
Mrs'. Rothemere, solely occupied her 
mind, she was just sinking into a doze,' 
when the rattling of carriage wheds in? 
the court-yard made her* start ftom hef 
slumber. " • 

** Ah, if it should be the Marchioness!'' 
she exclaimed, forgetful at the moment 
that her return would be unavailing. She 
had risen in haste, and throwing round 
her a covering, flew to the window but 

E 3 the 
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the sound that had disturbed her wa» 
merely occa^oned by the travelling chaise 
of Lady Melville, which was already at 
the door, though there was scarcely light 
enough for Laura to discern it. 

She now hastily dressed herself, in the 
expectation of being summoned to re- 
cerve a parting compliment from Lady- 
Melville; but ere she could sufficiently 
attire herself to quit her apartment with 
decency* Mrs. Cruden and her poor dear 
friend had departed. 

From the general tenor of Lady Mel- 
ville's conduct, she had not expected thiai 
entire neglect; and though she could not 
regret it, slie now felt solitary, and aban- 
doned by everyone;, and bursting inta 
tears^ threw herself upon her bed, where 
^e femakied until the woman, irho ge- 
nei^Ky %hted the fire, made her appear- 
ance. Of her Laura enquired if Lord 
Traherne and his sister were yet up; and 
the servant replied that she believed not, 
for they did not generally breakfast till 
half after nine, or near ten. Laur?i in- 
tending to take her meals ^yith them, if 

this 
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this indulgence were permitted her by the 
geatlew^omen of the nursery, went thi- 
ther at the time mentioned by the woman. 
She fancied that every thing spoke the df- 
sertion of the mother and the mistress of 
the family; and as she reached the anti- 
chamber of the chiklren** eating-room, 
the voice of Lord Tvaherne, raised in a 
nnngled tone of agony and rage^ assailed 
her* 

Quickening her pac^ she passed on^ 
and found bis sister and himself unat- 
tended but by a young person who per- 
formed the menial offices of the nursery 
apartments. Little Emily was gazing at 
her brother with a distressed and terrified 
aspect ; and wheii Lord Traherne beheld 
Laura, be flew to her^ and asked, in a 
voice almost suffocated with sobs, if his 
mamma had gone away^ and left Emily 
and him, nevet' ta come hack again / 

She took him in her arms, and whilst 
her tears flowed still faster than his, en- 
deavoured to sooth and console him; 
then raising her eyes to the unfeeling 
creature, whose, confusion indicated that 

£ 4 she 
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she wasr the cause of this scene, she bade 
her, in an angry tone, to leave the room. 

''I said no harm," said the girl, sul- 
lenly; '' Lord Traherne is always telling 
some tale or other, and doing of mis- 
chief! I'm sure I never see such a child 
in my life!" and adding, as she quitted 
the room — *• as like the mother as he can 
be!" 

*' Ho\\)' dare you!" exclaimed Laura, 
in a transport of indignation : then turn- 

« 

ing to the abandoned children, her tears 
gushed out anew, and Emily creeping 
close to her, began crying likewise. 

Lord Traherne in a few moments re- 
newed his torturing enquiry, if his mamma 
was gone, never to come back again. 

'* Mayn't 1 have my mamma any 
more?" repeated little Emily, in a plain- 
tive voice: ** Hannah says she is gone 
away — quite gone away l" » 

** Hannah is a \iicked woman to tell 
yon so," said Laura. 

'* If I had a gun, I would shoot her !^' 
exclaimed Lord Traherne, vehemently: 
*' but when will my mamma come ba,ck, 

and 
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^d see Emily and me? You shall be my 
mamma till she comes back 1" 

** And be Emily's mamma too!" said 
the little girl. 

** Yes, dear child — dearest Emily," re- 
turned the still weeping Laura, ** I will 
be your mamma, if I am allowed such 

happiness and your's too, my dear 

William," she added, embracing them . 
both^ 

At this moment Mrs. Aubrey entered 
the room, w^hose countenance, as she ad- 
vanced, testifietl how much she sympa- 
thized, in the distress she witnessed. 

*^ You appear surprrsed, my amiable 
young friend," said she, taking the hand 
of Laura, with the most winning ex- 
pression of kindness in her accent and 
manner, ^^ that I thus, unannounced and 
uninvited, intrude upon you; but I had 
learned that you alone of the late in ha- 

ft 

bitants of Adwan still remained here. * 

I find you however not done; and I 
heard as I approached, that young as you 
are, you' offer to take upon you a kind 

E 5 and 
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and tender care, which another ba»^ 

given up!" 

Laura kissed the hand that affection-- 
ately pressed her*s, and struggled for« 
utterance ; but the entrance of Lady^ 
Emily's nurse prevented for the moment: 
what she sought to express. 

This woman had discovered- the arrival' 
of Mra. Aubrey; and fearing that an in* 
timation of negligence might reach the 
Marquk through Lord John, if it should 
be observed that the children were en- 
tirely confided to the care of Hannah, she 
thought proper to make an excuse for her 
absence, by asserting that Mrs. Mason,, 
the governess, had been taken so ill, that 
she had just thar very instant stepped to^ 
her room to see her. 

Lord Traherne regarded her resent* 
fully, and as though he wished to refute 
this tale; but be contented himself, how- 
ever, with observing that Emily and he 
had not had any breakfast, and that he 
was hungry. 

Mrs. Aubrey^ in some surprise, regarded 
5 a time* 
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a time- piece over the fire-place ; and 
Mrs. Nurse, v/hose cotiscious eye fol- 
lowed tier's, declared that it was half aa 
hour too fast. 

'' Your breakfast and Lady Emily'isr> 
my Lord/* added slie, " is quite ready: 
but yoit are to have it in the next room, 
that you may not disturb Mrs. Mason a» 
yet" 

** Will you not come with me, Miss^ 
Delauuie?" said the boy, rn a voice of 
entreaty. 

^* You know, Lord Traherne," inter- 
rupted tlie nurse, with a very lowering 
brow, ^* that you must learn your les- 
son ! Mrs. Mason will be very angry if 
you cannot say it by twelve !" 

*^ I will not remain with you now, 
then,'' said Laura: *' but I will return at 
your dinner, and sit with you^" 

She then embraced both the children, 
and accompanied Mrs. Aubrey to the 
breakfast- room, where the prohibition 
of the Marquis recurred to her;: and 
whilst she secretly deliberated if it should 
itt the present instance restrain her, whert 

% & au< 



J 
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ail occurrence so unexpected had wholly 
dispersed that society, in favour of which 
her visits had been forbidden, Mrs> Au- 
brey, who attributed the anxious per- 
plexity- her countenance exhibited, to the 
recent discovery of the infamy of Lad^c 
Bellingham, again sought to. console her 
with the gentlest solicitude, by express^ 
ions of kindness and interest. 

Laura thanked her wath fervent grati- 
tude, and at length found courage to. 
mention the immediate subject of her in- 
quietude and doubt, in the most delicate 
and least offensive terms, she could select. 
. ^* I must express my sorrow," replied 
Mrs, Aubrey, with an unaltered counte- 
nance, ** that your very obliging atten-^ 
tions to myself and my family were not 
entirely approved by the Mai'quis : and 
though I. believe his injunction was a. 
mere compliance with the opinion of ano- 
ther, yet, my dear young friend, I will 
not persuade you to disobey it, even 
under the present circumstance; but I 
hope that our mutual friend, Lord John, 
will have sufficient art to break the un- 
pleasant 
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pleasant spell that prevents you for the 
moment from entering the Rectory : — in 
the interhn, as this prohibition, which 
we will contrive to have taken off ia 
three or four clays, does not extend for- 
tunately to an interview, par hazard^ in 
the park or the village, I trust I shall 
encounter you in your promenades, to 
which this fine frosty weather invites 
you/' 

*' How very good you are !" ex- 
claimed Laura: ** I feared to revolt you 
by this ungracious return to the kindness 
you have evinced for me." 

*' No, my. dear Miss Delaunie, " re- 
plied she, ** I could not be so unjust as 
to attach to you any censure for the mis- 
apprehension of Lord Bellingham ; and as 
I think he did not act entirely from his 
own judgment, I therefore hope that he 
will the sooner revoke his interdiction. 
Do you walk this morning? — if you doj 
I will return to my little people, and give 
them a hint of the pleasure they may 
probably enjoy, if they pass this way. 
They are in a terrible bustle that you hav^ ' 

not 
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not appeared as usual, at the extremity of 
the beech^walk, oWigingly hastening 
your pace to join tliem. Frederic feared 
that you lud fallen down upon the slider 
which his brother and himself have made- 
near the park*gate; and he has been much 
distressed at the idea, because poor Martha 
received a slight injury at the same* 
place**' 

" Sweet boy I" exclaimed Laura, *' I 
will immediately prepare to relieve his ap*- 
prehensions*" 

*' Take your breakfast first," said Mrs;. 
Aubrey, rising; ** my visit has delayed 
it much too long; and rally your spirits^ 
my young friend, I grieve at the depra- 
vity that affixes disgrace to the poor babes* 
above stairs ; but the flight of Lady Be^ 
Hngbam will not, I hope, prove very un^ 
fortunate for you," 

She then withdrew; and Laura, much 
cheered by her friendly attention, and 
the increased kindness of her manner,, 
shook off a part of her anxiety and de- 
pression. Her solitary tneal was sooa 
concluded, and she then began her walk ;. 

but^ 
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I but it was ixearly half an hour ere she was 
joined in the beech-walk by any part of 
die family from the Rectory : the chil- 
dren then ran hastily towards her^ M'ith 
countenances set in high glee. 

■^ Mamma will be here in a miuttte,'* 
said Frederic: *' she could not leave Mr. 
St. Orme all alone, before pa|)a returned 
home, or else she would have come be* 
fore ! Mr, St. Orme is just arrived, and 
we are all so glad to see him! but we 
wanted to see you too; so we all ran to 
tell you that mamma will be here almost 
directly." 

*' But will you not come home with 
us?" asked Ed\vard, the second boy. 

** Tum and see Mitty Orme," cried 
their sister;; ** pretty Mitty Orme!'/ 

** Sophy is his little wife," said Frede- 
ric, laughing; *^ do iome, Miss De- 
launie, and see her little" husband; she 
calls him her itty husband, and he is 
taller than papa !'" / 

** Oh but he is very good-natured for 
all that l" interrupted Edward, eagerly. 

/^ I will 
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. *^ I will take another opportunity of^ 
seeing your friend, Mr. St. Orme," re- 
turned Laura; ** but though I \mh at 
present to continue my walk,. I will not 
deprive you of the pleasure you take ia 
his society: if you wish to g*o home, I 
will await your mamma here; or, if she 
is otherwise engaged," added she hastily^ 
*' pray entreat her in my name not to 
come out again to-day." 

" Oh we shall see Mr. St. Orme all 
day long," said Frederic, *' for I hope 
he will stay a week; he always did stay a 
week when he came before.*' 

It was settled at length that Laura 
should retain the elder boy, whilst Ed- 
ward and his sister returned home; but 
they were all very much disconcerted that 
their new friend and playfellow declined 
accompanying them to the Rectory. 

Frederic and his fair companion walked 
a considerable time, in expectation of 
being joined by Mrs. Aubrey; and Laura 
had just desired him to leave her, and en- 
treat of his mother not to quit her guest,- 
vlieu she appeared* 

** FrcJcric 
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*^ Frederic has made my apology, I 
hope/' said Mrs. Aubrey, *' for having 
thus retarded our promised meeting: I 
would have immediately attended my ap- 
pointment after having welcomed my 
young cousin to the Rectory, but that 
he was anxious to pour into my ear a 
history of his grievances, in which in- 
deed I felt sufficiently interested to listen 
with patience and attention. He is now, 
however, with my good man, whose me- 
diation he wishes to obtain between his 
sister and his father, Sir William St. Orme, 
who is not satisfied with having given hiu 
children a very insolent dairy-maid for a 
mother-in-law, but has driven an amiable 
daughter from his house; and ('ecil, hg? 
brother, half distracted at this cruel 
event, has remonstrated rather too warmly, 
and iS' now in equal disgrace. I am very 
much concerned at his distress, and tliee 
occasion of it; for he is really a waithy 
young man, and I believe feels much 
mare for his sister than for himself: Mr. 
Aubrey will send him back immediately^ 
to conduct her hither; for the poor girl 

has 
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has been tre^ed with a severity sbe has 
not been accustomed to, by a female re- 
lation^ to whom she applied for shelter; 
and she is now in lodgings in town, un* 
protected but by Cecil, who i& only a 
few years older than herself. Excuse 
me, however, my dear young friend,^ 
that I thus torment you with a history in 
which you can take but little interest." 

*^ Pardon me/' interrupted Laura^ 
earnestly; **. any subject upon which you 
experience 80 much concern, must greatly 
interest me 1 I will now thank you for 
bestowing any part of your attention on 
me, when it waa so forcibly claimed 
elsewhere, and then leave you, dear- 
Madam, at liberty to assist Mr. Aubrey 
in the kind offices cf counsellor and conr 
soler/' 

*• I hope soon/* returned Mrs% Au- 
brey, *^ to have the satisfaction of again 
seeing you at my own house : en attend'^ 
ant, I will vcuiture to make ,a second- 
appointment with you for to morrow 
morning, which no other circumstance 
1 trust will compel me to break; — till 

then 
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then adieu, my amiable Miss Delautiie I 
I will not apologize for quitting you 
now, because I wish to expedite by CeciU 
wbo will retrace some part of bis journey 
to-day, our notice to Lord John, of the 
cruel edict that detains you from us." 

Laura thanked her, desired her respect- 
ful remembrances to Mr. Aubrey, and 
they parted. 

On her return to Ad wan; which now 
she thought appeared gloomy and de« 
serted, her reflections were diverted from 
her o^n immediate situation, by contem* 
plating that of Miss St. Orme, drivea 
from the protecting roof of a parent, and 
causing, however innocently, the dis^ 
grace of an affectionate brother. Uia 
instant application to the Aubreys demon** 
strated his sense of their benevolence;^ 
and. the intentions of these good people, 
of receiving and sheltering his sister,, 
proved that it was a just one. 

•* How considerate, how amiable are 
this worthy couple!" thought I^aura: 
*^ instead of resenting the ungrateful 
oi^iaioa of the Marquis, and ceasing, to 

bestow 
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bestow upon me a kindness so ill requited^ 
they seek only to remove the interdiction, 
which to others would appear so just a 
motive for withdrawing the favour and 
friendship they had extended to me.'* 
To the extreme mortification of I.aura^ 

the next day was too inclement to allo^v 
her any hope of seeing Mrs. Autrey ; but 
her good man^ as she justly called him, 
walked through a very thick snow, to 
inform her that he had dispatched a 
letter to his old friend, advising him of 
the situation in which she was thus sud- 
denly left, without a companron, or even 
a casual associate, since she was forbid- 
den to continue the intercourse so pleas- 
ing to Mrs. Aubrey, which Lord John 
had been so earnest to promote. 

** However I may lament the late 
event,*' he continued, ** from the respect 
I entertain for my patmn, yet I cannot 
condole with you upon it, my dear Miss 
Delaunie, because I have sincerelv re- 
gretted, since I have become acquainted 
with your temper and disposition, that 
Lady Bellinghani should have had the 

guidanca 
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guidance of your conduct, and the 
power of introducing you to her intimates, 
and the people she calls her friends : and 
though I participate in the anxiety Mrs. 
Aubrey experiences for your future desti- 
nation, yet it must be, in my opinion, 
certainly more eligible than when Lady 
Melville and her daughter possessed any 
influence over it. I believe," he added, 
*' you have heard of the flying visit of 
our young relation : it is by him I have 
dispatched our representation to Lord 
John, who is, I know, in town, where 
I suppose the Marquis likewise to be. I 
hope therefore to receive an answer in a 
day or two: in the interim, I must 
preach patience to Mrs. Aubrey, who is 
vexed at the interruption of a gratifica- 
tion which so much flattered her." 

Laura experienced the warmest grati- 
tude for the reiterated attentions she thus 
daily .received from people to whom she 
had so lately been known; whilst her 
father appeared to display so little affecr 
tion for her. She forgot not in this inter- 
view with Mr. Aubrey the little discussio.n 

she 
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filie had heard respecting the female free- 
, school established by Lady Belliiigham; 
and as she concluded her flight could not 
have amended the state of affairs, she 
summoned courage to entreat that Mr. 
Aubrey would employ the note she had 
received from her father, and which she 
presented to him, in any way he thought 
proper, until the business could be repre- 
sented to the Marquis: but he instantly 
declined receiving it; and having hinted 
his approbation of a thoughtfuhiess so 
much the reverse of • the general Conduct 
she had lately witnessed, he left her. 



CHAP. V. 

i^ OR three succeeding days, alternate 
rain and snow prevented any personal 
communication between Mrs. Aubrey and 
hei'self: but this amiable woman, that 

Laura 
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Laura might not fcei herself totally insu- 
lated, wrote her a friendly billet every 
morning, and commissioned her husband 
to deliver it. 

In this interval no letter arrived from 
the Marquis or Lord John ; and when she 
recollected the tempest of rage in which 
her father had departed, and those direc- 
tions to his valet concerning his pistols, 
which she had unhappily overheard, she 
trembled with horror at the surmises that 
assailed her. 

Her only sources of amusement in her 
solitude were the library, her music, and 
her intercourse with the children, who 
were allowed to seek her occasionally; 
but the attendants of the nursery did not 
by any means chuse that she should,, by 
visiting it daily, have an opportunity of 
observing their shameful neglect ; and 
their insolence soon compelled her to 
abridge her intrusions, as Mrs. Mason 
complained that Lord Traherne would not 
learn his lessons cither when she was ex- 
pected, or when she had left him;, and 

Lady Emily's nurse declared that the 

child 
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child would neither eat nor sleep, because 
Miss Delaunie would put her in mind of 
her mamma, by crying and taking on, 
and making such a to-do ! 

Laura might, however, have disre- 
garded these intimations, had she not ob- 
served that her perseverance was avenged 
upon the little innocents she so much 
loved; and she therefore endeavoured to 
content herself with the visits they were 
graciously suffered to make to her after 
her dinner, which she took at an early 
hour, the longer to enjoy their society. 

On the fourth morning the accustomed 
note from Mrs. Aubrey was sent by a 
servant, and contained the intelligence 
that she was hastening to London, to 
attend Miss St. Orme, who was so much 
inxlisposed as to be unable immediately to 
comply M'ith her invitation : but Mrs, 
Aubrey added, that her absence would 
be as short as possible, from many consi- 
derations. 

This unexpected journey of her friend 
sunk the spirits of Laura, and her morti- 
fication at the circumstance increased, 

M'hen, 
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when on ^ the following day she ob* 
served the atmosphere clear and frosty, 
and was invited to renew her walks by 
a cheering sun. 

She met the children of the Rectory 
and their father in the park, and the 
whole party expressed much pleasure at 
the rencontre. After numberless greet- 
ings from little Sophy and her brothers^ 
Laura enquired when she might hope for 
the return of Mrs. Aubrey; and had the 
satisfaction of hearing, that as the ma* 
lady of the young lady was not repre- 
sented to be very serious, she had flattered 
herself that the cares and ^^ttentions of a 
friend would in a few days restore her 
sufficiently to enable her to take the 
journey. 

'* In my representations to Sir Wil- 
liam,^ added Mr. Aubrey, ^\ I have, 
however, made use of this illness, whicb^ 
though distressing ia itself, will I hope 
have a good effect." 

Laura now enquired if he had learned 
how the indiscretion of Lady Beliinghaiu 

VOL. II. F had 



99 THE WIFE AN1>> 

had terminated, and if there were a pro* 
balyHity of the affair being made up. 

Mr. Aubrey shook his head. 

*' I have not received any intelligence," 
returned he, *^ relative to this unhappy 
business since the flight of the Mar- 
chioness; and I cannot therefore affirm 
what the intrigues of Lady Melville and 
the interference of the families may have 
effected. But it does not appear to me 
that the affair can be accommodated : the 
step was a decisive one, my dear Miss 
Delaunie, and 1 should think it impos- 
sible to attempt to conceal the dishonour 
which so many can testify. "^ 

Mir. Aubrey then changed the subject ; 
but ere Laura returned to her solitary 
home, she informed him of the dismission 
of Dolly by the Marchioness and her mo- 
ther, and enquired if in his opinion it 
would be wrong to detain fier. 

The favourable answer of her adviser 

she immediately communicated to Mrs. 

Maunder, who received the good news 

with great glee, as she thought it would 

have 



TUE MISTRESS. 99 

I>ave been very hard if the impertinence 
of Mrs. Bodeii had operated so long after 
she and her lady had taken themselves off. 
A week Laura awaited impatiently the 
return of Mrs. Aubrey; and each day she 
had walked towards the Rectory, in the 
hope of hearing that she had cheered her 
family by rejoining them. In this inter- 
valj however, a letter arrived from Mrs* 
Hamilton, who thanked her for \\it in- 
forhiation of her situation at Adwan ; 
and slightly adverting to the event that 
had so immediately followed, concluded 
1^y assuring Laura of her continued affec- 
tion and esteem. 

In ^er neglected situation, this assur- 
ance %vas doubly welcome; and it enabled 
her to await, with less inquietude, the 
intelligence which she believed must soon 
reach her, of the manner in which she 
was to be disposed of in future. 

She had now become acquainted "with 
several of the humble inhabitants of the 
village, and had endeavoured to alleviate 
by her liberalities the loss and disappoint- 
ment they generally experienced from the 

F 2 sudden 
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sud£l£U departure of Ihe Marqms and his 
inmates; as their. residence, and that of 
a numerous and idle retinue, had pro- 
cured emploj^ment for many of them, 
and the fragments of the servants' tables 
had been to all a welcome relief 

. In one of her walks to the village, at- 
tended by- Frederic and his brother, her 
heart beaj: quick /it the sight of a post- 
chaise which was approaching from what 
-she knew to be the London road ; and on 
the exclamations of her young compa- 
nions, who aflfirmed that it must be their 
mamma, she walked forward to meet it. 

It was indeed Mrs. Aubrey, who let 
down the glass the moment she discovered 
the party, and the chaise stopped by her 
order. She embraced her children alter- 
nately; and presenting a billet to Laura, 
whom she affectionately recognised— 

** I received this from Lord John Tra- 
herne," said she: '^ I believe it is from 
Lord Bellingham. When you have read 
it, my dear Miss Delai>nie, you will per- 
haps suffer my boys to escort you to the 
Rectory, whither I must hasten with my 

invalid, ' 
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invalid, whom I shall then have the 
pleasure of presenting to you/' 

Laura comprehended* from this hint 
what Mrs. Aubrey meant to infer, and 
tetvuned her acknowledgments in an ani- 
mated tone. As she descended from the 
step of. the carriage, which had bcew kt 
down for the children, -she regarded, for 
the first time, the companion of her friend, 
and perceived that she was a very pretty 
young woman, apparently about eighteen, 
who looked ill and fatigued. Laura gave 
a momentary commiseratioa to the dis- 
tress that had occasioned her indisposi- 
tion, and then hastily opened her letter, 
whilst the chaise drove oa. 



** My dear Laura," wrote the 
Marquis, * * as Lord John makes a point 
of your seeing "the Aubreys, and as you 
are now rather a r abandon at Ad wan, I 
have no objection that you should avail 
yourself of their inclination to have you 
with them, now-and-then. £ desire,^ 

IS 3. however^ 
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however, that you will not suppose your 
residence at Ad wan is to be permanent, 
and form any violent attachment to these 
people, as I intend, notwithstanding 
what has taken place, to have you pro- 
perly introduced and brought out. When 
I have arranged things a little, you 
shall be recalled from your solitude^ 
where you may remain a few weeks, Lady 
Harriet thinks, without much injury to 
your future hopes of establishment, con* 
cerning M^hich I am very anxious. 

** I desire you will not fail to attend 
to the harp, and exercise your voice, that 
it may gain strength, which it' appears to 
want. I am pleased with your progress; 
but I would still have you continue to 
cultivate your musical talents assiduously. 

^'Your's truly, 

** Belltngham/* 



*' Here's Mr. St. Orme!— here's our 
cousin Cecil!'* exclaimed Edward, as she 
concluded this tender epistle; and Fre- 
deric, 



THE MISTRESS. 103 

dcrfc, pointing to a young man on horse- 
back, who was following the traces of 
the chaise, repeated the exclamation. 

" Mamma is come home^ — mamma is 
just gone by !" said Edward, in a joyful 
tone, and running up to Mr, St, Orme, 
who checked his hoi;se, to shake hands 
with the boys. 

** You will stay with us now? ' asked 
Frederic: ** you will not go away again 
. directly F' 

** Not immediately," replied he: '* but 
; you- are detaining this lady, who I believe 
was talking with you." 

^^ Yes, Miss Delaunie is going home 
with us," cried both the children at the 
same moment: *^ but, "added Edward, **if 
you will just give me a little tiny ride, 
I'll come back to her in a minute !" 

** Indeed," said Laura, smiling, *^ I 
do not require such an effort of your po- 
liteness." 

'* You may go, if you please," said his 
brother, with an air of superiority, "but 
I shall stay with Miss Delaunie!" 

F 4 ^'Yott 
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*^ You are a very finefellowi'' returned 
Mr. St. Orme, *' and a man of judg- 
ment; we will, however, indulg'e JEd- 
ward, because he is only a little boy, you 
know." 

He then raised him to the saddle, and 
bowing to Laura, rode on. • 

*' Now don't you like Mr. St. Orme?". 
asked Frederic: '* is he not very good- 
natured ?" 

*^ He appears to be so, indeed," re- 
plied his companion. 

V But do you like him?" resumed her 
interrogator. 

' * Oh certainly ! " she replied. 

^* I thought you would like him," said 

Frederic; ** for every body likes him^ • 

Martha likes him too — she says he is a very 
handsome young gentleman. Do you 
think he is a very handsome young gen- 
tleman?" 

*^ I suppose I must think so," re- 
turned she, smiling. 

*' What, very handsome indeed?" 

** What does Martha think?" asked 

Laura, 
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Laura, rather embarrassed by this very 
close enquiry. 

*^ Oh she thinks so, for she said so 1'^ 
'' Indeed V 

** Yes, indeed she did!" cried Fredericv 
earnestly ; * ^ and so does Susan, and so 
does John!'' ^ . 

*^ Arid what does your mMimasay?" 
*^ Oh, mamma sg-ys he is very good ; 
and when I grow up, and Edward too,, 
she hopes we shall be good ; then every 
body will like us, as they do our coui&in^" 
'* Do you love Miss St. Otrae?" dc- 
xnanded Laura; 

** I never saw her," replied the boy: 
** she lived a great way off, with hec 
papa and Mrs. Freeman; but Mrs. Free* 
man is dead, and she is coming to live 
with us a little while." 

They had now readied the outward' 
gate of the Rectory, and the conversatioa> 
of course dropped. Mr. Aubrey* opened, 
the door to Laura, and taking her hand, 
welcomed her with, great kindness to his 
dwelling: he informed her that his wife 
was at that moment with, their invalid 

F 5 ^ guest 
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guest, who- had been compelled to retire 
to h6r apartment; but that Mrs. Aubrej^ 
would very shortly descend and greet 
her, and had enjoined him meantime to 
exert his utmost gallantry to amuse her. 

" And notwithstanding my rusticity,*' 
added ihe good man, /'and that I am a 
few years older than this gentleman, 
whom I announce to you as my friend 
St. Orrae, yet 1 have no intention of 
transferring the office to him^ however 
willing he may be to receive it from me." 

St, Orme bowed; but he remained 
silent, and in a few moments appeared to 
be in a deep reverie, which Mr. Aubrey 
designedly, however, interrupted more 
than once; whilst Laura, who perfectly 
recollected the little history she bad heard 
of his situation, experienced a powerful 
sentiment of compassion for him, and of 
contempt for his father, who could ifi- 
jure ah neglect a son, distinguished by 
the partiality and friendship of such 
beings as the Aubreys. 

The amiable mistress of the mansiou 
at length appeared, who rt^peated the 

welcome 
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•welcome Laura had already received from 
her husband, in still more flattering 
terms'; and thea turning to Mr. St. 
Orme — 

*^ I have the satisfaction of informing 
you," said she, '' that our dear Caroline 
is much recovered: she requires rest after 
the fatigue of the journey; but I am 
s^ure she will now do very well." 

The countenance of the brother was 
much enlivened by this pleasing intelli- 
gence, and the cheerful accent in which 
it was delivered. 

** I need not tell you," resumed Mts. 
Aubrey, *' that this is my young friend, 
Miss Delaunie, since you said, 1 believe^ 
that ray boy^ had introduced you.'* 

*' Not absolutely,*' returned he, smil* 
ing; '* my name was rather announced 
to the neighbouring echoes, than to their 
Fair companion: but their admired Miss 
Delaunie I certainly could not mistake.'* 
Laura was not suffered to leave her 
friends until- the evening; when she 
was conducted home by Mr. Aubrey, 

J 6 attended 
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attended by his servant, to whose car& 
siugly he would not entrust hen 
. She had not yet seen Miss St. Orme, 
who had not quitted her apartment the 
whole day, where her brother, with af- 
fectionate solicitude, had repeatedly vi- 
sited her: but on the next mornino:- 
M'hen Laura breakfasted by appointment 
at the Rectory, Mrs. Aubrey presented 
to her her young inmate, wlio was evi- 
dently much recovered, and received the 
salutation of Laura with great compla- 
cency and sweetness. In the tourse of 
the day she declared more than once 
that she had not been so happy for a 
long, long time; and the good Aubreys, 
to whom both brother and sister evinced 
the most animated gratitude, had suc- 
ceeded likewise in. enlivening thp spirits 
of their friend Cecil. 

The children, of whom he appeared 
very fond, quite idolized liim; but they 
had been hitherto principally consigned 
to Martha since the arrival of Miss St. 
Orme, as their mother feared they might 

overpower 
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overpower her weakened nerves. After 
their usual walk, however, they were 
now, on a promise of being wonderfully 
quiet, admitted to the general sitting- 
room; and the better to shew their at- 
tention "to the injunctions they had re- 
ceived, • they would speak only in whispers. 
Frederic, after having held a. conver- 
sation of some length with his favourite 
St. Orme, who had taken the little girl on 
his knee, turned to Laur^, and in the 
same repressed voice he had |iitherto 
used, "he informed her with great com- 
posure that he had been telling his cousin 
Cecil that she liked him very much, and 
she thought him very handsome indeed ! 

She felt confounded at this happy in- 
telligence, and her cheeks crimsoned to 
a painful excess, whilst Frederic still in a 
whisper proceeded — 

' ' He says you are very beautiful ; 
and he dares say he shall like you by- 
and-by : but he says he never likes people 
till he knows they are very good; and I 
told him you are very good, so he will 
3 like 
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like you by-and-by ! 1 like- you an<i 

him too!'* 

Laura imagined the reply of St. Orme 
to the inquisitive Frederic was a tacit re^ 
proach to herself for her own supposed 
avowal; but she felt that ft would be 
impossible to explain to him, even by a 
third person, the manner in which this 
fancied approbation had been extorted,^ 
and though she was mortified at the cir- 
cumstance, she thought it would be 
better not to appear to make it of suffi- 
cient consequence to receive such a revi- 
sal as it must undergo, if she mentioned 
it to Mrs. Aubrey. 

At about eight in the evening Mis« 
St. Orrae retired, and Laura at the same 
time bade Mrs. Aubrey adieu. 

** We see you to-morrow.^" said the 
amiable woman, detaining her hand as 
she was leaving the house, 

*' I will come immediately after break- 
fast," returned Laura, ** and pass a long 
morning with you, if you will allow 



me.'' 
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^^ And why not give me the pleasure of 
your company the whole of the day?" 
returned Mrs. Aubrey. 

Laura hesitated. 

*' Those poor little creatures at Ad- 
wan," said she, in a low voice, *' would 
justly think I had quite deserted them. 
I am only permitted to see them after 
my dinner; and for two days past they 
have been disappointed of the visit they 
have such pleasure in making me." 

Mrs. Aubrey pressed her hand. 

** You have an affectionate and consi- 
derate heart,'* said she; ** but I hope we 
shall be able to arrange this better: for 
the present, my dear young friend, I will 
not detain you; we will think of some 
method to-morrow to enable you to pass 
two or three hours Mnth those poor little 
babes, ^nd yet allow us your society 
until this hour at least. I hope you will 
kindly assist me to render this place less 
dreary than my poor Caroline might 
otherwise find it." 

To this Laura readily assented; and 
escorted as on the preceding evening, 
3 she 
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she then walked home. When Mr. Au- 
brey was turning back, after havings 
wished her a good night, the servant who 
opened tlie door to Laura, informed him. 
that Lord John Traherne had arrived, 
early in the afternoon. 

At this intelligence Mr. Aubrey entered 
the house, and Laura accompanied * him 
to their old and mutual friend, who, af* 
ter a laconic greeting, said that he had 
not proceeded to the Rectory, because 
he found himself fatigued, and because 
he understood that it contained visitors* 
Then turning to Laura — , . 

'^ How are you, Miss Delaunie?" said* 
he: *' so I understand that you have 
been interdicted lately from following 
part of the advice I gave you or per- 
haps I should say that 1 threw away upoir 
you!'' 

'* I hope," returned Laura, who still 
felt rather appalled by the rigid air of her 
ancient Mentor, *' I* hope that your^ 
Lordship M'ill not find it entirely thrown 
away.'* 

^'You. 
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' *^ You will be quite alone here very 

shortly,*' resumed he; '* fori find that 
the children and their attendants are to 
be removed immediately. Are you much 
dissatisfied with your solitude?" . 

*' I have not found it such, my Lord," 
replied Laura: *' Mr. and Mrs. Aubrey 
have most kindly rendered it far from a 
solitude tome!" 

^^ Hem! you now wish to retire, I 
presume 1** 

Laura, extremely disconcerted at this 
abrupt hint, curtsied, and withdrew. 
^e imagined that Lord John wished to 
confer with Mr. Aubrey upon the present 
situation of Lord Bellingham's family^ 
^nd was chagrined that she had not pre* 
vented him the trouble of dismissing 
her. But in fact, Lord John now found 
himself unusually and powerfully inte- 
rested in the welfare of Laura; and as 
he never yielded to a partiality weakly 
founded, he chose to interrogate Mr. 
Aubrey very strictly upon the observa- 
tions he had been enabled to form of her 
character, before he allowed any further 

symptom 
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symptom to escape him, of a prepos- 
session which he feared and expected* to 
find either misplaced, or jat least far too 
sanguine. 

Lord John was a widower, and the only 
offsprings of his marriage had been one 
son, a young man of the most amiable 
character, who had given every promise 
of becoming an ornament to his name 
and family ; and this son h& had followed 
some years before to an ^arly grave, to 
which Mr. Traherne had been conducted 
by a severe disappointment^ attended by 
circumstances of peculiar aggravation^ 
conjoined with a constitution by no 
means robust, and a heart that trembled 
at the miseries of others, whilst it si- 
lently smothered its own. 

This disappointment was. connected 
with the history of the ill-fated mother 
of Laura: — he had felt the inflnence of 
her many virtues, heightened as. they 
were by superior personal graces; but he 
knew the determined temper of his fa- 
ther, and he too well knew likewise the 
cruel persecution to whix:h. the discovery 

of 
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of his fatal predilection would subject 
the fair and unfortunate object that in- 
spired it, who was wholly dependant on 
the bounty of his aunt, * Lady Betty 
Traherne, a woman of unconquerable 
pride and uncommon austerity. 

The mother of Laura was the daughter 
of a physician, moie skilful than eminent 
in his profession,, who had originally 
practised in London; but the declining 
health of a wife he loved and esteemed, 
compelled him to quit the metropolis, 
when his merit was dawning on the pub- 
lic eye; and he then settled in a distant 
county, near a populous town, and aa it 
happened, in a situation equally conti- 
guous to an estate of Lady Betty, whose 
hfe Dr. Delaunie twice preserved by an 
unusual exertion of attention and skill. 
Ilia own days were shortened by the 
anguish of failing in every attempt to 
prolong the existence of her who was 
most dear to him ; and Lady Betty 
thought herself bound either by gratitude 
or decorum, to offer an asylum to bis 
orphan daughter, a lovely girl of six,- 

teen. 
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teen, who had been cherished and nur- 
tured with all the fond attentions .of 
parental love. 

Mr. Traherne beheld her sufferings fn 
her subsequent situation; and that he 
might not increase them, he vigilantly 
guarded his secret from the knowledge of 
her tormentor : but the more impetuous 
admiration of his cousin Bellingham, by 

. exciting his jealousy, at length betrayed 
his passion, and Lord John withdreiK 
him without any explanation of his mo- 
tive,, from the vicinity of her who in- 
spired \U 

Lady Betty did not leara the intelli- 
gence, ut which her pride and indigua.- 
tion were equally excited, with the same 
prudent calm : her luckless protigSe,. 
dowerljess and destitute, but of that 

Javour she had now reason to deplore, 
was compelled to endure her tyranny^ 
her vindictive reproaches, and still more 
hateful charges of seductive arts . and 
machinations, ta which her ingenuous 
mind, supported by the pride of youth, 
and all its candid attributes^ and glowing 

wiilx 
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nvith the consciousness of innocence, was 
wholly abhorrent. 

Lord Bellingham witnessed the anguish 
of her heart, smarting Avith unredressed ' 
and accumulating injuries: in her pre- 
sence he was warned to beware of her 
allurements, and he marked the indignant 
resentment that tinged her cheek, and 
sparkled through the falling tear: in 
secret he found means to sooth her 
wounded spirit, by protestations of unli- 
xnitted esteem, and entire belief of the 
artless and exculpatory tale she told. 
But -Lady Betty soon became suspicious 
of those assiduous and repeated visits her 
young companion vainly conjured him to 
forbear, who found at length her situa- 
tion too intolerable to be supported either 
with health or reason unshaken ; and with 
despair and' the most destitute poverty for 
her associates, she fled. 

Lord Bellingham traced lier wandering 
steps^ and she fell into a gulph of misery 
till then unknown— the misery of guilt! 

Lord John now felt that his son was 
secure; but his satisfaction was of short 

duration ; 
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duration: for Mr. Traherne hearing sud- 
denly the intelligence of Lord Belling- 
ham's cruel success, was precipitated by 
the shock into a fever, which first seized 
his brain, and finally settled on his nerves. 
He was however slowly recoi^ring, when 
the marriage of the Marquis, and his 
consequent desertion of the mother of 
Laura, again agitated his mind. Every 
agony of remorse, shame, and sh'ghted 
affection which she could experience, 
his fancy depicted, and his heart en- 
dured; and her well-remembered image, 
now convulsed with anguish, and press- 
ing her abandoned babe to a bosom once 
so spotless, eternally assailed him. 

Lord John trembled once more for his 
life — he trembled for his reason tottering 
to its basis; but he knew not Ihat he 
might yet tremble lest the delicacy, the 
pride, or the rectitude of Mrs. Stanmore 
might be insufficient to guard his son 
from a marriage which would now disho- 
nour him — a marriage Mr. Traherne ear- 
nestly solicited. 

Upon 
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Upon her repeated rejection of his 
s^uit, he suffered himself to be conducted 
to another climate, where he breathed his 
last sigh ; and Lord John found amongst 
his papers several letters from Mrs. Stan- 
more, which informed him of the wishes 
of the deceased to become her husband, 
by the generous arguments she employed 
to soften her refusal of his reiterated im* 
portunity. 

Agitated by deep and bitter sorrow for 
the untimely fate of his only thild^ he 
now felt this sorrow heightened by re- 
morse for the worldly policy which had 
shortened his days ; whilst his eye wan- 
dered over the proofs he had discovered 
of the worth of her, for whom his re- 
gretted son had wasted his last years in 
anguish and in painful suffering. 

Lord John compared the character and 
conduct of this son, for ever lost to him, 
with those of the Marquis and of the 
greater pair of the young m? n he had an 
opportunity of observing ; and he beheld 
them with disgust. On his return to 
England he had heard that the object of 

Mr. 
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Mr. Traherne's unhappy passion had 
formed an honourable union with Mr. 
Rothemere, whose connections and friends 
were become her firm supporters, from 
the tried merits of her character; and 
that she had been impelled to form this 
engagement, to reclaim the privilege of 
being allowed the society of her daughter. 
He heard at length that she was no 
more, and he gave a sigh to her me- 
mory he gave many to the impru- 
dence, the extravagance, the thoug-fat- 
less follies of the woman who bad sue- 
ceeded her in the affecti6n of the Mar- 
quis, whose pecuniary necessities he had 
been more than once called upon, to re* 
lieve by loans, which he was induced to 
grant, in the hope of supporting the 
credit of that name •which he venerated 
himself, and wished to be respected by 
the world. Hence arose the deference 
which Lord John obtained from Loid and 
Lady Bellingham; and hence arose that 
patient endurance of his eccentricities, 
and of the pointed reproofs that escaped 
his Jrps, when he contrasted the despi^* 

cable 
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cable follies he witnessed, with the virti^es 
he too well remembered. 

When he first beheld Laura, he was 
struck with her beauty, and the un- 
feigned diffidence and sweetness which he 
had so often contemplated^ en travestie, 
in the countenance and in the manners 
of other young women, who make it a 
point of decorum to appear all that angels 
are, and men adore'. His favourable sen- 
tiibents rapidly increased, and he M^ould 
have remained longer at Adwan^ had not 
the extreme disapprobation he expe- 
rienced for the Occupations of its inmates, 
and his disgust at the characters of the 
Marchioness* and her family, driven him 
thence. He had now returned, resolved 
to ascertain from the judgment of Mr. 
Aubrey, and his own further observa- 
tion, if Laura, the disowned gem of the 
house of Traherne, were worthy the de- 
signs he had formed in her favour — de- 
signs that were strengthened by the re-, 
collected entreaties of his^ dyino^ son, 
that he would watch over the child of 

VOL. II. G M^is 
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Mrs* Stanmare, at that time abandoned 
to the caprices of Lady Belli ngham, 
Avhom Mr. Traherne detested. 



mm 



CHAP. VL 

vJN the* following morning, when 
Laura again met Lord John, he accosted 
her with peculiar complacency,, which 
sh6 justly imputed to the kind partiality 
of her new friends; but he appeared at 
the same time unusually grave and 
thoughtfql; and when by his command 
the children were conducted to him, 
Laura beheld a tear start to his eye. 

Lord Traherne, who had learned that 
he was leaving her, expressed much re- 
gret at his removal. — ** But if we go to 
Bellinghani House, " continued he, *Mve 
shall see our mamma again, shall we 
not?" 

4 '' Never r 
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" Never!" exclaimed his uncle, in a 
vehement voice. 

The boy starting at the unexpected 
violence of the sound, looked at LaAirii, 
in the hope that she would contradict th« 
sentence; but inexpressibly distressed, 
she turned from Ivira, and wept. 

'* What have I dbn^!'* ejaculated Lord 
John, in a low voice: then taking the 
child in his arms,- he pressed his quiver- 
ing lips to his forehead, and hastily left 
the room. 

Little Emily, who had hitherto been 
restrained from crying, by the fear of 
her cross uncle, now burst into tears ; 
whilst Lord Traherne, with an indignant 
and swelling mien, exclaimed — 

** I will see my mamma ! Why won't 
they let me see my mamma? But I will 

see her' when I go to Bellingham- 

House, they shall not hinder me!" 

Laura knew not what to say that might 
sooth him, and console his sister : at 
this moment' however, fortunately for her 
feelings, a servant entered, to announce 
that the carriage and attendants of Lord 

G 2 Traherne 
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Traherne and of Lady Emily were ready, 
and to enquire, by the instruction of 
Mrs.J|^Mason, if Lord John or Miss De- 
launie had any commands for her. As 
Laura had been apprized of this sudden 
removal, she had addressed a few lines to 
her' father, which she now withdrew to 
transmit to the gouvernante. 

When she returned to the same apart- 
'ment. Lord John had re-entered it, and 
was uttering his farewell to the children : 
Laura embraced them both with fresh 
fears, and they were conducted away. 
She was then retiring, but Lord John 
recalling her — * . * 

** My friend Aubrey," said he, *' will 
be here the whole of this day, at my re- 
quest* I wish to have a long and unin- 
terrupted conversation with him. You 
are, it seems, a very welcome guest at 
the Rectory, Laura, and I wish you to 
be there more particularly to-day : go, 
child, dry your eyes, and walk thither." 

She- found the amiable Mrs. Aubrey 
more than usually animated, and Caroline 

St. 
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St. Orrae, who was sitting with her, ap- 
peared cheerful. 

'* Did you meet my gaod man in 
your way hitl>er.r" asked her friend. 

Laura replied that she had not. 

** He passes the day by appointment 
with Lord John," resumed Mrs. Aubrey, 
^* who tells him ■ But you look sad, my 
dear Miss Delaunie," added she, taking 
the hand of Laura, whom she placed by 
her side: '* and I cannot suffer you to be 
80, when I have heard, not many hours 
back, of your conquest'over the stubborn 
prejudices of an old man, \(^ho has been 
affirming, I believe foe fifty years, that 
the world will never again produce a wo- 
man with a genuine, unadulterated mind! 
Caroline entreats that I will hide her if 
our worthy misanthrope should bend his 
steps this way : but I mean on the con* 
trary to present her to his Lordship, as 
another proof of his late error." 

Miss St. Orme, however, very earnestly 
declined this intended honour, in favour of 
her original plan of evasion ; and con- 
sented to relinquish every probability of 

G 3 sharing 
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fiharmg in the triumph of Laura, which 
she well merited to enjoy without any 
participation, she added. 

The point was not wholly adjusted when 
the little Aubreys and their favourite 
Cecil entered the room : the ol^ildren, as 
usual, ran to Laura, who received thena 
with the same kindness that first von 
their regard; but when she contrasted the 
joyous mien they displayed with the dis* 
consolatc faces of Ijord Traherne and his 
«ist5er, as they were fed from her by at* 
tendatits who bad e^'inced themselves 
oai'eless and wnteeling — abandoned -by 
one parent, and merely receiving at in- 
tervals the trausiient ^e^nlearments of the 
ether, she burst into tears. 

Mrs. Aubrey was fair a ^moment iiBab!^ 
to divine the subject of ber emotion; 
but when she recollected that the deserted 
children of Ad wan had left it, it imme* 
diately occurred to herj and sl>e desired 
Fredeiic, in a whisper, to conduct his 
sister and Edward to the nursery. 

Caroline St. Orme felt her own eyes 
suffused when she heard the convulsive 

sobs 
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sobs of Lanra, and her brother appeared 
equally shocked and concerned; whilst 
Mrs. Aubrey, finding that her distress 
increased by successless efforts Jo repress 
it, at length led her into another room, 
where she soon recovered sufficiently to 
communicate to this good woman the 
melancholy reflection which had thus 
overpowered her. At her request, Mrs. 
Aubrey then returned to Miss St. Orme ^ 
and her brother, who were equally desir- 
ous of learning the cause of her emotion,- 
and that it had subsided. Cecil, • who 
was well informed by report of the clia- 
racter and conduct of the Marchioness, 
extremely compassionated her little, de- 
serted offspring, whose mortification and 
anguish Laura, from the eiiergy of her 
own feelings, and the impetuous affec- 
tion of her own heart, had unconsciously 
heightened, in her recital to Mrs. Aubrey. 
When she re-appeared, she was re- 
ceived with increased consideration by 
the St. Ormes; and Caroline soon found 
an opportunity of insinuating a wish that 
she might obtain tlie esteem and friend- 

G 4 ship 
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ship of Miss Delaunie — an intimation 
Laura replied to with grateful avidity. 

Mr. Aubrey returned not until the 
evening was far spent; and as the atmo- 
sphere was. then damp and .foggy, Lord 
John had sent his own carriage to convey 
Laura home; an attention that flattered 
her the more sensibly, as she had not 
lately been accustomed to experience any 
from the family at Adwan. 

Lord John still continued, however, 
cautious and reserved : he was ^ot visible 
to her that evening, arid in the morning 
he surveyed her, as she sat at his break- 
fast table, rather with the air of an inqui- 
sitor, than a partial friend. 

Laura felt confused and anxious; she 
was in terror lest she had inadvertently 
offended or disgusted him; and having 
with difficulty sustaine(i, for some time 
after the conclusion of the meal, the 
steady res>-ard of his penetrating, eyes, 
which were fixed upon her from under 
his thoughtful brow, she at length arose, 
and without venturing to bie^k the 

profound * 
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profound silence he hac] maintained, 
withdrew^ 

In her retreat, she met Mr. Aubrey, to 
whom she related her fears, and the occa- 
sion of them. 

*' Yt)ii misinterpret the sentiments of 
your venerable friend," returned he; 
*' they are entirely favourable to you: 

but as he has not of late found himself 

« 

impelled to regard any one with sudden 
esteem or partiality, he is fearful of be- 

conning 1 must apply his own ternv— 

un old foidy however impossible such a 
thing can be. And this combat of incli- 
nation and prudence renders him in your 
presence more than usually reserved. 
But, my dear Miss Dclaunic," added he^ 
•* you are impatiently expected at the 
Rectory, where your assistance is re^- 
quired to console our young guests under 
an affliction, which I hope will not be a 
lasting one. Caroline has received a 
letter from her ill judging father^ an- 
nouncing his continued indignatioA 
against his son :-^of herself he .writes 
with more lenity, and I trust his dia- 

G 5 pleasure 
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pleasure will not long be retained, to the 
prejudice of his parental tenderHess." 

Mr. Aubrey then passed on> and Laura 
vith a hurried step flew towards his hos* 
pitable mansion. In the beech- walk, 
however, her speed was arrested by the 
sight of Cecil St. Orme, who was pacing 
it in a hasty and disordered manner, his 
arms folded, and his eyes fixed upon the 
earth. 

She pictured to herself his mortifica- 
tion and angiaish to find the gay pro- 
jspectsof his youth entirely blighted, and 
feel himself compelled to quit the society, 
and abandon the connections his situa* 
tion in life and the former bounty of his 
father had enabled him to form— a bounty 
which Mrs. Aubrey had informed her had 
bordered on profusion. At another mo- 
ment Laura would have passed on, widi- 
out doing violence to her natural timi- 
dity, by making an eifort to accost him ; 
but at tliis peculiar juncture she feared 
tiis depressed spirit would ill construe.any 
accidental eircumstance that might be 
imputed to slighting contempt or indif- 
ference; 
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ferehce; and she crossed the wet grass to 
join him. 

Bnt St. Orme perceived her not; and 
for a few seconds she thouorht of return- 
iug and pursuing her way: yet, if h« 
then bi^heki her, he would most certainly 
suppose that she was quitting the path to 
avoid him. 

*' That would be still worse than if I 
had coldly passed him!" thought Laura; 
and she followed him a few steps. 

St. Orme stopped in a musing posture; 
and Laura, M^hose courage failed her, 
topped likewise. He raised his hand to 
his forehead, and sighed : an exclamation 
of regret escaped his iips, and fearing «he 
mioht hear more than he would have 
chosen any one to listen to, with some 
hesitation she prevailed npon herself to 
join him. He started, -and the colour 
heightened on his cheek when Laura 
stood before him ; nor did she exhibit 
less confusion. 

*' Have you already visited the Rec* 
tory. Miss Delaunie?" demanded be, ob- 
gervmg, with some surprise, the directiom 

G 6 in 
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in which she appeared to have been 
walking. 

*^ I am going thither," Laura re- 
plied; ** but I beheld you, and I turn- 
ed -= 1 was walking in the -upper path." 

** Caroline tells me," returned he, 
with a half smile, ** that I have lately 
lost the faculty of perception ; and I 
jnust now really believe her, since Miss 
Delaunie could approach me, and I knew- 
it not 1" 

*' I will enquire if Miss St. Orme 
rested well last night," said Laura, *^ and 
then allow you to meditate without fur- 
ther interruption," 

He again sighed, and looked very grave. 

*^ Yes> ^he rested well," returned he; 
*' but this morning her peace and repose 
have been cruelly disturbed! The medi- 
iation you observed, had its source in the 
same cause." 

" I hope soon to perceive by her cheer- 
fulness and yours," returned Laura, 
** that the cause is removed." 

** You are very amiable and benevo- 
lent," replied he, in an earnest tone^ 

** and 
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*' and Caroline is happy in obtaining 
such a friend!'' 

Jaurafelt highly flattered by this simple 
sentence of commendation ; but by some 
combination of idea it brought to her re^ 
collection the conversation of Frederic, 
which at the moment had so much dis- 
composed her, and which now recurred 
with the same effect. 

St. Orme accompanied her to* the Rec- 
tory; and during the remainder of the 
walk they were almost wholly silent. 

When her brother appeared, poor Ca- 
rolme vainly endeavoured to conceal the 
depression which would, she well knew, 
operate to increase his inquietude, and 
which in his absence she had relaxed in 
her efforts to subdue. Mrs. Aubrey was 
sitting with her; but she had dismissed 
the children, that their observations and 
enquiries might not embarrass her dis- 
tressed guests, to whom she proffered 
consolation, more by the amiable solici- 
tude of her attention, than by exhorta- 
tions not to experience that anxiety and 
regret it was so natural to feel. Her 

example 
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example was followed hy Laura; and the 
good sense and uibatiity of Cecil and his 
sister induced them to repay the kindness 
of both, by allowing them to believe it 
in some degree successful. 

Laura learned in the course of the day 
that when Lord Jolra quitted Ad wan, 
Mr. Aubrey proposed to make a journey 
into Herefordshire, where Sir William St 
Orme then was, to endeavour to amelio- 
rate the decree against his son; but that 
Cecil himself had little expectation of his 
Mccess in this friendly undertaking. 

*' If his fcara should be verified," ex- 
cialmed Caroline, when her brother had 
accidentally left the room, *' what will 
become of us? I dread the etfects of 
fats resentment and indignation : he can- 
not live upon his commission; and he 
lOQce talked of seeing it, and going to 
the East Indies!'' 

Mrs. Aubrey entreated her to have a 
stronger reliance \ipon the zealous good 
offices aQd the furtlier representations of 

hei* husband in his behalf, 

. **Tbey 
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^' They must be successful," said Laura, 
earnestly, ** I am assured they ihust; 
and your happiness will be quicMy re- 
established," 

Miss St Orme appeared consoled and 
encouraged by these friendly persuasions: 
tirhen Laura left the Rectory, sh^ was se- 
rene and composed; aud the change in 
her aspect had a proportionable effect on 
that of her brother. 

Lord John was again invisible to Laura 
until the breakfast hour the next morn- 
ing, and she then learned that in another 
hour he meant to set off for London. 
Before his departure, he "enjoined her to 
continu-e assiduously to cultivate the 
friendship of her worthy neighbours. 
** I wished you," added he, ^* to re* 
move entirely to the Rectory, which 
would be a more proper and convenient 
residence to you than this is: but they 
have, I find, already admitted other 
guests, wholly entitled to their protec* 
tion, and an additional inmate I know 
they cannot receive. The distance how- 
ever is not great; and as you are not, 

fortunately 
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fortunately for yourself, a fine lady, you 
will not scfuple, I suppose, continuing to 
walk there, and return in the same M^ay : 
— indeed it generally happens, arid it 
certainly is very proper, that a great 
benefit should be rather difficult in the 
attainment, that it may not be too lightly 
estimated. I have thought that perhaps 
you may be in pain concerning any addi- 
tional expence which your presence may 
create in this little frugal, but generous 
family ; if so, banish that fear — I will 
take sufficient care to settle the point to 
my own satisfaction. 

" I am sorry the Marquis will not 
suffer you to remain here as long as I 
could wish. Had such a woman as Mrs. 
Aubrey directed the youthful mind of 
the Marchioness of Belli ngham, the fa* 
mily she has dishonoured would not at 
this moment be compelled to blush at 
the depravity that^has so severely wounded 
it/' 

The deep and energetic tone in which 
this last sentence was uttered, proved to 
Laura how keenly this depravity was felt 

by 
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by Lord John; and as his countenance 
at that moment displayed an austerity 
appalling even to her who was conscious 
of not having provoked it, the*colour 
forsook her cheeks, and she trembled. 

He gazed at her for a few moments in 
siletice: at length — *• You will shortly," 
resumed he, ** so I understand, be re- 
moved to town: yet even there the good 
counsels of Mrs. Aubr'fey may follow you. 
And I, Laura Delaunie — I will be your 
friend, your protector, and your father ! 
I speak not rashly — and I am resolved ! 
In your childhood you were recom- 
mended to my affection by the first of 

human beings! Alas, poor youth!—-— 

but you have been in good hands! go, 

child — leave me!" 

Laura, who beheld a tear steal into the 
furrows of an aspect generally so rigid 
and so stern, felt all her fears dissolve 
into respectful compassion; and taking 
his hand with an inexpressible emotion, 
she pressed it to her trembling lips. 

Even this indirect mention .of his son 
had softened the soul of Lord John, and 

* he 
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be received the silent testimony of her 
gratitude with complacency, 

*' Farewell, Laura Delaunie," resumed 
he, '* farewell! When you are recalled 
to London, I will again see you ; ■ Iiere 
you are safe — there yoii will be exposed 
to the machinations of the rich profligate 
and the needy adventurer: but I will 
watch over your welfare— ——farewell, 
child!— leave meV 

** Ah, my Lord!" said Laura, still de- 
taining his hand, ^' you are superior to 
my poor acknowledgments: but I must 
offer them, humble though they are ! I 
feel all the condescension of your Lo4*d- 
ship; but I will not trespass further on 
your patience, than to assure you that I 
can estimate it properly !" 

** Well, welV returned he, '' it is 
enough — farewell !" 

Laura returned the adieu with zealous 
respect, and withdrew. In a few mo- 
ments she beheld his carriage drive 
through the park; and as she watched 
the receding wheels, she reflected upon. 

his 
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his parting expressions and the emotions 
that had agitated him. 

^* I was recommended to his affec- 
tion," said Laura, musing, ** by the first 
of human beings! and this was not Mrs. 
Rothemere, for he apostrophized this 
being as a man — a young man!— It was 
bis sou ! and how could my destiny have 
interested him ?'^ 

This was a qoestion not all her reflec- 
tion or reasoning could solve; and after a 
long reveriei, she at length recollected the 
amiable group at the Rectory, and cast- 
ing off the pensive mien she wore, has- 
tened to join it with her accustomed sa- 
tisfaction, and the light step of hope and 
pleasing expectation. 

The servant who admitted her, informed 
her that his, Lady had been sent to by a 
poor woman in the village, but that she 
was expected to return every moment; 
and Miss St. Or me had walked with her. 

** Is Mr. Aubrey at home?" asked 
Laura. 

The man replied that he was not; and 
on en tdiing the general sitting-room, sh$ 

beheld 
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beheld only Mr. St. Orme and the little 
girl, who instantly enquired why she had 
not come sooner. 

** We have anxiously expected you for 
some time,' subjoined her companion ; 
** and my little wife has openly expressed 
her impatience and chagrin at your tardi- 
ness, notwithstanding the eloquence I 
have exerted to chekt th^ moments of 
expectation. I begin to think myself 
very ill treated ; for I recollect the time 
when I was without a rival in the favour 
of Sophia." 

Laura was pleased to observe the cheer-- 
ful accent in* which this sentence was ut* 
tered; and as her own spirits were ele- 
vated by the declared protection of Lord 
John, she replied with sortie vivacity. 
They were now joined by Miss St. Orme, 
who said that Mrs. Aubrey had been 
compelled to prolong her charitable visit, 
and had desired her to offer her excuse* 

m 

to their friend. 

** I am quite delighted," added she, 
** that this formidable Lord John is at 
length gone! I began to fear that as 

you 
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you were so uncx)mmon a favourite, he 
might take it into his head to run away 
with you to town." 

** Indeed," replied Laura, "much as 
I respect his Lordship, I should have 
complied with great reluctance to such a 
proof of his favour ; but whilst Mrs. 
Aubrey is at Adwan, I should not, with 
the inclination of Lord, John, be removed 
from it." 

*^ I am very glad to hear that," re- 
plied Miss St. Orme: ** but if he often 
takes these fancies of flying here without 
notice, I shall be afraid of venturing into 
the park, lest I should unadvisedly en- 
counter him one of these days." 

** He is not quite so tremendous," said 
Laura, smiling, " as your imagination 
represents him, I belie ve.'* 

** You, Miss Delaunie," observed St. 
Orme, " will perhaps think him more so, 
when he presents to you a very grave and 
solemn gent4enian, some learned Judge^ 
or Reverend Bishop perhaps, as a happy 
pretender to your fair hand, and your 
'requested heart." 

His 
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His sister laughed, ami Laura attempted 
to smile : but as she did not think such a 
thing quite impossible, a sudden appre* 
hension seized her, that Mr. Aubrey 
might have' dropped an intimation that 
had given occasion for this idea. 

** Or if his Lordship thinks," conti- 
nued St. Orme, with an air of pleasantry, 
^* that the gay fancies of youthful beauty 
should be better consulted, he may pro- 
pose to you some gallant hero who 
served with him in fort^'-five — some vete- 
ran, majestic Field- Marshal !" 

*' That would be a degree better,** ob- 
served Caroline. **What does my ami- 
able friend say to this high advancement?'^ 

Laura, with some effort, replied with 
equal gaiety, and the entrance of Mrs. 
Aubrey soon after relieved her from. an 
embarrassment and inquietude she feared 
to betray, and could not entirely define 
the source of. 

This gleam of unexpected vivacity 
from Cecil Sil Orme was spon over- 
clouded however, by his returning ab- 
sence of mind, and a thoughtfulness that 

increased 
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increased as the moment of Mr. Aubrey's 
departure approached ; who, notwith- 
standing his efR)rts to hasten it, could 
not immediately arrange his affairs for an 
absence of two or three weeks, by pro- 
curing a substitute for his professional 
duties. 
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-t\T length, however, Mr. Aubrey an* 
Bounced that he was at liberty to begin 
his journey, and that he meant not to 
defer it longer than the following morn- 
ing. 

" My fate will then be shortly de- 
cided," returned St. Or me, in a com- 
posed accent ; but the words were fol- 
lowed by a sigh, and his mien denoted 
anxiety : yet he shortly after rallied his 
spirits, and endeavoured to join, with an 

unembarrassed 
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unembarrassed air, in the general conver- 
sation. 

Caroline appeared to entertain better 
hopes; and when Mr. Aubrey bade her 
adieu, as he departed, her pleasing ex- 
pectations were not allayed: whilst the* 
heart of her brother sunk with unac- 
knowledged fears, and that of Laura ex- 
perienced a corresponding emotion of 
deep inquietude, as the chaise which con- 
tained the worthy mediator, conveyed 
him from the door, when she reflected 
that upon the success of his mission de- 
pended most probably the welfare and 
happiness of Cecil St. Orme and his sister. 

** If it should fail," thought she, as 
her eyes earnestly and unconsciously fol- 
lowed the traok of the carriage wheels, 
'' if that good man should find this self- 
ish father deaf to his representations, his 
entreaties, and remonstrances, what will 
be their doom I Caroline might exist 
contented in an humbler situation than 
her birth would entitle her to; but. her 
brother, who has tasted so unboundedly 

of 
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of affluence and independence, what, will 
become of him!" 

She had remained several minutes mo- 
tionless, and' pursuing with anxiety this 
reflection, when Miss St. Orme took her 
band, and leading her into the house — 

*' Would you tiot suppose," said she, 
addressing Mrs. Aubrey and her brother, 
" that it was the destiny o( Laura our 
kind friend was going to determine, aiid 
that we had exchanged situations, from 
the expre^ion of her countgnance and 
her pensive mien?'* 

St. Orme regarded her in silence, and 
his sister continued. 

*' When Mr. Aubrey returns with 
pleasing intelligence, I am assured I shall 
scarcely rejoice more than Miss Delau* 
nie! You must not be sad, Cecil," add- 
ed she, observing l)is melancholy aspect ; 
*' our dear. Mrs. Aubrey will assist iii 
dispersing these gloomy forebc^dings, and 
so I am certain will my kind Laura — for 
they Jtre all charity and goodness! And 
licre are your }"oung playfellows return- 

VOL. II. u ing 
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ing from their walk, who will readily 
join in the combination. " 

St. Oraie tbaCnked her for her generous 
exertions in his. favour; but he found 
himself unable to second them by any 
effort of his own, and shortly withdrew, 
to indulge the dark presages that ap- 
peared to have seized his mind. 

Caroline then burst into tears* 

** Oh Mrs. Aubrey!" she exclaimed, 
'^ if my father should indeed cut off his 
prospects, and abandon him to difficul- 
ties, to which he has been hitherto ^ 
little accustomed', what will be the event!'* 

^* Depend upon my prediction/' re- 
turned she, ** that Sir William will not 
wholly deseit hi^. son: he may indeed 
considlerably diminish the appointment 
your brother has until now received ; but 
this will not in fact be doing him any in* 
jury, since the only fe^r Mr. Aubi-ey has 
ever allowed himself to entdrtain, lest he 
should sully the amiable character he has 
ever 8upt>orted, arose from the too unli- 
mitted dissipation into whieh bis profes* 
siooL and his associates may have drawn 
4 lA^i i 
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him, and from the designing train of 
speculators and parasites which a very 
young man of large income, and still 
more extensive expectations, will ever at- 
tract about him. The cloud which now 
obscures his fortutie, may disperse these, 
and he will in future .learn to select even 
youthful friends and companions, with a 
judgment and discrimination he might 
not perhaps otherwise have so soon at* 
tained, and which may very materially 
contribute to his future happiness." 

Caroline found that consolation from 
the arguments and assurances of Mrs. 
Aubrey they were meant to bestow; and 
Laura experienced an almost equal relief 
fmm them : but she thought she had dis* 
tovered a latent meaning in th^ speech of 
the amiable monitress, tliat in a small 
degree reflected upon the conduct of. St, 
Orme, in the prosperous career of his 
early fortune; but whatever, his errors 
Height have been, they had not, she dis^ 
cerned, been of sufficient magnitude to 
deprive him of the esteem of his friends, 

u S and 
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and she concluded''that it would be there- 
fore wrong to withdraw her's. 

On the following morning Laura had 
promised to join the little party at the 
Rectory earlier than usual; and Dolly 
having received an injunction to attend 
her an. hour sooner than she had been 
accustomed to await her Jevee, fulfilled 
the order with unusual alacrity; and with 
a simpering mien, amidst many other 
enquiries which the good humour of 
Laura M'ould not atlow her to refuse a 
reply to, asked when Mr. Aubrey was 
expected back. 

** Lideed I do not know, Dolly,'' re- 
plied her young Lady, with sudden gra- 
vity. 

'*' Ma'am, I hope you an't offended,'' 
said Mrs. Maunder :* '* but to be sure M^e 
are all on tiptoe to know the up-shot of 
Mr. Aubrey's going to the old gentleman; 
Sir William r 

** What do you mean?" exclaimed 
Laura, turning to her attendant in ex- 
treme surprise at the familiar manner in 

which 
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M'hich the ol^ject of the journey was 
mentioned bv her. 

*' La, I\Iaam! I hope you won't be 
affronted at ' my curiosity-like," said. 
Dolly ; *' but to be sure we do want sadly 
to know when It's to be." 

Laura still gazed at her in great per- 
plexity ; and Mrs. Maunder, mistaking 
her astonishment for anger, thus conti- 
nued — 

'^ Well, Miss Laura, I*m sure, Ma'am,. 
I never mintioncd it before, thof I knowcd 
it all along!— And you needs must. own a 
fortnight's a long time to hold one's 
tongue — especially when they are all fit to 
tear one to pieces to find it out: for, says 
they to me — * Mrs. Maunder, sur^ you 
know all ! When your young Lady comes 
home of a night, don't you go for to 
think to make us all believe that she don't 
chat a bit with yon, as she's nobody else 
to speak to!' Says I-^* You're mistaken, 
and niver was more out; for she says 
niver a word to me,' says I; * and I 
can't help thinking it somewhat hard,' 
says I, * seeing as I have lived with her 

H 3 ever 
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ever sin she be a little creetur, no higher 
than that, that she can't trust me with so 
much as a word of her secrets, and every 
body else can talk of 'em, all round the 
country, afore I*m to be trusted a bit!" 

** What is it you can mean?" cried 
Laura: " pray explain yourself!" 

*^Well, Ma'am, then if I must speak 
out, I must!— All the folks says you are 
to be married to the young gentleman at 
Mr. Aubrey's, the Parson's; and they 
says too " 

'^ Is it possible 1" interrupted Laura, 
in equal surprise and coQfasion : ** ami 
did you really believe this story^ Dolly? 
What strange ideas people will conceive!" 

** lauk, Ma'am! it's natural enough, 
for that matter, that folks should suppose 
it! I sees nothing strange that a young 
gentleman and a young lady should fall to 
courting, for my part, in such a lone 
place as this, where there an^t. nothing 
else to amuse 'em !" 

•' It is entirely a mistake,** interrupted 
Laura, earnestly^: ** I entreat, Dolly, 
that you will not credit such folly, but 

contradict 
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contradict it whenever you have an op- 
portunity. " 

'* Well, if I an't all dniort," exclaimed 
Dolly, ** to think of the things folks will 
sit and make out of their own heads 1-^ 
— and here if I didn't believe every word 
on*t — only I thought it very odd, Ma'am, 
as you should not just give me a little hy- 
phen of the matter? cause I didn't think 
it, you see, Ma'am, quite the thing, as 
the very coal-carrier drudge, ami the 
helpers in the stables, are to be talking 
Over yoar secrets, afore I gets a twink- 
Kiig of 'em !~I thought that there very 
hard, I must needs own. But, lauk, 
Ma^^M^ they go furder than that; for 
they makes no booes of saying that that 
old Lord and the Parson settled the match 
in the library, when they was laying their 
faeads together, so snug as they thought! 
—but thq^re always upon the listen in 
this bouse I think— and that comes of 
your deooce doings, and your cream-gone, 
and all that sort of work ! If you'll be- 
lieve me, Miss Laura, the sarvants that 
came down here said, they had been 

H 4 expecting 
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expecfing a cream-gone trial these six 
months; and the old butler swore he 
cotild niver get the table laid, or a thing 
cleaned, because the men were all upon 
the listen, thinking to come in witnesses 
in Court, 'cause they says it makes their 
fortune — for they generally gets presents 
a both sides, to speak or hold their 
tongues, as it may suit. And so you 
knou^. Ma'am, if one sarvant sees ano- 
ther upon the watch, he thinks he may 
as well too, and so it runs through the 
house: and when they gets used to it, 
you know, if they sees two people a 
talking, they goes naturally, and lays 
their ear to the keyhole! A^f/L so, 
Ma'ani, as I \vas saying, old Ijud* John 

and Mr. Aubrey but, lank, they says 

that Mr. Aubrey is downright gone to 
ax the old gentleman — the father, if he's 
agreeable!" > 

** For Heaven's sake, Dolly, dp not 
tbus torment me!'' 

'' Well, Ma'am, and if it be ^o, 
where's the harm on't? I'm sure, Miss 

Laura, 
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Laura; you needn't be so close, for I 
should not mintion it to a living: soul!" 

*' I repeat that it is a mistake!'* re- 
turned L;iura, in an accent of vexation : 
''however this report may have origi- 
nated, it is entirely false! — it is no such 
thing! — it was never thought of!" 

** Well, Ma am, I only say what other 
folks have said before me. I'm sure I 
thought no harm in just asking if it was 
true or no, and you needn't be angry 
with me, Miss Laura!" 

*' r»am not angry; but I am very 
much chaofrined and hurt that such a 
foolish story should be circulated; and I 
entreat, 'Dolly, that you will inform 
every one who may have spoken to you 
upon the subject, that they are in aa 
error-^that they arc mistaken !" 

Mrs. Maunder, very much disap- 
pointed at the result of the conference, 

ft 

promised however very implicit obedience 
to this injunction; and Laura, musing, 
upon the jMctended discovery of the 
household at Adwan, and deprecatihg 
the mortification of findina: that their 

n 5 iniperti- 
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impertinent report had reached the «ars of 
St. Orme or his sister, heeded not that 
the time was already past at which she 
had proposed to be at the Rectory. 

As she was concluding her breakfast, 
even at a later hour than usual^ 'Dotty 
rushed precipitately into the room, and 
in an elevated voice exclaimed — 

V Miss Laura — Ma'am— who do you 
think is come?" 

Laura started, and her cheelcs became 
suffused with crimson. 

**Why, who but Captain Rotbemere, 
Ma'am! He was coming up the park- 
road, looking out of one chaise window, 
and then out of another, in his way, all 
in a hurry — and I knew him at ever such 
^ distance off: so all of a sudden he sees 
my Lord's horses exercising there over the 
brow of the hill ; so he jumps out of the 
chay, and runs up to them, and falls to 
looking at them, and talking to tbe 
igrooms and boys, and there he is now ; 
but John is come forward. Ma'am, and 
has asked if you are here. " 

Laura 
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Laura experienced a secret vexation at 
this intelligence, which she could not im- 
mediately cuntroul or suppress. Severely 
condemning herself, however, for this 
sentiment, which she was apprdienslve 
might be remotely allied to disrespect 
towards the memory of her best friend, 
and equally reproaching herself with in- 
gratitude to Mr. Rothemere, she endea- 
voured to conquer her repugnance to 
meet him, and receive hirn with apparent - 
respect and satisfaction. But this was a 
task he unconscfously rendered- still more 
painful and difficult, by the childish ab- 
surdity and boyish incon«idevateness of 
his deportment. 

More than half an hour had elapsed, 
from the time he had been announcetl to 
Laura by Mrs. Maunder, ere he could 
prevail upon himself to suffer the horses 
and their attendants, to pursue tlie exer- 
cise he had interrupted. To each of the 
animals be in furn took a violent fancy, 
and eagerly enquired of toe head groom, 
if the Marquis meant tapart with any of 
them. 

H 6 Mu 



I 
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/ 

Mn Groom-major, more surprised and 
offended at this importunity, than grati- 
fied by the extreme and indiscrinjinate 
admiration he e!xpressed for the whole 
stud, at length galloped off, followed by 
a sneering train of stable-boys and help- 
ers, leaving the poor gentleman to gaze 
after them with anxious sighs and wishes, 
excited by the splendid destiny of the 
most noble Marquis of Bellingham. 

In the interim Laura dispatched Mrs, j 
Maunder to the Rectory, to explain to 
its amiable mistress the circumstance that 
detained her from her engagement; and | 
then, with a heart not very light, and a 
half stifled emotion of chagrin, she rose 
to meet her former playfellow and compa- 
nion, whose wandering eye had caught 
her* figure as she passed a window; an^ 
recognising her with a nod, he advanced' 
to the house, and sl;ie then compelled her- 
self to seek him at the *hall-door. Some 
object, however, in the exterior ojF the 
building had caught his eye, and Laura 

was in the necessity either of waiting the 

conclusion 
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conclusion of his reverie, or of breaking 
it by M'alking up to him. 

She chose the latter expedient, and he 
then abandoned his meditation. 

*^ Laura, my dear girl, I am charmed 
to see you!" exclaimed he, saluting her 
with the same freedom he had used when 
she was yet a child. '' Heaven and 
earth ! you are in this little time embel- 
lished beyond all imagination ! What 
cursed folly, to immure you in this 
placer Upon my soul, the finest crea- 
ture I ever saw!" 

Laura, shocked and confounded at 
these unceremonious ejaculations, the last 
of which however wa« intendibd for ^ 
running-horse of the Marquis, and not, 
as she imagined, for herself, yet endea* 
voured to express some satisfaction at tht 
proof of remembrance with which he so 
unexpectedly honoured her, and made an^ 
effort to render him more rational by en- 
quiring if. he had lately seen Mrs. Ha- 
milton. 

To this demand, be replied by an ex- 
clamation of-—' • . 

'' Who 
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'* Who have we here? I understood 
that the whole party had dispersed ira* 
mediately on the elopement of the Mar- 
chioness, and had left you a solitary te- 
nant of this enormous mass of building!'* 

** I entreat," interrupted stie, shocked 
at this careless and unreserved mention of 
a circumstance she could not advert to, 

without deep anxiety and inquietude ■ 

" you will be overheard by the servants — 
this place is surely improper——*' 

, He smiled contemptuously at the ex- 
treme delicacy of her scruples, and seiz- 
ing her hand, turned her half round, 
and directed her attention to the figure 
«f Carolitie, who was walking from them, 
accompanied by her brother. At this mo- 
ment she turned her head,, and perceiv- 
ing tliat Laura was regarding her, she 
would have retraced her steps, but that 
Cecil drew her towards the Rectory, ap- . 
parently employing some argument to 
dissuade her. 

** Good Heaven f" thought Laura^ the 
idea suddenly darting to her brain, *^ they 
must have witnessed the familiar address 

and 
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^3nd deportment of Mr. Rotheniere; and 
^%vliat then will St. Orme imagine of him 
^nd of vcitl — He leads his sister away!" 

*' Who is th^t elegant girl?" demanded 
her tormentor, in an impetuous accent, 

'* It is Miss St. Orme," replied Laura, ' 
ahnost unconsciously endeavouring to 
follow her. 

** A daughter of Sir William?*' resumed 
Captain Rothemere, detaining her — **the 
Herefordshire family ?^ 

''Yes, I believe so,'* replied she, at- 
tempting to disengage lier hand. ** Miss 

St. Orme perhaps supposes^ 1 wish to 

inform her- — " 

.** And who is that young man?" added 
he, entirely disregarding the inquietude 
Laura evidently suffered. 

** Her brother. Will you not allow* 
roe- ■ ■ 

M St. Orme! so it is, faith ! I thought 

I recognised his features but where 

the devil are they wheeling off to ? When 
I first saw them, they were walking this 
way ! I hope / have not frightened the 
fair lady off the field — -upon my soul,' 

report 
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report saj's true, she is l/i^ '.Isoine ! a de- 
vilish liandsome fortune too. I under- 
stand — fifty thousand at least ! Is it not?" 

*' It is imp9ssible I should even guess," 
replied Laura, in an accent of ill-con- 
cealed vexation. ** I must go — or I 
must send-- — " 

*' Pray what attracts them to this 
neighbourhood?" pursued the incorrigi- 
ble Rothemere : *^-feith, I was rather mis- 
taken, when I supj3osed you to be en- 
tirely cut off from society here by the 
d — mn — d folly of the Marchioness! I 
he^ird that the place was a WMlderness, 
wholly uninhabited, and from mere com- 
passion resolved to relieve your melan- 
choly seclusion by a visit ! — I was talk- 
ing of your woeful destiny to the officers 
of our mess, an J by Heaven they all vo- 
lunteered to a man, in offering them- 
selves as a partner in an excursion to Scot- 
land." 

Laura, who had now entered the house, 
moved towards the breakfast-room she 
had lately quitted; and scarcely knowing , 
v^hzt she said, entreated that she might 

. • not . 
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ot be rallied upon a subject that neces- 
sarily created so much sorrow and inqui- 
etude in a family whose welfare must ever 
interest her. 

*• Rally you!" repeated he; *' I de- 
clare to God, I am entirely serious! But 
inform me where the St. Ormes are at 
present is the old Baronet in this vi- 
cinity? Are they stationary, or on the 
wing? Upon my soul, she appears a fine 
M'oman 1 — My dear Laura, give* me some 
coffee or chocolate ; I am famished !" 

Laura rang for refreshment, and the 
Servant who attended, informed her that 
Mrs. Maunder wished to speak to her. 

Dolly had performed her commission, 
and was returned with a billet to her 
young I<ady from Mrs. Aubrej', who 
would not, she said, forego the expected 
satisfaction of her society; and 'begged 
that Captain Rothemere would have the 
goodness to* accompany her to the Rec- 
tory, if he had propgsed to himself to 
remain the day at Adwan. 

This M'as a point Laura* very inuch 
M'ished to ascertain : — her sccitt wishes 

had 
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had not his longer continuance for their 
object; for indepepdent of the particular 
embarrassment he had occasioned her, she 
observed with concern that his judg- 
ment and discretion had not l)y any 
means increased since she had last beheld 
him. 

'* Here is still another proof that I am 
not entirely in a wilderness," said she, 
presenting to him the billet. " Will you 
enable me to reply satisfactorily to the 
kind attention of this newly-acquired and 
valuable friend ?" 

^' The Rectory 1" exclaimed he, throw* 
ing the paper on the table. ^^ Oh the 
devil! — the Parson's wife I suppose? No, 
faith, excuse me 1 But I will accompany 
you with alacrity to the St. OrmeS'—* 
where do they reside?'* 

^* They are with Mrs» Aubrey," re- 
plied Laura, giving the intelligence most 
unwillingly, in the fear that it \TOuld 
operate to detain her unwelcome guest 
longer than he might otherwise have 
thought proper to extend his very chari- 
table visit. 

^•With 



cc 
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*^ With Mrs. Aubrey!" repeated he; 

that is strange—yet as it is so, allons to 
t lie Rectory by all means 1 How could 
t_Tiis Mrs. Aubrey contrive to become in- 
troduced to the St. Ormes? He is, I 
Icnow, as clashing a young fellow as any 
about tow^n, and I should as soon have 
looked for a French regiment on London 
Bridge, as have expected to have beheld 
him immured in such a place as this I 
Taking a rural walk with his sister too ! 

The man has lost his Senses Ah, voire 

pardon ! he was advancing hither, to be- 
hold the fair recluse of Ad wan ! Yes, 

yes ! you blush, Laura nay, do not 

affect to deny it— let me have the honour 
of informing you, that if you have had 
the good fortune to inspire St. Orme with 
an attachment, you are decidedly the 
most lucky creature in the universe! 
And. observe, I claim your interest with 
the sister." 

Laura, at once disgusted and dismayed 
at the assured levity, the volubility, and 
undaunted folly of her companion, was 

eagerly 
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eagerly anxious to check his intended at- 
tack upon the St. Ormes, and imagined 
that the only method of lessening his in- 
clination to meet them, would be to hint 
the occasion of their present secrusion : 
but, alas! a hint was not by any /neaiis 
sufficiently satisfactory or comprehensive 
for Captain Rothemere ; and, to her 
extreme mortificatioti, she disco veyecf 
that nothing less than a very circum- 
stantial narrative would quiet h\s impe- 
tuous and repeated eqquiry. 

** D~h the unreasonable old devil!'' 
exclaimed he : *^ married again, and ca^t 
oiF the lir^t brood \ — ■ — it's the way M^ith 
them all — upon my soul, I'm sorry for it! 
cursedly eb'agl'ined I suppose poor St# 
Orme is too ! Ha, well thought of ! 
Does he mean to sell his curricle? Ti\xt 
that is gone already, I dare swear;— his 
Sly-hoots Miough — a famous fine creature, 
he has not hern transferred, or the world 
would have heard it ! I will give him 
.'three hundred guineas for Sly-boots, and 

• that is more bv Hf . t'/ :: ^riy other man 
/ , . in 
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ill England will offer !— Has he got hitn 
here ? Is he at Adwan ?" 

** Good Heavens ! no/' ejaculated 
Laura, in an agony — ^'how is it^possible 

th at you can think of dear Sir, let 

thla d conjure you not to .mention such a 
thing ! — it will seem — it will appear so 

very " 

Captain Rothemere threw .hj^mself into 
a chair — for he had hitherto been M^alk- 
ing about the room — and yielded to a fit 
of laughter, which required all the for- 
bearance and the philosophy of Laura to 
endure without any very apparent symp- 
tom of contempt and anger. 

** My dear girl, discard that rueful 
countenance," exclaimed he, endeavour- 
ing to recover his former degree of com- 
parvative gravity, *^ or 1 shall inevitably 
relapse ! I perceive there is^an affaire du 
cmir between you and St. Orme, which 
I -very' much commend you fcir entering 
into, as it v/ill not only be an amusement 
duritig your seclusion, but afford you aa 
opportunity of'cdnsulting. the tastes and^ 
expectations of a man of fashioB, ,for a 
\» .i ' future 



1 
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future speculation ; for however Hie for- 
tunes of St. Orme have fallen, he has 
been, I assure you. much caressed in the 
first circles ! But you are not putting 
yourself m train to accompany me to the 
Parsonage; and I am impatient to see 
tiimr 

** Let me entreat that you will not 
speak to him of this horse you men* 
tioaed/' said Laura, with a supplicating 
mien and an earnest accent: '^ it may 
remind him of his situation most unplea- 
santly — most cruelly! As for your ironi- 
cal conjectures concerning me, if they 
amuse you, Sir, I will endeavour to hear 
them without much vexation ; por will I 
excite your further raillery, by protesting 
against a mere jest: but I hope you will 
not repeat it in the presence of any one, 
who could be so much mistaken as to sus- 
pect you of being serious !" 

'* Upon my soul," exclaimed he, re- 
garding her attentively as she spoke, ** I 
»cver observed you to resemble Mrs. 
Rothemere so much as at this moment! 
That slight bend of the brow^ which she 

had 
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had when she was very pensive, you have 
caught exactly; but you have more spirit 
in your countenance^ Laura, with the 
same sweetness^— and then the bloom of 
youth 1 — My dear child, I am convinced 
your destiny will still be splendid, not- 
withstanding this d d faux pas of 

Lady BelUngham, which, to say the 
truth, when first I heard, I thought 
would be such a blighter to your pro- 
spects, that you would not be able to 
overcome it." 

Laura, finding her representation and 
entreaties so entirely unavailing, and sad- 
dened by this careless mention of Mrs. 
RotHemere, with a heavy heart threw on 
her pelisse, and informed him that she 
was ready to walk with him. 



CHAR 
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XaS they, werp ^quitting the house, the 
servant of Captain Rotheinere ventured 
to remind him that he had not received 
any instructions; and enquired if he was 
to procure another chaise, which was 
only to^ be obtained, be had learned, at 
the distance of three or four miles froni 

Adwan, 

'[ Get me a bed in the village,'* re- 
plied his master; ** I shall remain here a 
' day or two." 

Laura was not so much disconcerted at 
this intelligence as she might have found 
herself, had it been wholly unexpected; 
but she well remembered that Rothemere 
. was. one of those unhappy beings who, 
beconnng daily more idle for lack of 
proper employment, after having with 
* ' ' considerable 
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coinsiderable effort transported themselves 
to any particular spot, will from mere 
sloth adhere to it, until chance or im- 
perious necessity remove them to ano- 
iher station. 

On his way to the Rectory, he in- 
formed Laura that his regiment was in 
M'inter quarters at the inconsiderable dis- 
tance of fourteen miles, and that he 
should consequently be enabled to renew 
his visit very frequently. — ** I suppose," 
added he, *^ that you will be suflfered to 
remain here until affairs are a little ar- 
ranged at Bellingham House, and a pro- 
per chaperon procured to reside with you 
there : but if the Marquis does not 
shortly bring you forward, as 1 consider 
imyself interested in your welfare, I shall 
take the liberty of representing to hiui 
the very great injustice he does you." 

Laura contented herself with observ- 
ing, in reply to this intimation,* that she 
could not entertain a doubt but her situa- 
tion would be well considered, before 
any plan respecting her were determined 
upon ; and wherever Lord Bellingham 
VOL. II. I should 
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should think proper to place her, she 
should believe it her duty to acquiesce in 
his decision. 

Captain Rothemere was endeavouring- 
to convince her, with infinite vivacity of 
accent and manner, of the folly of such 
a tame and imbecile mode of conduct, 
when Laura rung the gate bell of tlie 
Rectory; and he instantly changed the 
topic to a dissertation upon the passable 
decency of the dwelling, and its at- 
tendant conveniences , and inconveni- 
ences, which he discussed even after the 
servant had appeared, with as mucli 
warmth as if he had been on the point of 
becoming a purchaser of the premises. 

Mrs. Aubrey received him with that 
happy mixture of urbanity and ease he 
was far from expecting in the personage 
his imagination had sketched out; and 
he was rather disconcerted to find him- 
self in the' society of a well-bred woman, 
whom he had insisted upon supposing a 
mere machine to make shirts and cook 
dinners for a corpulent son of the Church. 
Because he had not found her such a 

being; 
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laeing, he instantly exalted her in his 
<juickly varying opinicn, to an altitude 
equally chimerical ; and the Parson's 
wife, whom ^ few minutes before he 
could scarcely "be prevailed upon to ho- 
nour with a civil reply to an hospitable 
invitation, was now the most charming 
woman the world ever produced ; and ia 
another half hour Captain Rothemere 
discovered that he was inclined to have 
an attachment for her. 

Laura was pleasingly surprised to ob- 
serve that he now dismissed a great ppr- 
tion of the airy petulance she had before 
witnessed, and thrQw over his absurdities^ 
the forbearing decency that had formerly 
veiled them, when almost unconsciously 
he had yielded to the entreating eye of 
Mrs. Rothemere, which could alone 
check or restrain him. But, alas ! the 
entrance of Caroline St. Orme and her 
brother, who did not return from their 
promenade until some time after he had 
made his dibuty overthrew the reputation 
he was almost acquiring with his fair 
hostesS; aild he becan^e again a very 

I 2 fluent 
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fluent orator on very variegated topics, 
and a man of high ton, in his own esti- 
mation. 

Si. Ormc had evidently some know- 
ledge of him ; but he was very cold in 
his salutation, and apparently chagrined 
to meet at such a moment, any one who 
had seen him in that independent situa- 
tion it was very doubtful if he could ever 
more assume. His reserve, however, 
produced not the smallest effect upon the 
familiar tone of Captain Rothemere, who 
mentioned in the usual terms the plan of 
the last grand entertainment given by a 
great lady, which he applauded or cen- 
sured as it happened, commented upon 
the last serious ballet, and the new dancer 
it was meant to brin^ forward, who had 
attracted every human being in London," 
and then descanted on the probabihty 
that the candidate for the vacancy at 
JBrookes's would be black-balled. 

But St. Omie pursued each of these 
subjects with great indifference, and 
Captain Rothemere then thought proper 
to start others : he declaimed on the 

prudence 
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f^vadeuce and popularity of Ministers, 
5u-pplaucled their measures, and protested 
H.e would support them to extremity 
M'ith his voice and his arm. He then re- 
verted to the little chance Lady Albina or 
lady Almerla had of obtaining establish- 
ments during the season now commenc- 
ing, enumerated the divorces which must 
shortly take place, and foretold witlv 
significant wisdom, several culbute§ in 
St, James's Street and on the turf. Yet 
his prospect of success in animating St, 
Orme momentarily diminished, for he 
evidently betrayed increasing symptoms 
of weariness and impatience; and the 
indefatigable Rothemere then addressed 
himself to Caroline : but she was disqua- 
lified from taking a part in the conversa- 
tion he sought, by the discomposure of 
her brother; and as the worthy Captain 
felt something very much: resembling re- 
spect mingled in his admiration of Mrs. 
Aubrey, Laura was the succeeding object 
of his flippant * attention, whom he ad- 
dressed, sans ctrimonie, with an obliging 
air of kindness and protection, and in 

I 3 the 
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the same terms he had been some years 
back accustomed to use, when she would 
i*^ith eager joy have accepted a challenge 
to skip, or play at battledore. 

She experienced the utmost chagrin 
and mortification at the thoughtless im- 
propriety of his conduct, because she 
discerned that even Mrs, Aubrey was 
disgusted by it ; and that the glances of 
St. Orme betrayed a contemptuous in- 
dignation,, that appeared to extend to 
herself. 

The anxiety this observation created 
was however rather .soothed by 'the same 
sweetness of deportment which her friend 
Caroline had ever exhibited towards her, 
and by the increased gentleness and the 
most affectionate consideration from Mrs.^ 
Aubrey, who exerted herself equally to 
repress her own disapprobation of Mn 
Rothemere, and to calm the rising emo- 
tions, of more confirmed dislike that shot 
from' the eyes of Cecil, when he turned 
them upon the intruder. ~ 

During the dinner, Laura could not 
avoid observing that her tormentor drank 

much 
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ir^Tiicli more wine than she had ever re- 

i^markcd other people to take at so private 

-^j. table as that where he was then, most 

"»jnhappily for her repose, seated so much 

^n famille : and she was glad, when the 

Tepast was over, to escape for some little 

time, the increasing misery of listenings 

♦o the flighty and rodomontade ideas that 

passed his li{}s the moment after they had 

floated on his brain. 

** Can this man," thaught,she, *'have 
been the actual choice of Mrs. Rothe^ 
mere? What strange fatality eould so 
much warp her judgment, or what cruel 
necessity operate to induce her to exist ia 
perpetual disgust and irksolne restraiut 
with such a companion r^' 

The remembrance of the invariable pa- 
tience with which a wife so amiable and * 
respected, Jiad endured all' the inequali- 
ties and infirmities of his mind' and tem- 
per, and the veneration due from herself 
to the memory of a being so beloved, 
enabled Laura, however, to rally her own 
forbearing powers, and disperse some part 
of the disdainful vexation that swell ed 

I 4 her 
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]ier bosom : and painful though she 
found the task, she had resolved not to 
suffer, any disapproving sentence or re- 
gard to escape her, when after an inter* 
val of greater length than Mas consistent 
with decorum, as the master of the 
house was al)sent, Captain Rotlicmere 
acceded to the repeated hints of St, 
Orme, and consented to attend the tea- 
table. 

The ttte-a-iite to which they had been 
left, had not increased the good under- 
standing between them, and Mrs. Au- 
brev, as well as. Laura, could not .avoid 
observing that Cecil appeared highly irrr- 
tated, and with the most marked disdain 
and mingled rage turned from the object 
that inspired such unpleasant emotions; 
who having contrived thus to impress the 
mind of the brother, proce^^ded with 
perfect nonclialance to honour the sister 
with his peculiar attentions. 

*' What has he been mad and inconsi- 
derate enough to say ?" thought Laura, 
whose inquietude increased Mith the evi- 
dent displeasure of St. Orme. • ** Good 

G— d ! 
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G'— d ! can he really have been impor* 
tuning him to sell his horses or his car- 
riages—or has he hi any other manner be- 
trayed a knowledge of his situation?'* 

As the children had now been admit* 
ted to join the party, Captain llothe- 
mere forgot not at intervals to incite the 
boys to riotous sports, for which their 
mother was repeatedly com.pelled to check 
them ; and as the httle girl was more 
timid, she was terrified and teazed into a 
fit of crying, which Mrs. Aubrey gladly 
made a pretext for dismissing them all. 

Laura deeply blushed for him; she 
blushed that hecouUl claim any right to 
be admitted to her societv, and was still 
more shocked at the wound which hi*-- 
conduct inflicted upon the prudence and. 
judgmcnt of his departed wife. Mrs^ 
Aubrey, to whom she had often with 
overflowing gratitude vaunted the good- 
ncss iind virtues of this regretted being, 
seemed to comprehend the distress she 
endured, and would not increase it, by 
appearing sensible of the situation, of the • 
gut'st Laura had been the means of intra- 

I 5- ducing 
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diichig to lier little peaceful dweHingt 
for in fact the spirits of Captain Roth<j- 
ii>ere were miiclv elevated by the quantity 
of wine he had swallowed, which co-- 
operated very powerfully with their natu- 
Tal volatility. 

He now even ventured to attack Mrs* 
Aubrey herself; and importun-ed her to 
conduct her fair friends to a* ball> to be 
given the following week by the officers 
of the regiment to which he belonged; 
but slie very dexterously evaded his ur- 
gency, without affording him any pre^ 
text to consider himself offended. St. 
Orme, however, rather too unceremo- 
niously insinuated that his sister ws^ 
liot in the habits of attending- parties so 
indiscriminately collected. 

Carohne coloured, and looked disr 
tressed at this hostile refusal of what she 
believed to be meant as a civility; bi^t 
Captain Rothemere hi<nself, not in the 
least disconcerted, turned to Laura,- e?c^- 
claiming — 

** You, however, will undoubtedly be 
ther&l I shall ride over and escort you 

to 
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to B , from wjicnce I will contrive to 

procure you a chaperon : I shall consider 
yout* presence, therefore, as a settled 
thing; and perhaps we shall be eloquent 
enough to induce Mrs. Aubrey to ac*» 
company us/' 

*' Indeed your eloquence would be 
disgraced by certain defeat," replied 
she; ^' and I advise you not to think of 
exerting it, where it must assuredly 
prove unsuccessful, since both of neces- 
sity and inclination, two things you will 
not expect to^ vanquish, I shall not de- 
sert my home. I suspect too that Miss 
Delaunie \\n\\ not be entirely satisfied 
with a chaperon^ whom she has not some- 
little previous knowledge of." 

" Oh, as to Laura," replied he, *^she 
would be perfectly cont;/snted with my 
single protectiun-! But you know, my 
dear Madam, we must attend to esta- 
blished customs — we must consult deco- 
J^^x\^ — we must respect the opinion of the 
world — in short " 

Laura observing a smile of irony even 
upon the lips of Caroline St. Orme; and' 

1 6 the.' 
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the still increasing expression of disgust 
in the aspect of her brother, felt her pa- 
tience wholly forsake her when the first 
part of the assertion reached her ear; and 
she might perhaps have attempted to in- 
terrupt his elocution upon the duties of 
decorum,, but that she was sensible it 
was a more difficult task than she couW 
accomphsh, without an elevation of voice 
she was unwilling to exert. 

But though Laura could not in the 
present instance arrest his career of volu- 
bility, it received a gentle check from 
the sudden retreat of St. Orme, . who left 
the room with a precipitation that alarmed- 
his. sister, and after a short interval sho 
followed- * 

*' Poor fellow!" ejaculated • Captain 
Rothemere, after a momentary silence; 
*' I never beheld a plucked pigeon so 
cursedly sunk! — low, damnably low upon 
every possible subject ! ' I merely made a 
casual enquiry into the issue of a certain 
arrangement allowedly spoken of by all 
St. Orme"s friencti, and I Expected he 
would have flown up.the chimney !" 

^'Oh, 
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*' Ol),. for pity's sake," exclaimed 
Laura, scarcely sensible of what she ut- 
tered, ^* consider what you are saying!— 
consider—" 

*^ My dear girl, I always do," re- 
turned he, employing bis toothpick with 
great deliberation; and he then resumed 
his solicitations that Mrs. Aubrey woidd 
accompany her to the military ball. 

*' To say the truth," added he, " I 
have ah'eady promised the hand of Laura 
to a young friend of mine, who was a 
very early conquest of the fair Miss De- 
kunie; and he will be in despair if she 
should disappoint him. You remember 
Biranly, Laura — incleed you ha.ve reason 
to remember him, since I know that he 
.was your first attachment: he is now in. 
the same regiment with myself, and de- 
lighted to hear that you are in the neigh- 
bourhood." 

^' My first attachment !'* repeated 
Laura, in great consternation. 

^' Yes, certainly: but if you have 
formed a better, it is very natural that 
you should wish to sink the other— so we. 

wiir 
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will not amplify upon an unpleasant srub* 
ject — and I believe^ the. best thing- I can 
do, will be to bring himover, to urge hi& 
own suit." 

*^ Oh noi I coRJiiFe you !" exclaimed 
she; *' reflect, Captain Rothemere, that 
the Marquis "^ 

" My dear Laura," interrupted TVIrs. 
Aubrey, very gravely, *' Captain Rothe*- 
inere amuses himself with your credulity; 
he has too much good sense and good^ 
nature, 1 am convinced, to wish you to 
hazard any improper surmise, or render 
yourself subject to unpleasant imputa*-' 
tions." 

This very plain innuendo was construed 
by him into a compliment, and he as^ 
sured Mrs. Aubrey that the good opinion 
of a lady of her evident discernment, 
gave him infinite satisfaction. 

'* I desire," he added, turning to 
Lauraj ^* that you will be assured of my 
attention to. the most minute propriety — 
and that I cannot propose to you any de- 
viation from its strictest ' rules. I havi 

tOd' 
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too much consideration for your welfare, 
to lead you into an error." 

Chagrined as she had been at the ef- 
fects of his folly, Laura could scarcely 
forbear smiling at the solemnity of this 
assertion, which was enforced by the 
extreme gravity of his aspect. 

Without any particular invitation, he- 
took his seat at the supper-table, which. 
St. Orme did not attend; and Laura ex- 
perienced the mortification of believing^ 
that the guest so unwilfingly introduced 
by her, hacf driven him from the little 
social board where his. apprehensions and 
griefs had almost been forgotten, and 
that Captain Rothemere had renewed, by 
his absurd and boyish want of reflection, 
the gloomy ideas of degradation and pe* 
nury that appeared, to weigh so heavily on 
his mind. 

Caroline, influenced by the private 

sentiments of her brother, which she had 

had an opportunit}'- of learning, now 

regarded poor Rothemere with a cold 

disapprobation Laura too well guessed 

the source of. 

'' Isliall 
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^^ I shall be included, no doubt, ^ 
thought she, '* in the contemptuous opi- 
nion St. Orme entertains but too justly 
of — another ; and I must lose in his sister 
such a frieud as I caa never again expect 

to meet!" 

This idea saddened her almost to tears ; 
and Mrs. Aubrey, who observed her de- 
jection, having taken occasion to com- 
nient upon the damp coldness of the 
(evening, told her that if she. would be 
cor tented to endure the con lined accom- 
moJation it was alone in her power to 
offer her during the night, she would 
endeavour to prevail upon Iicr to reiuaiii 
at the Rectory. 

Laura had felt t])e impropriety of re- 
turninir home, where she must sinolv re- 
ceive Captain Rothemere, if he chose to 
remain at the village;' and would have 
joyfully accepted a proposition she di- 
vined the motive of, but that she could 
not allow herself to inflict upon her kind 
friend and her amiable inmates the conti- 
nued torment of such an associate as slie 
found her presence would entail upon 

them : 
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tl^Cni: for she perceived -that he had not 

tl^^ least idea of forbearance; and tliat 3 

hi.nt or any application, indirect or other- 

Nv^ ise, made no impression on his feelings' 

ov his conduct. 

Mrs. Aubrey, hoAvever, easily over- 
vuling the feeble objections she advanced, 
Laura remained at her hospitable man-^ 
sion; and at length, much after their 
usual hour of retiring, Mr. Rothemere 
condescended to withdraw, having pre- 
viously invited liimself to breakfast the 
next morning. 

After his departure, Laura ia a hesi* 
tating voice attempted an acknowledg- 
ment to Mrs. Aubrey for the kind at- 
tentions so little considered or .deserved ; 
but her wearied spirits wholly failed in 
the" effort, and she burat into tears. 

C^aroline St. Orme was shacked i she 
felt' something of compunction for her 
own ungracious deportment during the 
latter part of the evening, and a little 
displeasure against her brother for his 
too violent resentment of the folly and 
impertinence she now thought he should 

have 
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have disregarded, since his petulance 
must have hurt the feelings of Laura, 

Mrs. Aubrey soothed her for some 
time, but \vi1:hout hintin-g her knowledge 
of the subject of her regrets; and Caro- 
line, with a countenance of solicitude, 
silently waited her returning composure; 
vdnch it recjuired con-sldcrable effort to 



rcgam. 
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Pardon me^ dear Madam,'* e5c- 
claimed Laura, ** forgive me. Miss St, 
Ormcv for this weakness— produced by 
recollections Mr* Rothemerc so forcibly 
occasions, of a loss I must ever deplore!'' 

" I freely pardon the effects of a sen- 
sibility I cannot disapprove," returned 
Mrs. Aubrey, '* but not the apology ^^ou 
appear to think necessary, I will not 
however continue my censure at present; 
my amiable Laura, because it becomes 
late, and I liope repose will renew your 
serenity. We will now therefore separate, 
and to-morrow I expect you will be 
cheerful." 

When Laura arose the next morning'', 
by the attention of Mrsl Aubrey, she 
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was attetided by Dolly, who exclaimed, 
as sl)e gazed round her with satisfaction 
and approbation— 

*^ Lauk, Madam, what a neat h'ttle 

plFHce this is! It an't so fine as Ad wan to 

be sure, nor a good bit so spacious and 

grand ; but when folks has a good name, 

what matters that ?— here's none of your 

dcvoc^s here, nor your heart-burnings, 

nor your back<bitings 1 Lauk, Miss 

Laura, they says as Mr, Rothemere, 

when he came to the great house— for 

he didn't sleep at the village, 'cause there 

wasn't a place, as Mrs. Smith said, fit for 

a gentleman; so, Ma'am, as he came to 

see you,, he was axed to sleep at the 

Park. Well, /Ma'am, nothing would 

sarve him when he got ther-e, but he 

must see the house: so Mr. Tomlinson 

happened to be up, and William went 

and told him ; so there they humoured 

bim, for he was quite fuddled and 

afterwards Mr; Tomlinson sits down witl>. 

bim to a bottle of claret, and Will says 

they was ^t it till five this morning !" 

JLaura bii her lip, and sighed. . 
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^' So you see, Ma'am, he an't mended 
a bit! It was a heart-breaking thing, to 
be sure, when Mrs. Rothenicre died ; 
but, poor dear lady, s^he's saved many a 
salt tear, and many a heart-ache by it !"^ 

** I beg you will not say any more,** 
said Laura gravely : '* Mrs, Rothemere, 
whose memory you, Dolly, have reasou 
to revere as well as myself, never al- 
lowed herself any disrespectful mention 
of her husband, and I will endeavour to 
«ct as she did!" 

'* I say any thing disrespectful I Na> 
Ma'anv I'd burn my tonj^ue first I" re- 
turned Mrs, Maunder: *' she was a good 
lady to me, and had me taught what I 
should niver have learned without her; so 
it an't my part to say a word against her 
kinsfolk or friends — no more I shall! 
Only I just said it to you, Miss Laura, 
because you have knowed all the Cap- 
tain's pranks many a good year ; so there 
was no harm in telling you of 'em T" 

Laura repeated her injunction in: 
stronger terms, and then descended to 
the breakfast-room, where she found 

Caroline 
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-C^voline seated in a very thoughtful atti- 

tU'^e; but she arose at her entrance, and 

«a^utedher witii cordiality and kindness. 

" You will be surprised to hear that my 

l^rother is on his way to London," said 

she; *' he left the Rectory ab^ve an hour 

«ince, and charged me to express his re- 

-gret to you that he could not await your 

rising to bid you adieu. His departure 

was hastened, he said, by a letter from a 

particular friend, which was given to him 

yesterday evening."" 

Laura Mas speechless at this intelli* 
gence. 

'' He has fled,'' thought she, ** to 
avoid Mr. Rothemerel' 

'* Cecil took an early breakfast," con- 
tinued Miss St. Orme, '* with our little 
cousins; and our good Mrs. Aubrey 
could not prevail with him to deler his 
. journey until the return of her husband. 
Thcje was something very unpleasant I 
fear in that unlucky letter — I cannot 
imagine to what it relates; for he assured 
me it was entirely independent of the 
disagreement with our father, but which 

his 
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h\s pcesence in town could alone settle, — 
You are displeased with him, and per- 
haps with me," resumed Caroline, after a 
pause, in which she vainly awaited an 
answer from her companion : ** indeed 
he conducted himself strangely yester- 
<lay ; but his mind is 'harassed, and I 
hope you will excuse him. For myselfi 
I will endeavour to retrieve my credit in 
your opinion, and in that of Mr. Rothe- 
mere. I know not how it happened, but 
I felt uncomfortable when I beheld Cecil 
«o grave; and 1 fear I gave, you occasion 
to think me very ill-tempered."' 

*^ Oh do not thus, I entreat you, add 
to my confusion!'* interrupted Laura: 
*Mt is I who. should express my regrets 
that Mr. St. Orme and yourself should 
have so indeed, indeed I am ex- 
tremely concerned that you should have 
been thus associated with a stranger, who 
could not sympathize in your present 

anxiety 1" 

The entrance of Mrs. Aubrey relieved 

Laura from a conversation, in wliich she 

felt embarrassed in what manner to 

represent 
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te j^resent her chagrin at the intrusion of 
Csiptain Rothemere, without betraying 
t\ic sense she entertained of his conduct. 

A considerable time after the hour 
mentioned to him, he appeared; and she 
beheld in his still inflamed aspect and 
heavy eye, the effect of his late vigil, 
which he little suspected had already- 
met the ear of any one at the Rectory : 
but as his brain was still in considerable 
confusion from a consciousness of the 
circumstance, he preserved some guard 
•over his conduct. 

When he perceived the absence pf St. 
Ornie, Caroling replied to his enquiry by 
repeating the occasion of her brother's 
absence ; and as' she now severely taxed 
her patience and good- humour in com* 
pliment to the feelings of Laura, and 
received * the attentions of Rothemere 
Avith tolerable complacency, he instantly 
flattered himself that the handsome sister 
of the proud St. Orme had become the 
captive of his seductive graces; and in 
this happy idea he tortured Caix^line 
the whole day, which he passed without 

scruple 
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scruple at the Rectory, by obstinately 
persisting in the most absurd efforts to 
improve this imaginary predilection : an 
attempt that betrayed him into such 
numberless fopperies, and produced a 
display of such ridiculous pretensions, 
that when Laura again laid her head 
upon her pillow, she wept with mortifi- 
cation, whilst her chagrin M'-as at inter- 
vals interrupted by sudden and uncon- 
troulable sensations of merriment at the 
follies that rose to her recollection. 
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JL* HE third day from his arrival re- 
lieved the. whole party; for he was then 
compelled to return to the place where 
his regiment wzs quartered : but he 
failed not to urge to the last moment the 
presence of Mrs. AuBrey and her young 
friends at the intended fSfe, and at his 
5 departure 
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<leparture agaia threatened Laura with a 
visit from Captain Biranly, who still re- 
membered her, he said, with parUcular 
interest. 

She was now seriously alarmed at tlus 
repeated nitimation, for she feared the 
visits of this young man, which Mr. 
Rothemere appeared so well inclined to 
encourage, would inevitably reach the 
knowledge of Lord John or the Marquis, 
and plunge her perhaps into disgrace 
vith one or both. . 

The present object of her inquietude 
was the second son of a Peer, whose 
whole revenue was to be found upon the 
pension list: he had been introduced to 
Mrs. Rothemere by her husbanil whilst 
they resided in Dorsetshire, when he was 
yet a tall lad of sixteen, carrying a pair 
of colours about tbe country of which 
his father was an hereditary senator, with 
a very ligbt heart, and scarcely a shilling 
in his poclcet' to pay the postage of those 
letters o«^ remonstrance, carrying the su- 
perscription of the Honourable Henry 
biranly, which unhappily were very fre- 

yoL. II. K quently 
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quently addressed to him -by the friend 
who had procured him his commission, 
and from whose interest he expected pro- 
motion. 

Mrs. Rothemerc was pleased with his 
perfect good-humour, and compassion- 
ated his untutored youth and dangerous 
situation, which rendered him respon- 
sible as a man for the follies of a boy: 
she gently checked the extravagances 
her husband would have encouraged, who 
laughed at the restraints imposed by pru- 
dence and discretion, whilst she exhorted 
the young Ensign, for the sake of his 
future peace and happiness, to attend to 
their dictate?. 

Biranly liked the* society -of Captain 
Rothemere, and generally preferred the 
tenor of his lectures to those of his wife^ 
but he highly respected her, and wild as 
he was, regretted that his mother had 
not resembled the only being his levity 
had ever suffered him to listen to with 
patience and conviction. 

Laura, on their first acquaintance, 
was too young to attract his attention 

but 
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bcMX ' as a lovely child, upon whom, how- 
e>r^er, he lavished as many useless presents 
as the very limitted extent of his purse 
vrould allow; but after an absence of 
three years from his native country, iu 
vhich time he had been promoted to a 
Lieutenancy, upon his return he flew to 
his Dorsetshire friends, even before he 
visited his family; and as Laura was the 
first handsome girl he had bfeheld, except 
an innkeeper's daughter, whom he had 
much admired in his hasty progress, he 
lost no time in parting with his heart, 
which in truth was still a present by no 
means of the common stamp, for it was 
yet entirely free from cares, inquietudes, 
grieifs, alarms, envy, ambition, jealou- 
sies, and vexations of every kind- 
He remained in Dorsetshire, under thq 
influence of his youthful attachment, 
and the satisfaction he tasted with his 
friends, whom alone he had regretted in 
his exile, so long, that his father, who 
^vas not apprized of his destination, had 
serious thoughts of advertising him ia 
handbills and in the daily papers. 

K 2 But 
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V 

But at length Mrs. Rothemere sue- 
ceeded in persuading her husband of the 
propriety of adding his admonitions to 
her's, to induce Biranly to visit the pa- 
ternal roof;, and very unwillingly he left 
them, with the hope of returning when 
the ceremonials of family, duties and at- 
tentions were fulfilled. 

He found charms, however, in the 
dissipations of the metropolis, to coun- 
terbalance the agrSmem he had experi- 
enced with his rural associates; and in a 
few months his father, who now pos- 
sessed a lucrative place in addition to his 
pension, procured him a company, and 
paid the debts he had contracted, upon 
condition that he immediately joined his 
regiment, and abstained. from the fasci- 
nating delights of London for a given 
period. 

' To these impertinent stipulations he 
was compelled to submit; but he found 
means to make a very circuitous route 
whilst he obeyed the. former injunction, 
that he might state to the Rolhemeres ;a 
person the necessity fie was in of fore- 
going 
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grolng the visit he had promised himself. 
His lieart then received a second shock 
from the improved beauty of Laura, 
whilst his feelings were still more seri- 
ously wounded by observing the decayed 
health of her revered friend, whose death, 
when he hear<l it, he sincerely lamented* 
Captain Biranly had now acquired more 
experience and knowledge of mankind-; 
but though he could make a considerable 
allowance for his former want of discri- 
mination, he could scarcely imagine it 
possible that the absurdities which were at 
present so conspicuous in the character of 
Rothemere^ should have hitherto existed, 
so entirely unobserved by him, young as 
he was, at the time when he was princi- 
pally in the habit of associating with his 
family: and at length the eqigma was 
solved by an officer, who like himself had 
seen and respected Mrs. Rotbemere— 
from him he learned that her influence 
had ever been indefatigably exerted to 
make him appear in the^eye of the world 
a reasonable being; and though she could 
not wholly succeed, she had at least 

K 3 proved 
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proved that her cares had not for the 
moment been unavailing, by the in- 
creased ecceutricity of his conduct whea 
she could no longer watch over it. 

Yet Biranly still retained for him ati 
habitual regard, preserved in part by the 
recollection of his former unrestrained 
hospitality, and still more from veneration 
to the memory of a woman he had so 
perfectly esteemed ; and ^ when from the 
communication of Captain Rothemere he 
learned that Laura Delaunie was in their 
neighbourhood, some remains of the iti- 
terest he once felt for her, united with 
the ennui of his situation, and curiosity 
to ascertain if she was as engaging and 
handsome as he remembered her to have 
been, induced him to encourage the ex- 
pedition his friend had for a forti/ight 
past talked of undertaking. His particu- 
Jar mention. therefoFe of Biranly had 
some foundation in truth, and was not, 
as Laura at intervals had hoped, the mere 
effect of his own suggestions : but fortu- 
nately for her feelings, neither Mr, St. 
Orme nor his sister had been present 

when 
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hen this young man had been so confir 
dently spoken of as her first attachment — 
un assertion that shocked her the more, as 
she was conscious of having. received 
some satisfaction in those attentions which 
had been the first offerings to the beauty 
they distinguished; and- she dreaded lest 
the girlish approbation she had long for* 
gotten should be construed into past en- 
couragement, and Biranly think himself 
authorized to accuse her of coquetry, for 
the repugnance she now experienced to 
the repetition of sentiments she had for- 
merly heard with the mere reserve of timi- 
dity; 

Bat the apprehensions and discompo- 
sure the unexpected visit of Captain 
Kothemere had occasioned, gradually 
abated, and the mind of Laura was the 
prey of other regrets. Several days had 
passed by, and St. Orme returned not — 
he did not even write to his sister, as^he 
had promised, and Caroline could not 
conceal her inquietude, in ^vhich Mrs. 
Aubrey secretly joined. • Laura was mi- 
serable: she accused herself of being 

K 4 the 
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the cause of bis abrupt retreat, by havitiEf 
imparted to a being so little capable of 
delicacy and forbearance, the peculiari- 
ties of his situation; and her anxiety re- 
fused to be alleviated by the tale he had 
fabricated, of a letter that required his 
presence in Landon: it was even perpe- 
tually increased by the importunities of 
the children, who having been forbidden 
by their mother to apply to Caroline for 
the information ^hey perpetually sought, 
daily enquired of Laura when she thought 
be would come back. 

She had now returned to Adwan to 
sleep, for she would not incommode 
Mrs. Aubrey longer than was absolutely 
necessary; nor could she endure to oc- 
cupy the apartment St. Orme had inha^ 
bited, when she considered herself as 
accessory to his having abandoned it with 
a precipitation^ and at a moment so dis- 
tressing : but as she was passing her 
houris as usual with her friends, Caroline 
one day expressed some incliuation to see 
the house and private grounds of the 
Marquis; and both Mrs. Aubrey and 

Laura,. 



^ 
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Laura, pleased with the hope that she 
might thus obtain a respite of a few 
hours from the tormenting inquietude 
that harassed her spirits, caught at the 
casual and half-expressed wish that 
had escaped her, and it was settled tlMt 
Miss St. Orine should visit her young, 
friend at the Park the next mornins:. 

Lama had anxiously expected her untif 
one o'clock, and now began to appre- 
hend tliat her appearance was retarded by^ 
some serious accident: — impressed by this 
fear, slie had resolved to M'alk over, • and 
ascertain the reason of a delay so unex- 
pected, ^^'hen she heard 4he door of the 
autiroom open, and steps pass across it. 

** Caroline is come!" she exclaimcJ, 
feelinc*' the sudden alacrity which a relief 
from iiujuietude bestows; and flying for- 
ward to meet lier friend, beheld a ser- 
rant preceding Cai)tain Rothemere and a 
stranger, whom slie soon recognised ta 
})c Biranly. 

The sudden alterath)n' of her connte^ ' 
nance, M'hicli could not have escaped aix 
eye commonly observant^ 'was entirely 

BL 5 lost 



S02 THE WIFE AX1> 

lost upon the flighty Rothemere, whilst 
the many images that crowded to her re- 
membrance, produced by the well-reco/- 
lected figure and aspect of Captain Bi- 
lanly — imagies that recalled tJje tender- 
ness and considerate goodness of her lost 
preceptress, added to her distress* 

** My dear Laura," said Mr. Rothe- 
mere, ** I presetit to you a former asso- 
ciate of your's, who is charnied with the 
opportunity that permits him to c]a//22 ^ 
renewal of your ancient amity." * 

Laura, teazed by this dibut^ whicli 
promised a succeeding tissue of inconsi- ( 
. deratenesS equally provoking and impro- 
per, felt an indignant colour suffuse htt 
cheeks; and she coolly bowed to the com- 
pliment that immediately followed from 
the lips of Bixanly, who appeared ratJier ' 
disconcerted at the opening speech of bis 
conductor, and at the dignity with \Wiicfv 
it was received. 

"We came over this morning," re* 
fiumed Mr. Rothemere, ** to inform y^'^ 
that our ball is fixed for Thursday : w^ 
shall remain in the vicinity of Adwan 

therefore 
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J-3[ierefore until Thursday morning, whea 

i^e expect to have the honour of eacorN 

i«ig, not only your fair self, but Mrs. 

/\ubrey and the gentle Caroline, to 

, ** Is it possible that you should have 
misunderstood Mrs. Aubrey," said Laura 
gravelyj ** when she so repeatedly de- 
clined this proposal when you were last 
here? Indeed, Sir, if such is your ex- 
pectation, I believe it will* be wholly dis- 
appointed." 

*• Not wholly I hope," said Biranly. 

'* Oh nonsense!" exclaimed his friend : 
" Laura cannot succeed in making us 
suppose that if she could not get to 

B , she would not be the most cha*- 

grined of the party." 

** I will not be so ungrateful,*' re- 
turned Laura, endeavouring to force a, 
Smil(5 over her countenance, " to allow 
you to form a* suspicion of my. indiffer- 
ence for the success of your charitable 
expedition in my favour; but indeed. my 
acknowkdgments must be confined' ta 

KL & youK' 



S04 XHE WTFE AVJ> 

your good wishes; for Mrs. Aubrey 1 
know js quite decided, and '' 

''And is her prudisli obstinacy to deten 
^ou from amusing yourself so. unobjec- 
tionably?" interrupted Rothemere, irri- 
tated at her opposition, which he thought 
very impertinent:. *'did I not tell you 
that I could procure you a chaperon from 

B ? There is- Mrs. Vernon,, yen 

know,. Harry/ who would ride over, I 
am certain, without hesitation, to obligei 
HsJ* 

** Or Lady Webber," said Biranly, 
** if Miss Delaunie will allow us, to urge 
a. point, against which I hope she has no 
particular objection — Lady Webber would 
I am assured think herself " 

** D — n the old- witch!" exclaimed 
Rothemere violently : *^ there is not 
such a harpy in St. James's parish ! She 
was not satisfied with fleeciag poor Faur 
shaw last night; the cursed hyaaua must 
claw me for forty pounds i'* 

Biranly bit his lip at the wisdom of his 
friend, in thus- ^displaying to the utmost 

advantage 



^ 



THE MISTRESS; 205 

ailvantage the character of the lady he 
had however wished to recommend in 
preference ta Mrs. Vernon, who was in 
fact the more improper person of the- 
two, 

** If Lady Webber is so dangerous a 
personage," said Laura, *' I am not cou- 
rawous enoug-h to trust mvself near her : 
and I thank you, Mr. Rothemere, for 
your candid information." ' 

'• Persiflage \s uotyonv forte^ child," 
returned he; '* hideed 1 think it very in- 
solent in any woman to attempt a thing- 
of that kind It is confoundedly unbe- 
coming in most of your sex, and I would 
advise you to drop that tone. If you 
object to the okl hag however, who U. 
quite good enough though, let me tell 
you, for a chaperon^ why there is Mrs. 
Vernon, the most engaging creature in ^ 
the world, without tault or blemish !" 

**^ You made the eulogium of- Lady 
Webber," said Laura, with a smile,. 
*•' and I ex|)ect that Captain Biranly will. 
in return favour me with tl)ar of Mrs. 
Vernon." 

"What 
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** What have you heard of Mrs. Ver- 
non ?" demanded Rothemere, hastily^ 
and preventing hisftiend, who was begin- 
ning to reply to this hint. " I assure 
you, upon my honour, it is the calumny 
of the prudes of her own sex, and the 
disappointed ones of our's — rank calumny 
and envy at her superior beauty and wit! 
Eiit that is of little consequence to a wo- 
man whose mind is so far above^ the tattle 
©f silly gossips !'^ 

Laura, who had by this exculpation of 
her champion, completely ascert:ained the 
character of the lady under wliose pro- 
tection Mr. llotheniere was so earnest to- 
place her, was now more incensed against 
him than she had ever yet suffered herself 
to be, since his intentions^ even if they 
proceeded from extreme inconsiderate- 
ness, if she had M^eakly yielded to them,, 
might have done her an irreparable injury. 

*' You h^ve now,'! replied she,* with a 
very grave countenance, ^' sufficiently 
dJscussed the merits of either lady; and 
any further comment from yourself or 
Captain Biranly is wholly unnecessary." 

'*Well>, 
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^^ Well, now- you are a reasonable 
"being!" exclaimed Rothemere, shaking 
lier hand with an air of great cordiality. 
*' Mrs. Vernon shall then ride over on. 
Wednesday evening, and you can' ac-» 
company her " 

At this moment Laura distinguished: 
the voices of the little Aubreys in the ad- 
joining Yooip ; and hastily disengaging 
herself from Rothemere, flew^ to the door, 
which she opened, and discovered that 
their mother accompanied them, but not 
Caroline; 

** What has happened?" asked Laura, 
in terror. '^ Dear Madam! where is 
Miss. St. Ormer 

*^ She remains with my good man," 
replied Mrs* Aubrey, ** who returned 
about an hour and a half since : he is 
much ftitigued, or he would have walked 
hither; so I must conduct vou to him." 

Laura impatiently wished to enquire 
into the success of his embassy; but she 
was now assisted by Mr. Rothemere in 
recalling to her ' memory that she had 
other and less welcome companions; for 
^ ' he 
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he advanced to Mrs. Aubrey with the afr 
of a long and approved acqxiaintancej 
and introduced to her his worthy friend 
Capt£lin Biranly, who was now agarn 
shocked at the coldness witli which this 
annunciation of his name was received. 

Mrs. Aubrey felt indeed much embar> 
rassed between her natural frankness and 
hospitality, and the eulirc disapprobation 
she experienced of this inconsiderate and 
very indelicate repetition of the vibit of 
lloth.cmere, accompanied by another per- 
son, who was a still more improper guest 
for Laura to receive; aggravated by the 
inconvenience of the moment too! — - 
V hen her husband weary, and wishing to 
induljre himself in. the socictv of his fa- 
mily, must feel averse from the Jtrouble.of 
receiving strangei^, who would un(h)ubt- 
edly 5U|)pose themselves entitled to every 
exertion of courtesy. 

Biranly, M'ho had attended to the few 
sentences that had passed between Laura 
and her fi iend, and had sense enoueh to 

' - ' CD 

perceive that his presence \vasthen incon- 
venient and unwished for, informed hi& 

compaiiioa 
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companion that he was proceeding imnne- 
cl lately to the place they had fixed upon 
for their temporary residence, which was 
the next post-town, and entjuired if he 
chose to accompany him. 

•* Uy tio means./' replied Ilothemere, 
Nvith an air of surprise; ** wibh tcbc 
presented firist to Mr Aubrey!" 

*^ I may perhaps be equally desirous of 
the same honour," replied the other; 
** but I should wish to find a proper time 
to solicit it, I will therefore bid yoa 
farewell for the present.*' 

And with a silent salutation to Mrs* 
Aubrey and Laura, he vanished. 

''Stay, Harry!" exclaimed Rothemere;. 
*' where the devil are you flying in such 
a confounded hurry ?" 

If this remonstrance were heard, it was^ 
not attended to, for Biranly neither re- 
turned nor replied; and his friend ex- 
pressing a fear that the whimsical fellow 

might ride back to B , pursued him. 

** My dear Miss Delauiiic,'' said Mrs. 
Aubrey, '' I am*distressed that I cannot 
appear to pay that attention to C'aptain. 

Rothemere 
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Rothemere and his companion which my 
esteem and affection for you would impel 
me' to, were their visit, situated as you 
are, entirely proper: but indeed Captait^ 
llothemere should consider » *' 

•^ Ah, Madam!" interrupted Laura^ 
** if he had ever possessed consideration,, 
would' he " 

Shfe paused, and her friend cgntmned. 

*^ Could I but defer the invitation Mr* 
Rothemere evidently expects until to- 
morrow, my good man would be better 
enabled to receive themj for a^ present 
he has not only fatigue to oppress hinv 
but lowered spirits, as he has not suc- 
ceeded with Sir William St Orme by any 
means to the extent of his expectations,^ * 
and he is chagrined that Cecil should afr 
this moment be in town : indeed be 
fears " 

** Not succeeded!" repeated Laura, i^ 

extreme agitation: '* Oh Heaven ! what 

will become of but you were saying, 

dear Madarar— I mean^ — that is, I entreat 

you not to bestow a second thought upoa 

the iacUaation expressed by Mr. Bothe* 

mere 
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tne»e to be admitted to the Rectory to- 
day — he may now be returning possibly 

to B , without any further idea of 

pressing it; and even if he should— — ** 

The subject of their conversation at 
tbis moment re appeared, panting with 
the haste he had used, afid exclaimed 
that Biranly had mounted his horse, and 
had rode oiF, before he could overtake 
him, 

*' Since it is so," said Mrs. Aubrey, 
" and you may probably wish to follow 
your friend, perhaps 1 may inform Mr. 
Aubrey that you will partake our family 
dinner to-morrow, at which we shall be 
equally flattered to see Captain Biranly." 

** To-morrow!'* repeated be — *• Oh, 
the very thing! Mrs. Aubrey, upon tny 
aoul you are an angel of a woman I I 
will now puTsue this runaway fellow, and , 
tell him of the undeserved favour that 
awaits him." 

Then nodding a farewell to. Laura, he* 
darted away. 

*' Ah, .Madam!'* said Laura, regard- 
ing her amiable friend with an anxious 

countenance^. 
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countenance, '* your urbanity has en- 
tailed upon you some unpleasant and 
most unprofitable hours l" 

** My dear Miss Delaunie/' replied 
sbc^ ** 1 will inforqi you without dis- 
guise of the motive of this supposed ur- 
banity; by indulging the wish of Cap- 
tain Rothemere to be presented to Mr. 
Aubrey, I shall give my good nian an 
opportunity of representing to him, at a 
moment when perhaps he may be incjined 
to listen to him without displeasure, the 
extreme impropriety of thus' intruding in 
your residence, situated as yau now hap- 
pen to be: and this admonition, given in 
the presence of his companion, may per- 
haps have the wished-for effect upon 
both/' 

S\\e then called her childi-cn, who were 
playing in the other room, and Laura 
accompanied their mother and them to 
their peaceful home. 



CHAR 
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CHAR X^ 



Mr. AUBREY received her with his 
accustomed syiDptoms of friendshij) ; and 
after Laura had remained with him nearly 
half an hour, M^itliout havino^the couraM 
to make the enquiries she was yet anxious 
to advance, she could no longer curb her 
impatience to seek Miss St. Orme, who 
had retired to her apartment. 

Having tapped more than once at the 
door, and findins: thissis^nal not attended 
to, Laura M'as withdrawing in disappoint- 
ment, from a supposition that her friend 
might have walked out unheeded by the 
family, but. that she thought she distin- 
guished from within the chamber some 
deep sobs ;-r-\vithout further hesitation 
she opened the door, and found Caroline 
indulging the grief she had restrained in 

the 
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the preseiice of the good Mr. Aubrey, 
'^vho was already sufficiently mortified at 
the account he had been compelled to 
give. 

" Oh, why — why do you weep thus?" 
exclaimed Laura, springing towards the 
mourner, whom she pressed to her bosom. 

"My brother!" returned she; ** poor 
Cecil 1" 

'* Mr. St. Ornie P' repeated Laura, 
the colour forsaking her cheeks ; *' is he 
then— is he ill?" 

*^ Oh no, I hope notl but my ^ther 
will not forgive him; and Lady St. Orme 
will not allow nie to return home, that 
my poor Cecil, I suppose, may not have 
an advocate near him to soften his re- 
isentment. I am the cause of his misfor- 
tune; and I fear he will leave England 
and Europe, and die in some wretched 
xlin^ate, far from all M^ho love him!'* 

Hei' tears, which this almost involun- 
tary appeal to the commiseration of h^^ 
friend had arrested for a moment, no^ 
redoubled; and as the suspected occa* 
fiion of the unlucky absence of St. Orme 

from 
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I 

from his best and most revered counsel- 
lors, instantly assailed the heart of 

Laura at such a moment — at a 

period that might prove so critical, to 
be driven from them — ^* I am the hate- 
ful cause of his destruction,*' siie se« 
cretly exclaimed, ** and no one else!" 

Her tears now flowed with those of 
Caroline. 

" Can you forgive me," she cried, 
^* for having conducted hither a man so 
displeasing to your brother as to have 
forced him from you ? I am too certain 
that his disgust against Mr; Rothemeie 
compelled him to leave this house !" 
Caroline faintly denied it. 
*^ His absence, however," added she, 
*^ from whatever cause it proceeds, I 
must yet hope will not be of any very se- 
rious import; for to-morrow 'Mr. Aubi^y 
kindly travels to London, to reason with 
him, and endeavour to persuade him to 
return here, until something can be 
^ttled." 

** To- 
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• ** To-morrow!" repeated Laura. 
Again Mr. llothernere, like an evil 
genius, appeared to her to intervene ; 
and having tenderly entreated her friend 
not to indulge her further grief, she quit- 
ted her, to prevent Mrs. Aubrey, if it 
-^\ere not yet too late, from mentioning 
to her husband the unfortunate invitation 
she had given. 

But as she entered his study, Mr. 
Aubrey immediately addressed her upon 
tlie subject; and lamenting the necessity 
of his absence, proved it incontestibly 
to the distressed Laura, by producing a 
letter he had received from Cecil St. 
Orme, that had been dispatched to him 
Y'hilst he was yet in the neighbourhood 
ef his father. It intimated that lie was 
compelled to return to London upon bu- 
siness of extreme importance to himself, 
as it would, if he succeeded ih accom- 
plishing it, be the means of removing 
him without dishonour, from the pursuit 
of that insolence and those sneers he 
found himself but too well inclined to 

resent, 
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resent, and which his altered fortunes 
would eternally subject him to in Eng- 
latid. 



** I am convinced," he added, ''that 
the negotiation you have had the gene- 
rous friendship to undertake, will not be 
concluded to your satisfaction; but I 
hope that the woman who governs my 
father, Avill not have sufficient influence to 
prevent tlie pro])er establishment of Ca- 
roline. 

I would not have addressed this to 
you where you are, or written at this 
moment,^ but that I think jnyself com- 
pelled to aopount to you for leaving your 
hospitably roof in your absence, and 
M'ith a precipitation that may appear ca- 
pricious and ungrateful; and I wish to 
be the first to inform you of it : bijt to 
convince you, that I cannot have any 
view to alter the resolutions of Sir Wil- 
liam, , whatever they may be, by what 
ii^ight otherwise appear an indirect threat, 
^vere it' communicated to him, I think it 
VOL. II. L necessary 
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necessary to state to you tliat ere yoa re- 
ceive this, my destiny will be decided," 



** Mqst unhappily," said Mr* Aubrey, 
when he supposed that Laura had con- 
cluded the letter she still held in her 
trembling hands. *' I had left Hereford 
on the morning this reached it; and it 
was sent" by the people of the post-house 
to the residence of Sir William, who for- 
warded it in a blank cover, without any 
comment, to a place at which I hail 
casually informed him I should stop in 
my route: bi^t I remained only a few 
hours to transact some business, and the 
letter was. tod late* A second envelope 
brought it hither, a few minutes after 
Mrs. Aubrey had set out to the park to 
conduct you to us. I received it in the 
presence of Caroline; but I entertained 
some suspicions that* the packet would 
not contain pleasing news, and I retired 
to read it, so that she is unacquainted 

with its contents." 

'' Do 
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^' Do not cast away a thought upon 
Sir. Rothemer-e," exclaimed Laura, ear- 
nestly, ** or upon his ill-timed visit; but 
hasten, dear Sir, hasten to rescue——" 
she hesitated — '* the brother of Caroline 
St. Ornie from the destiny he speaks of!" 

** What does he mean by this ex- 
pression?" asked Mrs. Aubre}'. 

*' An exchange most probably," re- 
plied her husband, M into some regiment 

going abroad; and if so, I cannot 1 

will depart however by daybreak to- 
n^oirow: I would immediately renew my 
journey, but 1 find the inquietude 1 have 
lately suffered, added to personal fatigue, 
has rather disordered me, and I must 
allow myself this interval, I believe." 

Mrs. Aubrey gazed anxiously on his 
countenj^nce when he uttered this; and 
^vl.en he observed her alarm, lie threw 
more alacrity into his features, and 
chargc;d both Laura and herself to exte- 
nuate the inhospitality he appeared to 
commit towards Mr. Ilothemere; and 
that it might not wear the garb of insult 
or neglect, he dictated to his friend^ as 

L 2 . well 
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well as himself, -an invitation to pass a 
second day at the Rector)', immediately 
upon his return. 

Laura heard it with apprehension and 
regret: she dreaded the inconsiderate and 
forward familiarity of Rothemere, and 
feared he would take ample advantage of 
the complacency Mr. Aubrey thought 
himself compelled to exhibit, that his 
absence, so unluckily timed, might not 
be liable to misconstruction. 

She had hitherto prevailed over her 
involuntary dislike and contempt of him, 
which she earnestly wished to conceal 
from others as Avell as himself, both from 
esteem and gratitude towards Mrs. Ha- 
milton, and veneration for the memory 
of his wife, whom she regarded as her 
friend, her benefactress, and her deli- 
verer from the ruinous and cruel system 
of Lady Bellingham, the effects of which 
her good sense had taught her to shudder 
at. But Mr. Rotl\emere was tolerated by 
the Aubreys, from a knowledge of the 
history of Laura's mother, and her obli- 
gations to the family of her husband, 

who 
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who having distinguished her merits, and 
readily admitted them, had so hberally 
supported her in the eye of tlie world ; 
and they^ thought it would not be right 
that the daughter shpuld requite this 
kindness by disallowing the claim of 
Captain Rothemere to her respect, un- 
conscious though she were of the circum- 
stance that might ha^e enforced it; but 
they hoped to render him sensible, of the 
opinion other people might too probably 
conceive, were that unreserved inter- 
course stiH to subsist between them, 
which, from habit and want of reflection, 
he preserved. They knew little, how- 
ever, of his waywardness, and his perse- 
vering obstinacy in a point which any 
one, by open representation or remon- 
strance^ had endeavoured Jo turn him 
from: but Laura recollected enough of 
his former conduct to be convinced of' 
this, and she experienced much anxiety 
for the event of those representations 
Mrs. Aubiey wished her husband to 
make. • 

L 3 When 



222 THE WIFE AND 

When the family had assembled at their 
dinner, Miss St. Qrme had so far overcome 
her feelings, as to conceal any very appa- 
rent*distress, and she passed the remain- 
der of tlie day with composure. At 
night, when she bade Mr. Aubrey fare- 
well, she charged him with a letter for 
her brother, and commissioned Uie good 
man to inform him tliat she entirely ex- 
pected his immediate return. 

Mrs. Aubrey, who was better informed, 
was far less sanguine on this subject; and 
she now compelled Laura to occupy the 
apartment she feared St. Ornie would not 
soon displace her from. 

Some hours after Mr. Aubrey had be- 
gun his journey/ though yet early in tHe 
day, this amiable* woman, who in the 
absence . of her husband was preceptress 
to the boys, had retired with them to the 
study, whilst Laura, endeavouring to 
amuse the mind of her young friend, 
had walked with her to the village, 
where she was herself well known a^" 

beloved, and they liad paid several visits 

ta 



\ 
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to the cottages that principally composed 
it, when from the window of one of 
these little tenements, she beheld Captain 
Rothemere gallop past. 

Laura had scarcely time to congratulate 
herself that he had not observed her, and 
was forming a hasty conjecture of the 
motive for this premature appearance, 
when Biranly, who was rather more lei- 
surely following, recognised her, and 
checked his horse, from which he imme- 
diately sprung. 

When the first salutation was over, and 
I aura and her friend, accompanied by 
him, were returning home, he said that 
at his instigation Captain Rothemere was 
conducting him thus early to the habita- 
tion of Mrs. Aubrey, that he might be 
enabled to ascertain if that lady had 
really commissioned him to deliver the , 
flattering permission he had received to 
join her dinner party* 

'* Rothemere is I find," added he, 
with an expressive air, '* so extremely- 
figurative both in his representation of 
a nguage and sentiments, that having 

L 4 been 
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been lately severely disappointed hy at- 
. tending rather too credulously to his rhe- 
torical flourishes, I am appreheijsive of 
being likewise deceived in this instance." 

Laura felt some confusion at this hint; 
and, after a momentary pause, he re- 
sumed. 

*' Shall I venture to tell you, Miss 
Delaunie, that I was flattered into a hope 
that you had not forgotten those days of 
confidence and* esteem, when I should 
^ not have experienced the mortification I 
yesterday subjected myself to, with a 
^ rashness I much regret?" 

Laura, after some hesitation, endea- 
voured to make him comprehend that the 
reception he complained of, arose from 
her embarrassing situ^^tion, and the little 
regaril his friend paid to it: but. as she 
knew not how far the rhetorical Jlou* 
rishes of Mr. Rothemere might have ex- 
tended, she distantly, hinted her dread 
and horror of those well-known sallies, 
where truth and decorum were equally 
outraged. 

He 
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lie appeared at length satisfied with 
her explanation, and then implored both 
Miss St. Orme and herself to have the 
charity to inform him if he migh;: rely 
upon the repeated protestations of his 
fiiend, and venture to present himself 
at the mansion of Mrs. Aubrey. 

** I am so little entitled to be thus 
distinguished^" added he, ** that, inde- 
pendent of other trifling doubts that as- 
sail nie, this circumstance alone is suffi- 
cient to make me fear that the honour he 
talks of is merdy imaginary, and a con- 
ception of his own." 

They gave him the confirmatibn Be 
Avished; which Caioline was enabled to 
do by having heard Mrs. Aubrey men- 
tion^ the necessity she had found herself 
in of sending to Captain Biranly a mere 
verbal intimation: and the assurance he 
urged had scarcely passed their lips, when 
hts friend galloj^d furiously back, and, 
without any preface, began a vehement 
complaint against his-desertion. ' » 

V 1 had even desired the servant, at 
the Rectory to announce you," continued 

% 

L 5 llgthe- 



•fifiS THE WIFE AND 

Rotliemere, in au impetuous accentj, * ^ and 
was actually cUsmountiug myself, before 
I discovered that you had vanished ! And 
that booby, that sacerdotal scrub, first 
stared at me like a baboon,, and thea 
grinned in 'my face! So I horsewhipped 
the blockhead for his stupid impudence, 

and rode back to seek you:- d — n it, I 

thought it very strange that every clown 
I passed should turn round, and stretch 
his hideous jaws at me — and Til bet you 
a hundred to one, that whilst I supposed I 
was addressing you, the rascals thought I 
was making orations to the park-paling! ' 

Biranly found the eagerness and trepi- 
dation With which this well-founded com- 
plaint was uttered, wholly irresistible,, 
and laughed heartily ; nor could Laura or 
Miss St. Orme entirely refrain from fol- 
lowing his example. 

For a moment his friend appeared in- 
clined to join in the mirth of which he 
was the object ; but recovering a serious 
aspect — 

• *' Biranly," resumed he, *' this is not 
a jest tome, faith! For I was describing 

to 
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to you as I rode, a plan I had just di- 
gested, to collect upon any emergency 
the whole milUary force of the united 
kingdom in four-and-twenty hours, or in 
less time, upon either coast, as they 

might be wanted and by G — d, I 

have lost it all! — not even a leading fea* 
tvire of the whole arrangement left !" 

Biranly was more inclined to renew his 
laughter than bewail such a fatality ; but 
with some difficulty he restrained him- 
self, and endeavoured to sooth the mor- 
tification of the unlucky projector, who 
was soon appeased, and then recollected 
himself sufficiently to address the usual 
compliments to Miss St*. Orme and Laura. 
As the whole party prpceeded towards 
the Rectory — ** Rothemere," exclaimed 
his friend, '*what excuse do you mean to. 
offer to Mrs* Aubrey for chastising her 
servant, and instantly riding off lilie a 
mad devil,' without giving any reason fop 
&uch an outrage?" 

*' By G — d, that is true," repHed he; 
'* that question never OQCurred to me: I 
must hasten, and explain to her. " 

I. 6.^ And 
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And suddenly spurring his horse, the 
animal started, and by the rapidity of 
his motions, as he flew off with his rider, 
threw soiiie part of the mud of the road 
over Biranly and his fair companions. 

*^ Our friend," said he, regarding 
Laura with a smile, *' is still as youthful 
as I ever recollect him to have been." 

To this hint she could not reply; for 
the wild and hurried deportment of Cap* 
tain Rothemere reminded her of the in- 
telligence Dolly had given her of his 
conduct when he had passed the iiight at 
Adwan ; and she feared, from his appear- 
ance and manner, that he bad spent the 
preceding one with as little regard to so- 
briety and his own health and character. 

He had not attained the Rectory when 
the party reached it, notwithstanding the 
superior speed he had used; and Laura 
wondered what new caprice had drawn 
'him from his intention. Her incertitude 
did not however last loho* ; for before 
Mrs. Aubrey had been apprized of their 
return, a labouring man, who was run- 
ning towards the house' with all the 

rapidity 
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rapidity he could exert, called in an 
etiger accent to the servant who was hold- 
ing the horse of Biranly, and they all 
awaited the intelligence he appeared so 

anxious to give. 

» 

^^ The gentleman," said the fellow, 
panting for breath — *' the gentleman as 
have rode backward and hitherward, as^ 

'twere, for this hour or more, he " 

*• What of him?" demanded Biranly • 
hastily. 

** He have had a tumble aft the old 
leaping- bar in my Lord's park, just in 
the nook that comes out by the road-side; 
and the poor beast of a horse have broke 
il^ knees on the roots of the great oak 
treel" 

** And the gentleman?" asked Laura — 
** is lie then unhurt?'* 

'* Hurt! bless your Ladyship, yes! I 
thinks he have broke some bones; for he 
can't move a peg, so 1 come here for 
help!" 

Biranly instantly rode off in 'the direc- 
tion to which the man had poiiUed in 
telling his story, whilst Miss St. Orme 

and 
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and Laura flew to Mrs. Aubrey, mIkv 
havii>g heard the disaster, directed the 
labourer to return to Jhe unlucky spoty. 
and give all the assistaiK^e in his power;, 
and having dispatched one of her female 
servants to the nearest house for further 
help, she sent John, the sacerdotal scrubs 
to a. neighbouring surgeon, to require 
his immediate attendance; nor . was it 
until she had waited some time f^r the 
expected appearance of the unfortunate 
Rothemere, that she gave a single reflec- 
tion to the extreme iiiconvenieuce a sick 
and additional guest must create in her 
family; for whos^e reception however, as 
it was irresistibly dictated by humanity,, 
she immediately prepared. 

After, a considerable interval, the la- 
bourer who had first given the. alarm, re* 
turned to say that -the gentleman had 
been seen by some of the people belong- 
ing to the park, and they had carried' 
him to the house whilst he came away 
for help: and the other gentleman de- 
siiied him to say the accident was only ^ 

broken 
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broken leg, and he hoped it would not 
be a matter of serious concern, 

I^ura was not displeased to learn that 
' Mrs. Aubrey would not- be so materially 
iucommoded by the consequences of this 
misadventure, so foolishly incurred by 
Captain Rothemcfe, as she had at the 
first moment apprehended; but she yet 
felt considerable inquietude that it had 
thus fixed him an inmate at Adwan for 
some time, which she almost equally 
feared w.oukl be disapproved by the AJar* 
quvs. 

By the same messenger, whom she li- 
berally rewarded for his promptitude in 
offering his services, she sent to Dolly,, 
to desire her to attend wholly to the in- 
valid, and. that she dispensed with her 
services to herself, until Mr. Rothemcre 
were recovered : this care over, she pur- 
sued her anxious reflections upon the 
opinion Lord Belliniiham miiiht form 
when the cii'cumstance reached his know- 
- ledge— move especially if Captain Biranly 
should think it necessary to remain with 
lus friend. 

*' When 
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*' When the news of the accident ar-. 

rives at B ," thought Laura, her 

a[)prehension8 increasing as her reverie 
lengthened, ^* Mr. Rothemere will pro- 
bably be visited likewise by other officers- 
of the regiment; and the Marquis hear- 
ing the story perhaps carelessly or ma- 
lignantly related, may think himself jus- 
tified in condemninq: me for the utmost 
forwardness and imprudence!" 

The same idea having occurred ^o^ 
IMrs. Aubrey, she very delicately insi- 
nuated to Laura her opinion, that she 
should instantly send, intelligence of the' 
affair to Lord Bellingham, as the su/lc rer 
had been conveyed to his mansioii : and 
thus authorized by the superior judgment 
of her friend, Laura havins** written 
M^liat Mrs. Aubrey dictated, and sent her 
letter to the post-town by a villager, felt 
jelieved from a considerable part of her 
anxietj^ upon this subject. 

Soon after she had performed this duty, 
Biranly appeared, who informed Mrs^. 
Aubrey and her young companions that 

the brokcu bone had been set; and as if 

was- 
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was only a simple fracture, his friend had 
had the pleasure of hearing that if he 
could prevail upon himself to be docile 
and quiet, he would do very well. 

** And will he not consent?" said 
Laura, earnestly ; ** is he not——" 

** Oh no, let me, do him justice," in^ 
terrupted Biranly; ** he has not yet af- 
forded any room for compraint on this 
point: and as docility, and quietism are 
doctrines entirely strange to my friend 
Rothetnere, I hope the charm of novelty 
will engage him to submit to them." 

Mrs. Aubi>ey, who discovered that the 
mischance of his companion had not di- 
minished the inclination of Biranly tO' 
avail himself of her original intention in 
his favour, confirmed with a good grace 
the invitation she could not withdraw; 
and he found himself so much charmed 
with his fair associates, that it required a 
considerable exertion of generosity and 
good-nature to quit them, which he com* 
pelled himself to do early in the evening, 
that he might pass an hour with the un- 
lucky Rothemere, before he returned to 

thor 



234- THE WIFE AND 

the place where he had secured a lodging. 
But the fallowing day again brought hiin 
to the Rectory, in the idea of conveying 
the intelligence, which had . already beeu 
received, of. the favourable situation of 
his friend; with whom he had promised 
to pass half the morning, which he would 
have been much better pleased to have 
wholly dedicated to his former favourite, 
Laura Delaunie; who had, in his opi- 
nion, he told Mr, Rothemere, more thaa 
answered the expectation he had ori- 
ginally formed both of her mind and 
person. 

The invalid, on hearing this, attempted 
to turn towards bim too suddenly for the 
delicate situation of tlie fractured limlv 
and was uupl&asantly reminded of the 
restraint he had already anathematized 
with a thousand oathf» After a violent 
outcrv, mingled with a shower of re- 
proachful ejaculations upon his own want 
of recollection — > / 

*'Well, Harry," resiiified he, *Mfyaa 
like the girl, why should you not marry 
lier? I canaot see how you are to^Ja 

hetter^^ 
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Letter, hampered as you are : ^if you 

are inclined to take the northern tour, 
you know my friendship for you, so 
commaivd my services/* 

Biranly thanked him for his proposed 
good oftices, which he neither accepted 
nor declined: indeed he had resolved to 
be -very circumspect in his communica- 
tions to his companion, whose discretiou 
and judgment were b^r no means high in 
his estimation; nor would he even have 
ventured this eulogiuni of Laura, had 
not bis admiration overpowered his prede* 
termined resolution. 
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CHAP. xr. 



A HE next morning brought to Mr*. 
Aubrey a letter from her husband, who- 
had M'ritten immediately after having dis- 
covered the residence of St, Ovme, for 
the inforauition of wliich he had applied 

wit h. 
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with success to a youtig man whom lie 
knew to be his confidential frrend ; and 
from him Mr. Aubrey had the pleasure of 
learning that the regiment into which he 
had intended to cxcliangc, had embarked 
for the West Indies before the business 
could be accomplished, the transport 
having, fortunately for St. Oiine, re» 
ceived unexpected orders to sail with a 
convoy which was actually under weigh 
when the dispatches arrived at the port. 

*^ Inform Caroline," continued Mr. 
Aubrey, ^' that I have «een her brother, 
and received from him a promise not to 
pursue any further his desperate design, 
>vithout first apprizing me that such is 
his intention: but I entertain hopes of 
being able to set it quite aside." 

This letter was dated on the evening of 
his departure from Ad wan ; and by the 
same post Miss St. Orme had the satis- 
faction /of receiving a few lines from the 
runaway,, written the next morning, af- 
ter a second interview with his friend; 
entreating her to pardon the anxiety he 
had occasioned, which could only be 

excused^ 
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excused; he. said, from the disorder of 
his mind at the time of his leaving her so 
abruptly. 

Caroline' was now all hope and joy>; 
nor was Laura less delighted to he re- 
lieved from a» weight of inquietude and 
self-reproach she had more secretly, but 
not' the less painfully endured ; even 
Mrs. Aubrey had found her philanthropy 
towards the sufferer at the park very 
much weakened by the uneasiness she 
had sustained for the misfortune she be- 
lieved him to have precipitated; and she 
now heard, as well as her young friends, 
of his apparent convalescence, with more 
satisfaction than they might have expe- 
rienced, had not intelligence so favour- 
able animated their charity and commise- 
ration. 

Biranly had been compelled to return 
to his cjuartersr but he soon rencwe^d his 
consolatory visits to his unlucky friend,^ 
and seized with avidity every opportunity 
that offered of introducing himself at the 
Rectory, spite of the reserve with which 
Mrs. Aubrey thought it necessary - to 

receive 
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receive his attentions, and repel the ear- 
nest inclination he betrayed, to be a<l- 
niitted occasionally to the society of her 
young inmates. 

In what lie believed however to be a 
fortunate hour, when he had one day 
gained access to the fair trio, Miss St. 
Orme suddenly interrupted a conversation 
in which they were engaged, by exclaim- 
, ing — '* Here is Cecil! — here is* my bro- 
ther!" and pointed to a chaise that turned 
into the road leading immediately to the 
house. 

Laura, in equal trepidation, watched 
the approach of the carriage, which Mrs. 
Aubre}^ as well as herself soon disco- 
vered to be a travelling chaise of the 
Marquis, occupied by a man whom Laura 
rt'collected to -be th.e steward of Belling- 
ham House. Her heart palpitated with 
apprehension lest the niandate she sup- 
posed him to bear, .might be of a distress- 
ing nature; and she heard, with increasing 
dread, that he entreated permission im- 
mediately to deliver to her a message from, 
his Lord 

It 
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It was Avith some difficulty she com- 
plied with this request, by retiring to. 
another room to receive his communica* 
tion; and having learned that the Mar- 
quis and the children were in healtli, she 
anxiously, awaited the commands of her 
father. 

The steward then informed her that, 
having some business to transact at Ad- 
wan,, his Lord had commissioned him to ' 
desire that she would set out' without 
^elay for London, in the chaise that he 

had travelled down in for the purpose of 
'conveying her hack; and that the Mdr- 

quis had appointed William to attend 

her. - 

Not expecting so sudden a summons, 
Laura was thunderstruck; and the man- 
ner too in wliich this indication of his 
will had been dispatclied to her, wounded 
her feelings—Jiot even the condescension 
of a single line, but a verbal command 
from the mouth of a domestic ! 

The man who had dispatched the car- 
riage on to the park, now withdrew,^ and 
followed it ; and Luura, with an aspect 

• of 
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, of grief and mortification, and the tears 
starting from her eyes, slowly retarned 
to Iier friends. 

13iranly, >vho was still with them, was 
alarmed at the expression her countenauce 
exhibited as she entered the room, and 
starting from his seat, exclaimed — 

\' Good G— d! what is the matter?" 

^^ You have not heard unpleasant in- 
telligence, I hope?'* asked Mrs. Aubrey,, 
in an accent of concern. 

^'Yes, indeed," replied Laura: "I 
have heard that I must leave Ad wan im- 
mediately — I am desired to remove to 
London !" 

*' Immediately !" repeated Miss St. 
Orme, in a dejected tone. 

^' Do you know if Lord John Tra- 
herne is still in town, my dear Miss De- 
launier' demanded Mrs. Aubrey. 

*^ No, Madam, I did liot- recollect to 

enquire." 

*MVhen must you quit us?" saicBCa'- 
roline, taking her hand aiFectignately. 

*' I know jiot exactly," Laura re- 
plied; ^' for I received only a verbal 
5 message, 



. ^ 
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message, and it was hastily delivered to 
me, not to delay my journey." 

Biranly, who had hitherto beea tra- 
versing the apartment with a very 
thoughtful mien, now eagerly addressed 
her. 

*^ Perhaps then," said he, ^' you 
might raiscoheeive this cruel mandate; — 
it may not be necessary to desert us yet 
for a few days, or a week, or a still 
longer time." 

** We will enquire more particularly," 
interrupted Mrs. Aubrey: ^' I hope we 
shall find it so." 

This unwelcome remembrance of Lord 
Bellingham threw a gloom over the party ' 
thev could not overcome; and it was not 
diminished when some time after the 
children ran into the room in the utmost 
consternation, exclaiming— 

*^ Miss Delaunie is going away: Mrs. 
Maumler is come from the great house, 
and says Miss Delaunie is going away I" 

Laura having risen to confer with her 

attendant, the little girl and her brothers 

hung about her, and begged she Mould 

VOL. II. M stay 
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Stay that day — only that one day ! She 
promised she would comply with this en- 
treaty, and then withdrew. 

Dolly informed her young Lady that 
Mr. Dawson, the London steward, had 
told her she must begin packing up di- 
rectly, for the .Marquis expected Miss 
Delaunie at IJellingham House the next 
evening at farthest, as his Lordship was 
waiting to settle her before he went out of 
town. 

^* To settle me!*' repeated Laura, with 
a look of alarm; ** in what manner?" 

*^ I don't rigiitly know, ]\Ia*am," re- 
plied Dolly; ** but Mr. Dawson says he 
supposes Lady Harriet had the ordering 
of it : and if she wasn't married, she 
would surely be the new Lady; but she 
have got a husband already, though she 
have no credit of one! - Howsoever, they 
says she persuades my Lord, for her own 
ends, not to cast shame upon Lord Tra- 
heme and Lady Emily by getting a di- 
vorce, for fear he should go a courting 
again, and turn she off!" 

Laura, 
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Laura, who had daily dreaded taking a 
newspaper into her hand^ lest she should 
behold some intimation of the divorce 
spoken of by Mrs. Maunder, was pleased 
to learn even in this way that it would 
not take place. 

'' So, Ma'am," resumed Dolly, '' I 
come to let you know what Mr. Dawson 

says, and to get your orders 1 sup- 

pose we takes all with us! Oh Lord! I 

forgot — and there's the Captain, Ma am, 
making a piece of work, and saying it's 
d — m — d unhandsome and unconsidered 
of my Lord, to send for you and me 
away before he's well; and he says you 
are to write him word where you are to 
be, that he may come and see you, 
Ma'am." 

Laura, without replying to this signi- 
fied request of Mr. Rothemere, desired 
Dolly to .enquire of him if he wished lier 
to convey any letter or message to his 
sister; and likewise charged Mrs. Maun- 
der to mention her regret that his confine- 
ment would prevent her from seeing him 
before she left Adwan. 

M 2 ** Lauk, 
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" Lauk, Miss Laura,*' replied Dolly, 
*^ it*s of no use my trying to get in more 
than a word at a pull, for he would only 
stop me twenty times; and I should ne* 
ver get to the end of my message till it 
was time to set off, I'll be bound for it! 
But as to the packing, Ma'am — I sup- 
pose Fm to get all ready, as Mr. Daw- 
son siays ?'* 

'* Certainly," replied Laura, with a 
sigh: *' itis to-morrow morning- then we 
set out?" 

*' Yes, Ma*am, as early as you please; 
and the sooner we gets to Bellingham 
House, the better my Lord will be pleased 
I'm told; *' for he's in a mighty hurry to 
get away himself I hear." 

Laura now returned to the party she 
had quitted, with the uupleasing confirm- 
ation Dolly had brought of her instant 
removal from friends who were so much 
endeared to her: an affliction which the 
careless negligence of the Marquis, in 
thus almost leaving the day and hour of 
her departure ta the discretion of his j 
domestics, did not alleviate. 

4 "On 
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On hearing how soon she was com- 
pelled to leave Aclwan, Biranly quitted 
the room and the house, without uttering 
a syllable; and Miss St. Orme having 
then most affectionately expressed her 
regret at their separation, entreated that 
Laura would, not be induced bv the ab- 
sence tha^t already afflicted her, to with- 
draw' the frfendship she had Jioped to 
confirm. — ** I am sure," added she, 
*^ Cecil will be very much concerned;. 
, but perhaps you may see him in town." 
Tj^is surmise gave Laura some confu- 
sion ; , from which Mrs. Aubrey relieved 
her, by saying that she would charge 
her with a letter to her good man, which 
^he bagged her. to convey to him as soon 
after her arrival at BelUngham House as 
she should find it convenient; an injunc- 
tion she readily comprehended the mean- 
ing of, and promised strictly to fulfil. 

Dolly was to adjust every thing at the 
Park, and call for her young Lady in the 
chaise at nine o'clock ; so that Laura 
took her breakfast with her friends the 
next morning, and their mutual silence 

M 3 ^ and 
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and saddened features spoke the regret 
they wished not however to increase by 
any avoidable indulgence of their feel- 
ings, . 

The children were anxious to learn why 
the ugly man came to take her away. 

** He shall go to Adwan-dreen," said 
the little girl, ** and Martha put his legs 
in the tocks !" 

*' He shall be flogged!" said one boy. 

'* He shall be hanged 1" said the other. 

Laura embraced them tenderly, and 
promised to send to each a pretty toy 
from London, as a remembrance; and 
she would entreat their good papa to 
bring it: but they were not to be con- 
soled, and protested they would rather 
she came back with him herself. 

At length the chaise approached ; and 
Laura having already expressed to Mrs* 
Aubrey the sense she entertained of her 
benevolence, turned to Miss St, Orme, 
who exclaimed mournfully — 

^* If I must indeed part with you, ^ 

dear Laura, at least write to me, that I 

may be assured I am not forgotten !'* 

Her 
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Her tears prevented the reply she 
wished to make, and tliose i*emeuil>rances 
of good wishes she Mould have left for 
Mr. St. Orme. After several ineffectual 
efforts, she embraced her friends, and 
moved to the door, where she was met by 
Dolly, who told her that Captain Ilothe- 
mere would insist upon her telling her 
young Lady that he sent his love, and 
desired her journey might be put off till 
he saw her, for he had something of very 
petickler consequence to say to her. 

** My dear Laura," said Mrs. Aubrey, 
*^ I undertake to represent to Mr. Rothe- 
mere the impossibility of deferring your 
departure." 

Laura thanked her, and requested that 
she would likewise make her adieus to 
Captain Biranly : then waving her hand 
to Caroline, and pressing that of Mrs^ 
Aubrey, she hastened to the carriage, 
which immediately drove away. 

** Well now really, for n\y part," ex- 
claimed Mrs. Maunder, '* I can't say, . 
l\Ia'am, as I'm very sorry to get to Lon- 
don again; for there be always something • 

M 4 • gay 
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gay and genteel to look at — and there I 
shan't have people hunting for a secret 
day after day, and teazing one's hearl 
out to learn just nothing. If you'll be- 
lieve me, Ma'am, I've had no rest sia 
Mr. Rothemere came. — * Oh, Mrs. 
Maunder,' say^ Susan to me, * you are 
always so close! you didn't tell us of the 
Captain: he's a lover worth. having— so 
free and good-natured!' — I could have 
told her — but only I remembered what 
you said, Miss Laura— else I could 
have told her of his blusterings and his 
passioi>s as he goes into for nothing* 
Howsoever, stiys I*— ' He's no lover, not 
hel — he's almost old enough to be her 
father! and his wife, that's dead and 
^one,. was as fond of my young Lady as 
if she had been her own ; and I believe 
she was her godmother, or somewhat of 
that,' says I. So the old housekeeper, 
she comes in, in the God's speed.'—'* Ay, 
ay,' says she, winking to Mr. Tomlin- 
son, ' M^e know all about that, and more 
than folks tfiink for !' — Well, Ma'am, so 
then I held my tongue, you know—I 

said 
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said never a word more — nor I wouldn't 
if they was to creep about one ever so 1— 
Well, then they at me again about Cap- 
tain Biranly. — * There,' says I, * you're 

nigher the mark.' Lord, Miss Laura, 

talk of the devil, and vou see his horns I 
-—as I hope for mercy, here he is!"' 

Laura was now awakened from a deep 
reverie, by a voice which called to the 
driver to stop; and looking out of the 
Avindow next to her, she beheld Biranly, 
who had overtaken the carriage on horse- 
back, 

'* Miss De)aunie,^' said he, ** I am 
going about twenty miles on the London 
road, and I will escort you so far on 
your route, if you will allow me that 
honour." 

Laura was much chagrined at fhis inti- 
mation, which was given, she thought, 
with an air that seemed to preclude any 
repulse: yet she declined his attendance 
very positively, .and hinted that as the 
escort appointed by the Marquis ought to 
appear to her sufficient, he might be dis- 
pleased were she to allow of any other. 

M 5 Biranly 
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Biranly combatted her objections, how- 
ever, with more obstinacy than argument; 
and, mortified that he should take advan- 
tage of her unprotected situation, sfie 
was compelled to give up the point in dis- 
pute. Upon this occasion, the indiffer- 
ence or neglect of her father, which thus 
subjected lier to advances she could not 
properly repel,, severely wounded her; and 
the reflections that succeeded, still added 
to the depression of her spirits. 

On a pretext that the cold incommoded 
her^ Laura drew up the glasses, and pre- 
vented any further conversation until the 
carriage stopped to change horses; but, 
spite of her reserve, Biranly then chatted 
to her until they again moved forward. 
She felt piqued at a perseverance that 
must be so evidently distressing to her; 
and again declining any intercourse with 
him, he at length disappeared, and Laura 
began to hope that he was offended at her 
ungrateful reception of his gallantry, and 
had left her to pursue her journey in 
peace. 

But 
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But Mrs. Maunder very shortly unde- 
ceived her, by putting her head out of 
the window, to ascertain the fact; an 
ofFering_she made to her own curiosity. 

** Well to be sure!" exclaimed she; 
*' if the Captain an't riding with Will, as 
if he was his fellow-servant I Who would 
go for to take him for a Lord's son? 
Weil, I will say that for him, he*s no 
mote pride in him than if he was no- 
body's son l" 

A few minutes after this observation 

had passed the. lips of Dolly, the servant 

rode on to the next posthouse, to order 

the horses to be got out in readiness, and 

Biranly then again advanced to the side of 

the chaise; but when it drove up to the 

inn, William informed his young Lady ^ 

that it would be some little time before 

she could be set -forward, as the cattle she 

was to have, had not long come in; and 

he concluded with an enquiry if she 

would not be pleased to alight. 

Laura very unwillingly assented, and 
Captain Biranly assisted her from the car- 
riage, and conducted her into the hous.e, 

M i) Mhilst 
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whilst William detained • Mrs. Dolly to 
assist in altering the position of some 
part of the iluggage. Laura was then 
still more impressed with a sense of the 
J impropriety of her sclf-2tppointed escort ; 
and without allowing him time to enter 
npon a subject that might have been 
more pleasing to him, she enquired very 
gravely if he had not exceeded the num- 
ber of miles he had mentioned as the 
boundary of his ride. 

** This stage must be that regretted 
boundary," he replied, ^* unless my 
lovely friend will encourage me. to pro- 
ceed." • 

** Oh, by no means," said Laura, ea- 
gerly; *' on the contrary " 

** You advise me to return," inter- 
rupted he; ^* and perhaps I had better do 
so, before I subject myself to the too 
probable chance of the mo^t cruel morti- 
fication I can ever experience." 

He paused; and Laura awaited, in con- 
siderable apprehension, the explanation 
that was to follow, the nature of which 
she had a painful suspicion of; and 

believing 
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believing it had been encouraged and 
promoted - by Rotl:iemere, she bewailed 
the unlucky caprice that first dictated his 
compassionate visit to the deserted inmate 
of Ad wan. 

'* I find I am a complete co\Vard," 
resumed Biranly: ^* I am afraid to pro- 
ceed;— dearest Laura, a smile at this 
moment would instantly restore me to 
courage, and inspire -me with hope." 

In the confused and perplexed aspect 
of Laura, however, no trace of the re- 
quested smile could yet be discerned ; 
and she was moving to the door, when 
he detained her. 

** Miss Delaunie, will you not allow 
me a few minutes?" demanded he. 

•* i wish to be in town as soon as pos- 
sible," replied Laura, distressed and cha- 
grined at her situation: *' I am expected 
.^arly in the evening, and I " 

*' You are impeded by a casualty, not 
by meV' observed Biranly: '^ the people 
of the house, or your servant, will no 
doubt inform you when you can pro- 
ceed; and in this unavoidable interval, 

which 
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which my good or evil genius affords, I 
wish to enquire of the lovely Laura if I 
may claim a renewal of that portion of 
friendship and regard I once flattered 
myself with having possessed." 

•' Oh Heaven; I shall be pointed at by 
every one as a coquette!" Laura secretly 
ejaculated. *' What shall I say to him — 
how shall I escape— what will Mrs. Au- 
brey — what will Caroline and her brother 
think of me?" 

At this moment Dolly opened the door, 
and presented to her a letter, which she 
said she had received from Mr. St. Orme, 
who was going on to Adwan, and having 
accidentally 6een her, he gave her that for 
her young Lady, but would not wait to 
speak to her himself. 

Laura was in such extreme perturba- 
tion and horror at the unfortunate mo- 
ment in which this encounter had taken 
place, that she had scarcely strength to 
receive the packet; but as Mrs. Maunder 
was withdrawing, after having executed 
her commission^ she desired her to ask if 
they could now proceed. 

'' Bless 
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'^ Bless you, Miss Laura! yes, "re- 
plied the suivanie; '* and the landlady 
have been calling to 'em these ten mi- 
nutes, to put to; and it's only to humour 

William's vagaries that they don't:- 1 

can't think, not I, what ails the block- 
head ! There he stands grinning, and 
saying I an't in the secret this bout, nor 
shan't be " 

*' The fellow is not sober," interrupted 
Biranly hastily : *' Miss Delaunie is ear- 
nest to pursue her journey, and wishes to 

be gone as soon as possible. Will you 

tell him so, Mrs. Dolly?" 

*' Lord, I have told him so a matter 
of twenty times!" cried Mrs. Maunder, 
in a peevisli accent: *^ so, Madam, if 
you'll be pleased to give him your own 
orders," added she, addressing Laura, 
*1 he must ne^ds come to his senses; or 
else I'm sure his Lord should hear of his 
imperencel" 

Laura, dying with impatience to open 
the packet St. Orme had sent, was very 
willing to follow the advice dictated by 
the displeasure of poor Dolly; but Biranly 

preventing 
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preventing her from leaving" the room, 
said he would be her representative, and 
withdrew to execute the commission he 
had undertaken. ■ 

*' What did Mr. St. Orme s^y to you?" 
demanded Laura eagerly, as her u a wel- 
come companion shut the door. 

'* Why not much, Ma'am," replied 
the suivante; '' he was in a hurry to go 
on to Ad wan : so^ while they got him 
another chay, he sees the carriage stand- 
ing in the yard ; so he looks about him, 
and spies me. — * Is your Lady .here?" 
says he, all in a fantigue.— * Yes, Sir/ 
says I, * my young Lady's going on to 
London : she have got a gtentleman with 
her in that room^ who came to see her so 
far on her way, for old acquaintance 
sake.' — * Mr. Rothemere, I suppose?' 
says young glum — we calls him* so at 
Adwan, Ma'am. — 'No, Sir,* says I, 
* he's laying a bedj to mend his broken 
bones- it's Captain Biranly, as my 
young Lady knew in Dorsetshire/ So, 
Ma'am, without saying thank'e 'to one 
for answering him civilly, he hollows out 

for 
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for the waiters to bring him pen and inky. 
and falls to writing: so, -when he had 
done — * Here,' says he, 'carry this to 
Miss Delaunie : she wil! probable see Mr. 
Aubrey in London; but this lettej, which 
he gave m^'for her, she ought for to have." 
And_ if 3^ou'll believe me, Ma'am, he 
went away without so much as saying — 
* Good-bye, hog !* Talk of his man- 
ners! Vm sure I've seen none of his man- 
ners, not I!" 

Laura had listened to this narrative of 

Mrs. Maunder with an inquietude that 

superseded even her curiosity to see the 

contents of the billet that accompanied 

Mr. Aubrey's letter, or the letter itself. ' 

*' She have got a^ gentleman with her!" 

repeated she, internally: ''what a phrase!' 

How unhappily ignorant and stupid is this 

woman ! Wow unfortunate that I should 

be quitting Adwan to-day ! This Biranly 

too '[ 

The purport of his conversation dur- 
ing their titerd-tite now suddenly re- 
curring to her, she eagerly sought for a 

bell, which she rang with some Impe- 

» 

tuosity; 
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tuosity; and the landlady herself^appear- 
ing to answer the summons, Laura de- 
^ sired that she might not be any longer 
delayed. 

'* No, Maan>, to be sure," said the 
woman: '* the ostler is now putting to — 
the horses have been waiting ever since 
the chaise came up; but he says he had 
orders not to bring therii out till your 
Ladyship sent word, or else it would 
certainly have been more convenient to 
us to have set you forward directly, for 
the poor creatures must be back, and 
ready to set out again by five this after- 
noon." 

** This is entirely a mistake,'^ returned 
Laura, shocked at the implication that 
might have been put upon these imagi- 
nary orders: *^ on the contrary, I wish 
most earnestly to be in town, and \Vsls 
chagrined to hear, on my first arrival 
here, that I must be detained." 

'' I don't know, Ma'am," said the 
landlady, who now began to suspect hovv 
the'mistake originated: /* I Jiope it will 
not be any hindrance. . I suppose that 

stupid 
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stupid fellow did not rightly understand 
what your Ladyship wanted — I'm sure he 
told me just exact the contrary; for we 
had a gentleman here just now, hot five 
minutes back, as he served with the cattle 
you was to have had. — * Why,* says I, 
* there's the young lady waiting as came 
m my Lord's chaise,' meaning that your 
Ladyship should be served first. — * Oil,' 
says he, * the lady's in no such hurry ; I 
have my orders; the lady don't want to 
set oflF tUese two hours yetl'^ — So, Ma'am, 
I hope your Ladyship will not think it 
was negligence; for I'm sure nobody on 
the road can be prouder of my Lord 
Marquis's custom, nor more anxious to 
give satisfaction than I be. The gentle* 
man said himself he was in no such 
hurry, that five minutes* eould make a 
deference ; and then Jack Ostler said 
again you wasn't in any hurry at all, if 
it was an hour or two: so I think he had 
his orders from somebody, for he xv^ouldn't 
go for to say it of his own head— *and I 
hope the mistake won't be material incon- 
venient to your Ladyship.'' 

At 
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At this recital Laura was ready to sink 
with confusion and anguish, when she 
reflected th t St. Orme must have formed 
of her the most injurious opinion : — the 
voice of Biranly, as it approached her, 
gave her however returning strength and 
activity; and earnest to escape any fur- 
ther discussion with him, she quitted the 
room without noticing the obsequious 
apologies of the good woman, and was 
flying towards the carriage, when she en- 
countered him in the passage. 

Evidently chagrined at her celerity, be 
endeavoured -to detain her whilst he en- 
quired if he might have the satisfiiction 
of learning that she had safely reached 
town, by applying to Mrs. Hamilton. 

'* I know not if I shall remain in 
town a day," replied Laura, still ad- 
vancing. 

*^ Will you not then see Mrs/ Hamil- 
ton?" resumed he. 

** Certainly,'*' she returned; '* I 
should jconsider myself very unfortunate, 
were I not allowed to testify on every oc- 
casion the grateful attachment I expe- 
rience 
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rience for herr but you must suppose, 
Captain Biranly, that I am not under my 
own guidance.'* 

She had now readied the carriage, into 
which he assisted her; and Dolly having 
followed, she received the adieus of her 
parting escort, whose aspect betrayed 
how little pleased he wa? with the result 
of his expedition. 



CHAP. XII. 



A HE moment after the chaise was 
driven off, she impatiently opened the 
packet from St. Or me, and unconsciously 
letting* fall the letter of Mr. Aubrey, 
exanained the lines in the envelope, which 
intimated, that as the writer understood 
Miss Delaunie to be particularly engaged, 
he would not press to be admitted to her 
presence, but would entrust to the care 

of 
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of her woman a letter he was commis- 
sioned to deliver to her from their Adwau 
friend; which he was happy to have so 
fortunate an opportunity of passing into 
her hands ere she quitted the country. 

When Laura had for a considerable 

time contemplated these lines, she leaned 

her head against the side of the carriage, 

and, absorbed in a deep and painful 

reverie, reverted not to the letter alluded 

to, which by the motion of the chaise 

insinuated itself in a few minutes under 

the rug; unperceived by Dolly, who was 

sinking into a profound slumber, or by 

her thoughtful mistress, whose fixed eye 

and attitude denoted how intently her 

imagination was occupied. 

At the next stage, the stopping of the 
carriage awakened them both; and Laura 
having again read the billet of St. Orme, 
recollected that she had been unaccount- 
ably inattentive to the more important 
communication of Mr. Aubrey ; and 
having vainly sought for the missing 
letter, and enquired, with as little suc- 
cess, if her suivante had seen it, or could 



guess 



i 
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guess what had become of it, she felt 
much alarmed, and quitting the carriage, 
caused it to be searched. 

The packages of Mrs. Maunder, as 
well as the rug, M'ere removed by Wil- 
liam, but the letter was still invisible; 
and supposing it must have dropped from 
the carriage, she dispatched a man to 
examine the road for a mile or two back, 
in the feeble hope that it might not 'yet 
be -picked up by any traveller: but the 
messenger returned with the intelligence 
he was most likely to bring, that he had 
looked very carefully, both going and 
coming, but could not i\nd what he 
sought. 

Laura, extremely shocked and cha- 
grined at her inattention and unlucky 
absence of mind, was now compelled to 
proceed, agitated by an apprehension 
that Mr. Aubrey would be justly of- 
fended at her inconsiderate carelessness ; 
yet she was unable to form any reason- 
able excuse for it, that could be in any 
degree allied to the truth, which she had 

not 
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not however any intention of departing' 
from. 

Within ten miles of the metropolis, the 
carriage was stopped by a servant of the 
Marquis, who delivered to her a letter 
from his Lord; and when he had put it 
into her hand, he instructed the driver 
to proceed to — ^ Street, and stop at a 
house he indicated. 

Laura remarked this circumstance, and 
with trembling hands broke the seal of 
this new and unexpected mandate. 



** My dear Laura," wrote the 
Marquis, '^ you would not find Belling- 
ham House a pleasant residence at this 
moment, nor do I think it would be a 
proper one. 1 am compelled to le^ve 
town rather sooner than I had intended, 
and I must therefore inform you by 'this 
method, that I have with some difficulty 
procured you admittance in the esta- 
blishment of Mrs. Meedon, where you 

Vill 
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Will have an opportunity of associating 
uith girls of rank and fasbiooi and tm* 
bibing such sentiments and manners as I 
V ish you to be distinguished by. I fear 
it will be uncertain when I can'^agaiu see 
you ; but I am happy to have been ena-^ 
bled to give you this proof of my atten- 
tion to your future welfare. 

** Mrs. Meedon is prepared to receive 
you ta-day :— you will therefore proceed 
immediatelj^ thither; ^nd though you are 
dopbtless already well pleased with your 
removal from Adwan^ you will be still 
more so, when you have tasted all the 
agrimens of your new situation. 

^* You were riglit in informing me of 
the intrusion of that fellow Rotheuiere, 
as it is a connection that must be broken 
entirely ;— in this you judged very welh 

Adieu ! 

** Your's, 

*'Bellingham/' 



VOL. II. 



N 



Laura 
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Laura was mortifled and distressed at 
this sudden intimation of her resklencein 
a family to whom she was wholly un* 
known; and the perfect indifference of 
the -.Marquis thus perpetually confiroied, 
. was terrible to her. As she approached 
the metropolis her spirits sunk, and pale 
and dejected, she could scarcely answer 
the eager enquiries of Dolly as to her 
destination, who was' tolerably satisfied 
liowever, since she was to remain in Lon- 
don. 

When at length the chaise stopped 
before the door of a house wholly strange 
to her, Laura without a friend, or even a 
slight acquaintance to welcome her, cold, 
unhappy, and forlorn, numbed by her 
unaltered posture, and suffering, though 
unconsciously, from a want of refresh- 
ment, felt completely miserable. 

" I don't know what the inside way 
be,*' exclaimed Dolly, examining all that 
was visible of the mansion; *^ but Iain 
^ure the outside an*t no great matters!-^ 
and what a dull street tool— — Lauk, 
A '^ Miss 
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Miss Laura, I doubt I shan^ like this 
much^ now!*' 

The street-door was opened after .ati 
interval of some minutes^ in which Wil- 
liam had thundered at it more than onc6, 
and Laura, without even an introductory 
line, was compelled to enter the house, 
and present herself to the mistress of it; 
who did not however think it necessary 
to meet her unknown guest with any 
antediluvian civility, but heard her name 
announced with great coolness, and de- 
sired that she nvight be immediately con- 
ducted to her apartment, and informed 
of the general dinner hour : add hig, 
however, a short apology for not receiv- 
ing her personally, which was occasioned, 
she commanded the servant to say, by a 
particular engagement. 

Laura was not entirely displeased with 
this very easy mode of conduct, as it 
left her at liberty to indulge her sadness, 
and conceal the tears that, spite of her 

» 

eiFortSj stole inta her eyes. 

Her ba^agc was placed in the hall, 
where herself and her attendant wailed, 

N 2 until 
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until the servant of the hou§e called to a 
lad in d livery like his own, who re- 
ceived instructions from his senior to 
order a female domestic to condact the 
young lady up stairs. 

William applied to her in this interim, 
to learn if she had any command to Bel- 
lingham House, or any other commissioD 
for him; and she instinctively sought tor 
her purse: but the recollection of his 
evident connivance to .detain her on the 
road, for which he had certainly taken a 
bribe from Biranly, suddenly restrained 
her liberality, .and the fellow, in very 
perceptible disappointment, having re- 
ceived a negative to his enquiry, with- 
drew. 

At length a young woman, rathe; 
dirty' in her apparel, whieh had yet evi- 
dent pretensions to fashion and elegance 
in the form of it, appeared with chamber 
.lights, and Laura gladly followed her to 
an inconvenient apartment, consisting o^ 
a sleeping room of confined dimensions, 
and a small antichamber, in which she 
was however pleased to al)serv^ a Hre, 

Her 
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Her conductress then condescgndingly 
offered to escort Mrs. Maunder to the 
ladies' maids' sitting-room, or to the attic 
compartment destined to the honour of 
receiving her nocturnally ; and as her 
civility was accepted, Laura then found 
herself alone, and leaning her head 
against the chimney cornice, suffered her 
tears to gush out unchecked. 

The amiable and delicate kindness of 
Mr$. Aubrey rose to her view, in con- 
trast to her present receptiou in a house- 
hold wbe re she was to be toleirated for the 
pension she paid, and where, as the Mar- 
quis had informed her, he had found it 
difficult to procure her admittance. 

But these reflections were soon inter- 
rupted by a gentle tap at the door, which, 
after having hastily wiped her eyes, she 
opened; and a young 'person then entered 
the apartment, who made herself known 
as the daughtfer of Mrs. Meedon, by ex- 
pressing much regret that her mother had 
been so particularly engaged at the mo- 
ment of Miss 'Delaunie's arrival, as to 
have been compelled to appear so indif- 

N 3 ferentj 
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ferent to^it — ** I was in the adjoinmg 
house," added she; ** and the negligence 
of the servants have left me until this 
instant ini ignorance of what would cer- 
tainly have in>pelled my immediate at- 
tendance here. *' 

Laura could not at this moment speak, 
but she bowed to this compliment of her 
visitor, who, perceiving that she had 
been weeping, appeared much distressed : 
her countenance was gentle and interest- 
ing, and Laura was consoled to observe 
the apparent sweetness of disposition of 
the daughter, however ill she might 
augur from the conduct of the mother; 
and at length took courage to mention 
her fatigue and consequent disinclination 
to attend the dinner party that day. 

Miss*-Meed6n readily undertook to of- 
fer her excuses ; and after many little at- 
tentions, which spoke her desire of con- 
ciliating and soothing her new inmate, 
^she withdrew. 

.Laura now felt less sad and forlorn: 
she dwelt with considerable satisfaction 
upon the hope that she might %id Miss 

Meedott 
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Meedon a pleasing companion, and ber 
gan to think it possible that sh^ might 
likewise meet with other associates to 
supply in some degree those estimable 
ones she had left at Adwan. 

In about an hour Roily returned, aa- 
companied by a servant laden with a part 
of the luggage; and Laura could nqft 
avoid observing that the aspect of Mrs. 
Maunder was not iiidicative of great 
good humour: but she repressed her dis- 
content until her Lady and herself weri5 

*Af^ ^_^Afo onM \f then- burs^^ ^nrfh in n 
•rvr*^-«.»-— e^T/**/, «*«•*.*'•• ri*r**. tt!!-- ^^•..- — «— 

torrent of complaints, the various causes 
of which Laura was entirely unable to 
remedy. 

** What a department is this for you to 
be in, Ma'anl!" exclaimed she, in a cry- 
ing tone; ** and mine. Ma'am! — Lauk, 
if you could but see mine!— if you'll 
believe me, it's a hook of a garret, with 
four beds in it — and there an't room to 
swing a cat, much more for Christians, 
and six of us too to be stived up there! 
' Why,' says I to the young woman, 
* do you go for to think that I shall sleep 

N 4 here?'— 
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here?'—' Why,' says she, * indeed you 
must; if you wants to keep your place, 
you must put up with it; for if you com- 
plain never so much, we havn't another 
place to put you into. There^ is one of 
my fel to w-sar vents and me,' says she, 
• we pigs under the kitchen staircase, in 
a place that's worse nor the black home in 
cat-gutter!' — And there, Miss Laura, be- 
low ! — Oh you never was like to behold 
such distraction I There's thirteen young 
ladies here in thi^ bouse, and there^sjtheir 
thirteen /viw^^— waiting-maids they call 
'em in my country — all of *em fine ladies, 
and five of 'em has a footman^ a piece — 
" and then there's six sarvents belonging to 
the house, all higgledy piggledy together, 
without room to stir hand or foot ! And 
then the bells! — every, minute tingle, 
tingle, tingle goes a dozen of bells in 
their ears — then the women falls to <juar- 
relling^ and the men to swearing, before 
they can agree whose bells goes, or whose 
doesn't ! Tm sure. Miss Laura, I shall 
never know your bell, Ma*arn, though 
they have been telling me which it is, 

and 
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and ringing it in my ears, that I may 
know it again — I'm sure I must sit all clay 
long gaping at it, of else you will pull 
till you are tired! Well, Ma'am, and 
this fine crew makes nothing of me — 1, 
as have set down to table with their bet- 
ters at my Lord's — but there they just set 
still when I went in amongst 'em, as if I 
Imd been nobody! So one saucy young 
tTiinx says to atxother — * Well, Mrs. 
JBinckey, have you been in the Park to* 
day?' — * Yes,' says t'other, sitting with 
a fine pliss upon her back, and tossing 
herself about in her chair like a lady ; — 
* 1 went,' says she, * to be surej but it 
was too early, and the trumpery hadn't 
got home to their dinners: so I went on' 
to the gardens,* says she, * and by the 
time I came back, ^he company was 
more dessenter.' — So then she sets and 
stares at me, and falls to whispering and 
tittering — Invsurt half of 'em looks like 
misses of the town, instead of sarvents— 
neither better nor worse!" 

These lamentatipns of poor Dolly were 

uttered >vhilst she alternately arranged that 

; N 5 part 
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part of the luggage she had obtained pos- 
session of, snuffed the candles, and stir* 
red the fire; »ear which Laura sat with 
closed eyes, her hand supporting her ach- 
ing head, which the monotonous, yet 
complaining tones of Mrs. Maunder did 
not by any means relieve; and contrary 
to the intention of the aggrieved suwaniet 
she had not distinguished a syllable of Jier 
doleful tale, whilst Dolly piously thought 
she was lending, the most profound at- 
tention; and under the influence of so 
pleasant a deception, continued to dilate 
her narrative of grievances, and inter- 
larded it with all the gall her unworthy 
treatment created. 

At length Laura recollected the letter 
of Mts Aubrey to her husband, which 
had been committed to her care; and 
whilst. she wrote a few lines to the worthy 
man, expressive of her earnestness to see 
him, and giving «ome intimation of her 
present situation, she dqsired Dolly t^ 
enquire if a porter could be procured to 
take it to him : but Mrs. Maunder very 
shoitly returned with intelligeiace that 

neither 
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neither tlie man servant nor the lad had 
any time just now to receive her com- 
mands, but they wouli. speak to the 
errand-man belonging to the house, as 
soon as they could set eyes upon him. 
Laura was therefore compelled to defer 
sending the letter and her own billet, 
until the Mercury' in ordinary of the 
family should happen to make his appear* 
ance: en attendant^ as she reflected that 
she might possibly be expected to intro- 
duce herself to her new associates in the 
course of the evening, she required the 
assistance of Dolly to arrange her dress, 
which had not long been accomplished, 
when Mrs. Meedon entered her apart- 
ment, and having greeted hei* with cool 
]^olit«ness, .informed hei' that the ladies of 
her isociety might perhaps conceive thera- 
ielves offended if Miss Delaunie cdnti- 
liued her present sechision, and advised 
her to return with her to the drawing- 
rootn, and she would present her to those 
df her fair inmates who happened to be at 

home. 

N 6 . Lauja 
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Laura immediately declared her readi- 
ness to accorin^any her, and was con- 
ducted by the good lady through several 
passages, which from the steps in ascent 
and descent that intersected them, had 
evidently formed part of separated houses 
now thrown into one, for the accommo- 
dation of as .many independent or mo- 
therless young women of fortune as it 
, could in any manner contain. 

As Mrs. Meedon was directing the at- 
tention of Laura to one of these inequa- 
lities, not many paces froin the-drawing- 
room-door, and scarcely distinguishable, 
from being covered with a dark carpet- 
ing, the servants, who were taking in 
the tea equipage, had left the door un- 
closed, and a voice within- the apartment 
exclaimed — 

** I wonder if poor old Meedon will 
succeed in ferrettiug her out! I declare I 
fihall be quite chaginnee if she does not. — 
Ihave an engagement — three , indeed this 
evening, and I cannot go to either until I 
have seen her/' 

Laura 



"*L 
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Laura felt much disconcerted at this 
ilihutj^ which the lady of the house heard 
however with little apparent discompo- 
sure, and without hesitation instantly 
introduced her to the presence of the 
young woman, by whom she had herself 
been apostrophized in a manner so little 
respectful. In the drawiug-room Laura 
beheld only seven of her future asso* 
ciates; the six absentees, having less cu- 
riosity perhaps 'than the nymph with the 
three engagements, l?ad pursued their 
usual career, without casting away a 
thought upon a being who could neither 
chaperon i\\QiWi procure them tickets for 
private masquerades and fetes^ or allot 
them an occasional corner in a carriage 
to a public breakfast, ten miles oat of 
town, or to a grand review. 

The reception of Laura up stair* was 
very muqh in the style complained of by 
Dolly in the inferior part of the mansion: 
the young women present, two of whom 
were she found, by the title they were 
addressed by, the daughters of Earls at 
least, Laura might have thought, bad 

she 
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she heard the descriptive eloquence of 
Mrs. Maunder, were either modelling 
themselves after their own attendants, or 
were otherwise very successfully and hap* 
pily doubled by them. 
• A few minutes after her entrance, they 
proceeded to enquire of each other if 
such and such a young man had been 
seen that morning, particularizing each 
declared favourite, either simply by his 
fiimily appellation, or prefixing a familiar 
diminutive of the first name; and when 
the chair of one of these dashing misses 
was announced/ another of the party 
conjured her in a tender accent to inform 
Virrisistibk that she was dying with a 
inigraine, and feared that it would detain 
her at home the next mojning. 

Still; however, the countenance of 
poor old Meedon remained placid and un- 
I'lrffled : her daughter, whom the party 
invariably distinguished by the name of 
Fanny, was stationed at the tea-table, 
from whence she very patiently distri- - 
buted to each Avhat their caprice required; 
yet they chose to amuse themselves with 

protesting 
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protesting that she was now thinking so 
much of her future hymeneal happiness 
with old Bradshaw, that she did not 
know what she was doings and insisted 
lipon sending coffee to Lady Augusta, 
who ainnkost fainted at the sight of it, and 
green tea to Miss Daventree, who was 
suffering under a nervous affection. 

This persecution, which was masked 
under a slender appearance of ease and 
good-humour, Miss Meedon endured with 
fortitude; though she sickened at the 
nan^e of her supposed admirer, a decrc* 
pid and disgusting old miser, whom thes6 
obliging young ladies recommended to 
her acceptance, because she was destitute 
of the advantages of rank and fortune- 
advantages which they well knew gave 
charms where Nature had denied them^ 
and heightened those she really had be- 
stowed. They had indeed privately agreed 
that poor Fanny, though her features and 
complexion were very passable, had an 
air so roturiere^ and a iournure so much 
of the common stamp, that it was im- 
possible she could ever procure an est^ 

blishment 
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blishment that was decent; so that when 
any very deformed or disagreeable man, 
possessing a coinpeteoce, happened to.be 
mentioned, the general exclamation was— 
•* I whh he would marry poor Fanny 
Mcedon!" 

Laura was disgusted at the unfeeling 
apathy of the mother, who permitted an 
impertinence almost amounting to insult, 
without appearing sensible of it, orcheck- 
ipg^it by the slightest effort: on the con- 
trany, it was precisely the young woman 
who exhibited the greatest .share of con- 
tempt and perverseness, to whom she di- 
rected the largest portion of flattery ra- 
ther grossly administered, arid a certain 
deference of sentiment and opinion her 
own years and matronly character should 
have exacted. 

Laura now comprehended that the idol 
to whom Mrs. Meedon bent, was interest; 
and very clearly discerned her own insig- 
nificance by the slender share of atten- 
tion she obtained. . 

The number of unhappy damsels who 
were^n this evening compelled to remain 

at 
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at home, m'rs soqn reduced to four; and 
after some wearying and languid conver- 
sation, in which they exhausted however 
several scaildalous topics, they jesorted 
to cards, to relieve their ennui, kindly 
including poor old Meedon in the party, 
to which they likewise invited Laura, 
who was unwilling to decline this first, 
overture to an amicable intercourse, and 
submitted to be sufficiently instructed to 
commence a novitiate, in which she lost 
between three and four guineas, though, 
unlike her companions, she positively re- 
fused to bet 

Mrs. Meedon, who was far from dis- 
suading the younger part of the set from 
hazarding slakes of comparative magni* 
tude, was a much more considerable 
loser; whilst poor Fanny sat netting at a 
corner of the table, with an air of me- 
lancholy resignation, sighing at inter- 
vals either at the indiscretion of her 
mother, or some other cause unguessed 
by Lj\ura, whose stealing glances some- 
times n\ct hers; but the looks of Miss 
JNIeedon were then instantly directed 

another 
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another way, as if she was fearful of in- 
curring the attention she had so little 
reason to be pleased with, from the rest 
of the party. 



CHAR xm. 



V-/N the following morning, the mo- 
ment Laura could escape frdm the break* 
fast table, which was not attended by 
riiore than four of the youthful society 
of Mrs. Meedon's mansion, she occupied 
herself in addressing by letter her Adwaii 
friends. She had originally designed to 
delay this task, at once painful and 
pleasing;^ until she had received the visit 
shQ had flattered herself with obtaining 
from Mr. Aubrey ; but the man who had 
taken the packet to his lodgings an hoiu* 
back^ had returned with intelligence that 

he 
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he had accompanied a gentleman some 
way out of town the day before, and 
it was uncertain when he would return : 
but as he had not given up the apart- 
ments he occupied, the people had takea 

in the letter. 

* 

Laura experienced a double inquietude 
on hearing this unpropitious circum- 
stance: she had particularly wished to 
see Mr. Aubrey, in the idea of better 
explaining in person the accident she so 
severely regretted, and hoping that he 
would renew to her any instructions, or 
any intimation from Lord John, which 
she iiad thus lost. She was uncertain too, 
if Lord John were apprized of her re- 
moval, and thought she ought to make 
it formally knoM'n to him, at the same 
time that she feared such an annunciation 
might be thought by him impertinent 
and presuming, and perhaps betray to 
him a negligence, that from his severe 
Lordship she earnestly wished to con- 
ceal. 

To Mrs. Aubrey, therefore, she wished 
to make an immediate confession of her 

unaccount- 



S84 THE WIFE AND 

unaccountable carelessness ; but it re- 
quired some consideration to explain how 
it was possible for the letter to disappear, 
since she herself could not distinctly or 
satisfactorily recolle(5t how the circum* 
stance had happened, and >ras com- 
pletely perplexed to assign any reason for 
an absence of mind so perfect, as to cau3e 
her to disregard for a moment any com- 
munication from Mr, Aubrey. 

At length, after many efforts to recall 
to her own mind hoV the accident did 
occur, or how it had probably occurred, 
she fopnd herself compelled to state it, 
without any attempt at explanation ; and 
entreated that Mrs. Aubrey \vould have 
the kindness tq inform her if her hus- 
band meant to return to town shortly, or 
if she must be contented to receive the 
forgiveness she solicited from, him, from 
Ad wan. 

• The letter to Miss St Orme required 
almost equal consideration, and w^s be- 
gun and laid aside a dozen times ; for 
she wished through Caroline to insinuate 
to St, Orme that the attendance of 

Captaia 
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Captain Biranly M'as equally unexpected 
an-d unwelcome to her; and by complain- 
ing of the artifice lu which the servant 
of the Marquis was so evidently an ac- 
cessary, convey to the ear of the brother 
an exculpation she most earnestly desired 
that he should lijsten to^ and believe. But 
in thus endeavouring to vindicate hersdf, 
Laura now thought her narrative too la- 
boured and circumstantial ; then impa* 
tlently tore the succeeding effort of her 
pen, because it appeared to her that her 
disapprobation of the officious gaflantiy 
she had experienced, was so faintly ex- 
pressed, that it might seem disputable. 

In fine, she employed so many hours in 
the composition of these letters, neither 
of which by any means pleased her, after 
the infinite trouble she had taken, that 
ere they were entirely concluded, Dolly 
entered the apartment, to assist in chang- 
ing her dress for dinner; she was then 
compelled to seail , them without further 
alteration, and deliver them to the care 
of her suivante, who received a strict and 

repeated 
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repeated charge to send them by the p<Mt 

" of that afternoon. 

Lai&ra then prepared to meet again the 
dissipated setj whose sentiments and man- 
ners the Marquis with so much judgment 
and parental tenderness wished her to im- 
bibe. 

The party was now much increased; 
but she beheld not one countenance she 
could entirely approve, though more than 
one met her eye that for beauty might 
have been strictly scrutinized. From her 
they appeared to withdraw in haughty re- 
serve, and only one of the circle thought 
proper to address any conversation to her; 
which M as precisely the kind girl who had 
so far instructed her on the preceding 
evening,^ as to enable her companions to 

s take a few guineas from her, without any 
flagrant breach of decorum. 

In the evening the number again dimi- 
nished, and those who remained, had re- 
course as usual to the eard-table, to 
which Laura was a second time invited; 
but she firmly declined tbe honour they 

wouW 



vould bave so generously conferred, and 
Fanny Meedon, observing that from thU 
moment she was inhospitably neglected, 
silently retired; Sind returning in a fev 
.minutes, informed Laura in ^ whisper, 
tbat if she preferred withdrawing to th« 
music-room, she would conduct her thi* 
ther> as she had ordered the fire to be 
rekindled. 

This invitation was gladly complied 
with, and, in a rational conversation with 
this young woman, Laura judged that 
she possessed much good sense, and still 
more sweetness of disposition. 

Adverting to the occupation of those 

she had quitted, she could not fail to re* 

collect that her mother headed the group 

of youthful gamblers, the conduct of 

Laura had tacitly censured ; and she 

hinted to her that Mrs. Meedon was 

compelled to be of the party, both to 

preserve the peace between herself and 

her fair associates, and likewise to check, 

m Some degree, the emulative zeal of the 

adventurers, who had sometimes lost in 

cue 
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one evening the appointments of a miisic 
or singing master for several months. 

Laura could not seem to doubt the pro- 
priety of Mrs. Meedon's conduct, thus 
duteously coloured by her daughter, from 
whom she was compelled to separate be- 
fore the card- party broke up; because, 
though poor Fanny intimated that she 
wished to shew her every attention in her 
po\\'er, any observed or. particular appear- 
ance of preference would subject her to 
increased rtdicule and mortification. 

Before they returned to the drawing- 
room, however, she mentioned to Laura 
that the carriage for the use of the ladies 
was generally at the door at one o'clock; 
and if it should be fully occupied the 
next day, f.he might probably get herself 
a place in it the day following, and be 
conducted to any of her friends who 
might reside within the round her senior 
companions happened to fix upon. 

'Laura thanked her, for this considerate 

information, which she mc?ant to take 

sjltivaptage of to sec Mrs. ilamilton, the 

first 
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first opportunity that might be permitted 
her. 

It was near two in the morning before 
the family in general retired to bed, and 
from tliat hour till about five or six 
Laura found her rest, as on the preceding 
night, broken every ten minutes by the 
return of some one of the absent party, 
who were entirely careless of t^he peace 
and repose of their fellow- in mates, and 
encouraged a very liberal use of the bell 
and the knocker, until t^Jeir drowsy ser- 
vants could prevail upon themselves to 
open the street-door. 

Notwithstanding that the general 
breakfast hour was, in consequence of 
this nightly disturbance, extremely lat^, 
not more than a fourth of this motley 
family usually attended it On the se- 
cond morning after the domestication of 
Laura, the dejemie party she. met con- 
sisted of xh^ nervous Miss Daventree, 
who, being a provincial girl, and not 
long arrived, had not yet fixed upon any 
better method of distinguishing herself 
than by proclaimed ill health— two sisters 

VOL. lU O of 
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of the name of Embleton, who, on the 
contrary, seized every opportunity fashion 
BO pleasantly allowed them of evidencing 
to all mankind the hardiness of consti- 
tution neither midnight vigils nor the ill- 
element atmosphere of an English winter 
roughly visiting their half-naked limb 
could subdue — and lastly, Lady Maiv 
Mornay, tjie motherless daughter of a 
very profligate Peer, who chusing to in- 
troduce into his own mansions very im- 
proper female companions for his daugh- 
ter, from a remaining sense of decency 
removed her to a residence less exception- 
able than either of his own. 

Miss Meedon again prepared and dis- 
tributed the tea and coifee; and at every 
interval th^ sisters and Lady Mary 
amused themselves with some of the 
daily prints that formed a necessary ap 
pendage to their breakfast equipage. 

'* My dear friend Matilda," said Miss 
Daventree, addressing the younger Em- 
bleton iti a dolorous tone, *' what is there 
in the column of anecdotes?'* 



\ 
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'* Oh nothing in the least interesting," 
rephcd the dear friend, ** for these stupid 
creatures, instead of writing about people 
one knows, are directing all their sar- 
casms and jetLV d'tsprit against each 
other ! as if one cared a feather who 
gave the first or best political intelligence! 
I am sure all I regard is private intelli- 
gence; and if people would but agree, to 
subscribe to pay any damages they might 
incur, they might make out a great deal 
more anecdote, M'ithoilt tormenting 
themselves with impertinent prosecu- 
tions.** 

** We have not had a criiw. con. case 
for this month past," exclaihied Lady 
Mary : ** how insufferably dull people 
are!" 

*' It-is confideptly stated," read Miss 
Embleton, in a hurried and exulting ac- 
cent, *' that the Marquis of B -^ lias 

avenged hiuisflf for a late cekbiated elppe- 
* ment, by retiring to some far (iistartt land 
Aviih Lady H C . This conso- 
latory contre-projet appears to have been 
some time in agitation ; but whither this 

o 2 - pair 
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pair of doubly-fettered inamdratl have di- 
rected their flight is not entirely known: 
the noble lover is merely attended by on« 
confidential servant, and the lady by a 
veteran femme-de-ckambre of tried fide- 
lity. The time of their departure, which 
was rather precipitate, is ascertained to 
have been on the morning of last Thurs- 
day." 

*^ And to-day is Saturday^" said Lady 
Mary. ** I saw the Marquis of Borling- 
ton in the Park yesterday — it cannot be 
him ! and besides, he is attached to Mrs. 
Denton r 

' Laura now felt a deadly sickness steal 
over her, and hastily rising, left the 
room; but she M^as compelled to lean 
against tKe side of the passage for sup- 
port, the moment she had shut" the door; 
and before she could -further retreat, a 
sound of merriment reached her ear from 
the party she had quitted, of which she 
could not entertain .a. doubt but tbat she 
was the subject. This conviction gave 
her a momentary strength, and she pf^* 
ceedcd with trembling swiftness to her 

own 
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own apartfnent, where she terrified Dolly 
by the ghastly paleness of her aspect 

*' Good God! Miss Laura, . Ma'ani> 
what's the matter?" exclq^imed she. 

** I am iU," returned her young I-ady* 
whose distress increased on finding tliat it 
must be witnessed. 

** God forgive me!" resumed Dolly, 
offering her a glass of water, ** I'll he 
hanged if those fine quality Madams 
havn't been nagging at you already ! 
You'll have no peace in this bouse» 
Ma'^am, as- the men below says — you are 
too handsome; yon clips 'em all, and so I 
says! — but you'll not be likedr the better 
for that— there's Mids Erableton— what's 
she? no beauty^ I'H be sworn,, whatever 
she thinks of the matter!— —Lord, Miss> 
Laura! don't take on so~you makes me 
cry too! — and those grand ladips, Lords* 
slaughters ! what of that, Ma'am, you're 
a Lord s daughter too, an't you ?" 

. ** I would to _ Heaven, " ejaculated 
Laura, with clasped bands, ** that I had 
been the child 'of a poor labourer!— ^tbe^ 
daiightef of the meanest hoveller that 

• o 3 ever 
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ever shrunk from cold and hunger, and 
I might have been contented and happy V 

** No, come. Miss Laura, it isn't so 
bad as that neither, Ma am! — a Lord is 
a Lord howsever, let him be what he will 
else that an't quite so clever; so never 
mind, Ma'am! Lauk, I wouldn't vex 
and fret — I'd let 'em know — — '• 

** Can you inform me^" interrupted 
Laura earnestly— -then checking her- 
self, '* yet no," slie resumed, ** it is not 
possible you should " 

" Of what,. Ma'am? I'll lay my life I 
•can tell you!" said the suivante, in a 
zealous tone. 

** Do you know if Lord John Traherne 
is in town?" asked h'er young Lady. 

*'Wby no, Miss Laura, I can't say 
that 1 know that there; but I dare say 
any thing else you can think <)f to ax 
me T, 

Dolly was at this nioment checked in 
her supposition by. a tap at the door, and 
Miss Meedon entered with an anxious 

countenance. 

* 'Pardon 
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^' Pardon me," said she, advancing to 
Laura, ** I wa» uncertain if your attend'- 
ant was here; and I feared you were in* 
disposed 1" 

Laura desired Mrs. Maunder to with- 
draw ; and taking, the hand of her friendly 
visitor^ — 

** Ah, Miss Meedon!" she exclaimed, 
*^ you can guess, I have toa much reason 
to apprehend, the source of the emotion 
that obliged me to retire so abruptly ! 
Tell me — you are so considerate and so 
kind, that I can ask you — do you think 
tl?at cruel sentence alluded to Lord Bel- 
linghanx? and if it did, toust I retain, 
the dread I feel, lest it should be true?'' 
'* There is little credit to be given to 
such vague reports," replied the good- 
humoured Fanny: ** console yourself,, 
dear Miss Delauuie; they are sometime^, 
wholly without foundation, and often, 
much misrepresented. Do you wish," 
she added, ** to send to any friend?" 

Laura declared her earnest inclinatioa 
to see Mrs. Hamilton; and Miss Meedoa 
advising her to take a chair, told her she. 

e 4 would. 
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\rould iTwmecRately encleavour to secure a 
servant to attend her; which in a few 
minutes she returned to say she had sue* ! 
cceded in. . 

Laara^ delighted to escape the misery of 
imfeelrng companions, which she would 
have been very certain of meeting in the 
coach, equipped herself with alacrity, 
and in half an hour found herself in the 
bouse of Mrs. Hamilton, who was fortu* 
natety at home, and alone. By her she 
was received with kindness, and regarded 
with interest: but Mrs, Hamilton heard 
her relation of the event that so much 
distressed her, with silent gravity, and 
did not aflFord her so much encourage- 
ment to discredit the report as poor Fanny 
Meedon : she acknowledged that she had 
that morning read the paragraph alluded 

to, and feared the intelligence was not 
entirely untrue. 

** If the fact, should be thus," said 
Mrs. Hamilton, ** if the Marquis, Avho is 
no longer a young man, should havfe been 
so unpardonably inconsiderate, why, my 
dear Laura^ should you allow yourself 

to 



to be thus affected ? The bonds of 
nature are indissoluble, it is true; but 
the. ties of esteem and affection should 
depend upon merit and virtue, and ought 
therefore to be controulable : when these 
are weakened by repeated shocks, the 
power of an unworthy object to inflict 
mortification and anguish is proportion* 
ably lessened. / have found ifso, at 
least; and I cin now hear with compo?* 
sure and resignation instances in my own 
family of ol^stinate folly and headstrong 
imprudence; because I am but top cer-^ 
tain that, were my latest breath to be ' 
spent in representation and entreaty, it 
would £Lvail as little, and be considered 
with the same attention* as the buzzing of 
a summer fly. 

** Yeu have beheld lately, my dear 
Laura, perilous examples.— to you they 
have not fortunately appeared alluring,, 
but disgustful. You have too witnessed 
an amiable example of a contrary nature : 
in making an election of' your model, I 
am convinced your good sense and judg- 
ment will lead you to discriminate rightly,. 

oS aiid 
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^nd then you will have the power of sup- 
plying that deficiency of friends which 
vicious dissipation may have deprived 
you of^ by others which the attraction of 
your own merit will create to you." 

The entrance of Mr. Hamilton now 
interrupted the lecture of his Lady: he 
advanced to Laura with an unusual coai- 
placency of aspect; for he seldom indeed 
exhibited any, but cased his sentiments 
and feelings in a grave reserve, originating 
perhaps in nature, and strengthened by 
habit; but his heart was kind and hu- 
mane. 

Having learned her new residence, he 
would not quit the rooip without second- 
ing very earnestly the request of Mrs. 
Hamilton, that she would remain through- 
put the day with them; a request Laura 
very gratefully acceded to, and having 
dismissed the servant of Mrs. Meedon. 
she prepared to enjoy a few peaceful 
hours. 

As they sat after dinner, Mr, Hamil- 
ton enquired by what particular accident 
his mad brother-in-law had contrived to 

procure 
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procure his broken limb; and- when 
JLaura, softening the account of his fran- 
tic folly, slightly mentioned the circumr 
stance required of her, he shook his head 
expressively, and dropp^ed the subject, 

A little before eleven in the evenins the 
carriage, or the Meedon caravan,- as it 
was generally termed in the fashionable 
drive, where it paraded very frequently — 
the Meedon caravan called for Laura;, an 
attention she readily imagined to proceed 
from Fanny. Could she, however, 'have 
divined, the consequence of accepting a 
seat* in it, she might probably at this 
juncture have declined an honour, the 
immediate price of which was a very te-; 
dious attendance at the door of the Ho- 
nourable Mrs. Bcrgarde, at whose assem- 
bly was .Lady Mary Mornay, her fair 
C(iusin, who entered the carriage with a. 
very slight apology for having suffered. 

Laura to wait so long.. 

« 

The coachman now. galloped off to the 
Opera House, where he was to pick up 
the gentle En)bletons; but the obstacles. 
to his near appioach were so numerous, 

06 that 
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that he could not, with every varied 
effort of lashing and swearing, overcome 
them. 

Laura was very much alarmed on find- 
ing herself in the midst of a concourse 
of carriages, driving furiously forward, 
crossing amidst the execrations of sur- 
rounding whips, or backing against each 
other, spite of the most violent remon- 
strances. She beheld the pole of a cha- 
riot almost in contact with the window 
near whiph she sat, and with consider- 
able presence of mind let down the glass 
at the moment it was dashing against it, 
whilst the foam of the horses, goaded, 
checked, and irritated, flew over her 
cheek. 

Lady Mary screamed •violently, and 
seizing the arm of Laura, exclaimed — 

'* We shall be killed! we shall be 
killed !" and when the danger appeared a 
little to subside, she soothed her terrors, 
by raving at the impertinence of tha 
servants, iii not taking her home before 
they proceeded to the Haymarket; for- 
'getting, or chusing to forget, that she 

was 
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was herself the occasion of the oifence, 
by detaining them until it was too late to 
have clone so, without entirely neglecting 
her friends, the Emblelons. 

In afexv minutes the tumivlt' redoubled: 
an ungovernable pair of horses spread 
confusion and terror around them ; their 
driver was thrown from his seat, and the 
carriage to which they belonged, Avas en- 
tirely demolished. 

** Will no one take me from this dread- 
ful place?" cried Lady Mary: *M shall 
be killed— I shall be killed !" 

' *' Take courage," said Laura, who 
feared she would faint; ^^ I hope we shall 
soon, be disengaged." ^ 

As;Bhe spoke, a pole was driven through • 
one oi the side panels with a dreadful 
crash, and Lady Mary the next mo- 
ment, in a tone half joyful and half- sup- 
plicating, ejaculated — " My father! Ob 
my father!" 

The person she thus addresdhd^ was in 

the carriage from which the injury had^ 

been received, and was indeed her fathe*,^ 

the Earl of Glendarvon, who called to 

5 his 
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his servants to succour if possible bis un- 
protected daughter, now fainting in the 1 
arms of her trembh'ng companion. 

But it was some time ere this command 
could be obeyed ; though at length I-iaura 
and herself were taken from the shattered 
caravan of poor old Meedoii, and con- 
veyed to a shop that was still open, where 
Lord Glendaivon procured, assistance for 
Lady Mary, and offered restoratives . to 
her young associate, whom he had already 
discovered to be a very lovely girl. 

Laura declared, however, that she did 
not require any, and assiduously em- 
ployed herself in aiding the recovery of 
the greater sufferer, who in a few mir 
nutes revived, and sopn regained her re- 
collection. 

** Mary," said her father, ** you are 
extremely indebted to your charming, 
friend for the tender attentions she has 
honoured you with; and I wish you to 
add your acknowledgments to those I am 
anxious to offer to this fair ministerinff 



angel." 



li 
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** How was I saved, papa?" demanded 
Lady Mary. *' I thought I must have ^ 
been killed!" 

'* This young lady supported you," re- 
plied her father, t* ami very nuich as* ' 
sisted in extricating you, senseless as you. 
were, from your perilous situation." 

*■* Dear Miss Delaunie," cried she, **I 

am sure I am very much obliged to you:. 

I told the Embletons this morning that I 

was certain you were very good-natured!" 

Laura, on hearing the name of the, 

sisters, recollected that their situation 

might at that moment perhaps be very 

embarrassing, and enquired of Lady 

Mary what could be done to assist them^ 

** Indeed I dp not know," replied 

their dear friend and approved intimate.; 

** John must procure them chairs, I 

suppose. I am sure they cannot be in a. 

more shocking situation than they chose 

to place me in; and I really think it was 

very impertinent to expect me to waitfojr 

them at the Opera-house door!" 

Lord Glendarvon did not express. any 
indignation at the circumstance, but 

calmly 
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calmly sent one of his own servants with 
that of Mrs. Meedon, to attgid .the of- 
fenders, whilst he accompanied Lady 
Mary ^nd her companion -to their dwell- 
ing. In the carriage he again uttered 2 
warm eulogium upon the efforts of Laura 
to assist his daughter; and thus strongly 
reminded, Lady Mary, who had often 
occasion to recur to the liberality of her 
father, took the hand of Laura, and 
protested that from that moment she 
should be her dearest friend, and she 
would love her belter tlian any body in 
the world, papa excepted : and though 
Laura declared she had no claim to tlji> 
threatened attachment, yet, as it ap«- 
peared to please Lord Glendarvon, Lady 
Mary persisted in her intention. 

He was prevented by aa indispensable 
engagement from accompanying the new 
friends to the drawing-room of Mrs* 
Meedon; and, lamenting that he was 
compelled to pass the next day a few 
miles out of town, he told his daughter 
that he should immediately on his re- 
turn inform himself how far her fair con> 

panioQ 
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pan ion and herself were recovered from 
the terror of their adventure. 

Laura, who had found the excessive 
acknawledgments both of Xhe father and 
daughter much more distressing than gra- 
tifying, suffered Lady Mary to have the 
pleasure of relating her distresses ^vithout 
any assistance; and pleading a violent 
head -ache, which M'as indeed true, she 
immediately retired to her apartment, and 
to hw repose. - ^ 



CHAR XIV. 

V 

N 

JDY the Cime Dolly attended her young 
Lady the next morning, she had learned 
by report, which in the household of 
Mrs, Meedon had a very rapid pircala- 
tion, of the disaster of ^ the preceding 
evening, and very earnestly congratu- 
lated her that she had not been killed. 

. ' **Why> 



'. • 
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* ' Why, JMa'am, we M^as both* in bad 
luck yesterday," added Mrs. Maunder v 
*' for I only went out after you was gone, 
to buy some threads and tapes, and other 
odd matters, and while I was away, who* 
should come and see me but Willian>; but 
' lie nevej sot down, nor waited, nor no- 
thing, to see if I was coming back, which 
they told him I was, and only axed the 
question, and when John said I was not 
at home, off he sot; but he said^he be- 
lieved he should call again this morning; 
so, JVIaam, if yau've any thing yoa 
-wants to know, why tell n^e, you see,, 
and ril pump it out of him." 

Laura not /entirely approving of this- 
mode of gaining intelUgencjP, merely de- 
sired her to enquire if Lord John Tra- 
heme were in town, and if Lady Emily 
and her brother were at Bellingham 
House, and in health; which was very 
readily promised, and Dolly promised 
herself at the same time that she would 
advance a few more enquiries for her owa 
private satisfaction. 

About 
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About one o'clock Laura returned to 
her apartment, expecting and dreading 
tJje communication of her attendant, it^ 
as she supposed, she had seen William; 
and a few minutes after, Dolly followed 
her with a face of consternation and a 
confusion of manner her. young Lady 
was not slow in remarking. In contra- 
diction to her usual' custom, she did not 
appear in haste to impart what she had 
learned, uutil Laura, in a trembling 
voice, asked her if William had not 
called. 

** Called, Miss Laura! yes, Ma'am^ 
he called to be sure!'* replied Dolly,. 
taking up two or three things succes- 
sively, and laying them as quickly down 
again* 

** What did he say to you?" demanded 
Laura, unable to check the emotion that 
prompted the question. 

** Why, Ma'am, I don't* know, not 
I," returned she: ** I'm sure I'm so flusr 
tered, 1 don't know what I'm about!" 
** I conjure you to tell me!" exclaimed 

Laurai 
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Laura: *' perhaps I guess the worst — 
pray inform me !'* 

*'-Why, Ma'am, he says but, Iauk> 

he can't tell, you know, for sartain — it's 
only what he hears folks sayl" 

** What is it?" asked Laura, with a 
colourless aspect. 

•* Why they say, Ma'am, that Lady 
Harriet Ciinton, hke a good-for-nothing 
, devil as she is — God forgive me ! ha^ 
•ticed away my Lord MarquU to foreigft 
parts; and he's wrote to old Lord John, 
that he'll never come again— and, Vhat'» 
more, he intends to stick to his ward, 
for he's sold all he can,, they say," and 
tQokt up money upon hisr laiKls, or off 
his lands, or somewhat." 

**' Never return !". exclaimed Laura. 

** I hoje it an't true, Miss I^aura — I 

hope so but come what will. Til never 

leave you, Ma'am, whiles you shall say— 
* Dolly, stfiy with me!'— I've tended 
you, Miss Laura, when you was a young 
thing, not higher than that — and I'll 
tend you yet, come what will!** 

• <^ Not 
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^* Not return !" repeated she. — ** Dollj'^, 
I thank ydu for this proof of your at- 
tachment to me— —good Heaven i never 
return I Where does Lord John reside in 
town?" 

*^ William says, Ma'am, in Cumber- 
land Street — here, Ma'am, I got Mr. 
Oeorge, Lady Augusta's man, to write it 
<lo\vn/' 

I^ura now thought that Mr. Aubrey 
had intimated something of this impend- 
ing storm in the missing letter; and per- 
haps conveyed to her instructions and 
advice from Lord John. Painfully agi- 
tated by this idea, she begged of Dolly 
to go herself to the lodgings of Mr. 
Aitbrey, and enquire if he had, been 
there, or was still expected to return. 
— ** If he is not there," addedshe, ** and 
the Jetter whijch I was commissioned to 
deliver to him from Mrs. Aubrey should 
still remain at the place, I must entreat 
you to proceed to Cumberland Street — 
perhaps he may be at the house of Lord 
John, or the servants there may accident- 
ally know where I can address him." 

She 
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She til en gave Dolly money to talce a 
liack, both for convenience and expedi- 
tion, and hastened her away. 

Until her return, as she was too much 
discomposed to rejoin the fair spciety, she 
sat alone: but her solitude was shortly in- 
terrupted by a kind visit from Miss-Mee- 
don, who having mentioned her regret 
that her .officiousness should have sub- 
jected her to such an unpleasant adven- 
ture as she had encountered the preced- 
ing evening, and having informed her- 
self if she, could perform any little of- 
fice of attention, M'as then compelled to 
leave her; and very soon after her de- 
parture, the new friend of Laura, Lady- 
Mary JMornay, sent to beg admittance 
for five minutes; a request she could not 
refuse, but which she very reluctantly 
granted. 

Lady Mary met her with the most con- 
descending expressions of attachment and 
gratitude, to which Laura replied with as 
much composure of mind aud as much 
complacency as she could assume : and 
her gentle associate having nothing better 

to 
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to do until she was called to accompany 
three or four of the party to the Park, 
•continued to torment her with demon- 
strations of friendship which she could 
not return, and professions equally insin- 
cere, until "Mrs. Mauncfer made her ap- 
pear aiice. 

The impatience of Laura could not 
then be longer controuled; and taking 
DoUv into the next room, she demanded 
if she had heard of Mr. Aubrey. 

** Lauk, yes, Ma'am!" replied the 
suiviuiie : ** I . see the housekeeper at 
Lord John's — for they had not seen him 
at t'other place—and when I told her who 
I came from, she 'said Mr. Aubrey had 
«ot off with her Lord, to go after the 
Marquis, this blessed morning She said 
her Lord and Mr. Aubrey went the day 
afore yesterda\' to see^ Lady Ik'tty, her 
Lord's sister — so whiles they was there, an 
old sarvant who had lived wit!i the Mar- 
quis's father, he went after 'em, and told 
Mr. Aubrey somewhat that he had picked 
up, she said, and so her Lord and him 
went, late as it was, farther on, to the 

Marquis's 
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Marquis's wiHer: but his Lordship wasn't 
there ; so they coined back at two o'clock 
yesterday morning; and then her Lord, 
poor old gentleman! wanted to set off 
directly after the Marquis, for the credit 
of the family, to persuade him to come 
back; but Mr. Aubrey made hira stay, 
to try to find out where my Lord was 
gone to, before they sot off harum sea- 
rum; and meanwhiles there comes a letter 
from thcf Marquis; so they went at five 
this m.orning. She says, Ma am, her 
poor old Lord an't slept a wink, she 
knows, sin he heard that twinkling of the 
matter from old MiittlVew, an4 an't eat a, 
bit scarce — and she thinks what with that, 
and scurrying about in^ such a fashion, 
Mhich, poor old gentleman! he an't a«bit 
used to, that it will be the death on him!" 
After receiving intelligence so painful, 
Laura M'as compelled to return to her 
young gdest; but as she found it impos- 
sible to rally her spirits in any degree. 
Lady Mary hinting that she M'as nut un- 
acquainted with the cause of her inquie- 
tude; endeavoui^d to persuade her that it 

. ought 
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ought to be a subject of perfect indiffer- 
en,ce to her : her argument was not, IioMii^ 
ever, quite similar to that of Mrs. HamiU 
ton, for she merely asserted that the con- 
duct of the Marquis was a very casual 
thinor, and nobodv could think anv thing: 
of it : * * and as for Lady Bellinghani, " add- 
ed the consoler, ** she will of course marry 
Mr. Averne, after the divorce, and be vi- 
sited again, when she gives breakfasts and 

f&tes dear me, I am sure it would not 

chagrin me at all — it happens so often !'* 

Laura felt much relieved at her depart- 
ure, notwithstanding this kind atfempt to 
assuage her griefs; and now finding her- 
self really indisposed, and her fortitude at 
the lowest ebb, she obtained permission of 
Mrs. Me^don to seclude herself for the 
rest of the day, which she passed in the 
most mournful reflections, haunted by 
the images of Lord Bellingham's deserted 
children, now, by the absence of their 
father and uncle, entirely dependant upon 
the attention of wretches without prin- 
ciple or one humane affection, as their 
iionduct at Adwan had proved to her. 
VOL. II. p Earnestly 
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Earnestly wishing to see and embrace 
them, she dispatched Dolly the next 
morning to learn at Bellingham House if 
they were yet there, or at the villa of the 
Marquis near town; and Mrs. Maunder 
returned with information that the chil- 
dren had been sent to a place of Lord 
Bellingham on the Sussex coast, where he 
had desired they might remain until he 
wrotehisfurtherintentionsrespectingtheni. 

*' At Bellingham House, Ma*am," add- 
ed Dolly, *' there is nothing but confusion 
and rabble-rout, and noise and bawling — 
for people was taking down all the grand 
furniture and things, and carrying 'em 
away; and they says my Lord has sold it 
all — and the court was full of waggons, 
and carts, and porters, and polsterers— 
and, Ma'am " 

Laura was shocked; and not wishing to 
hear any more of a detail that produced 
60 many afflicting images, gently checked 
the volubility of her well-meaning at* 
tendant. 

The ardently expected replies of her 
Adwan friends she- yet more impatiently 

awaited, 
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awaited, when her tortured mind reverted 
to her prospects, and that she recollected 
that they were now the only beings in the 
island, Mrs. Hamilton excepted, who in- 
terested themselves in any degree in her 
welfare. The mortifications of her pre- 
sent situation were severely felt by her : 
surrounded as she was by a society haughty, 
capricious^ vain> and unreflecting, she 
could expect in it only inconvenience, 
misery, and irksome disgust. 

In the. height of her melancholy rumi* 
nations, Lady Mary entered, with the air 
of a most tender and intimate friend, and 
gently chiding her for indulging sensa- 
tions her affection condemned, insisted 
that her dear Laura (whose fifst name she 
had learned for the purpose of addressing 
her in an endearing manner), that her 
dear Laura should accompany her to the 
music;room, to dissipate by her charming 
presence the ennui of a visit from her sing- 
ing-master. 

Laura was unwilling to repay the ad- 
vances of this yjjung lady with a coldness 
that would be termed ingratitude, and 

p 2 might 
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might perhaps contribute, by the indig- 
nation it would excite, to render her 
present abode insupportable to her. She 
likewise felt that her. spirits sunk in pro* 
portion as she indulged her sadness; and 
experiencing too the necessity of discou- 
raging this depression, she complied with 
the invitation. 

In the music-room she beheld the &« 
\i^r pf Lady Mary conversing with a 
stranger, who wore an air of very visible 
consequence and conceit, took snuff with 
9^ foreign mien, and surveyed Laura with 
an impertinence that« added to her sur- 
prise at the unexpected ^appearance of 
Jjord Glendajvon, which Lady Mary had 
not thought proper to announce, brought 
a deeper blush into her cheek. 

Again this very grateful Nobleman ad- 
yerted to the animated sense he enter- 
tained of those well-timed attentions his 
daughter bad been the object of,* when 
he had encountered her on Saturday 
evening: he was charmed to observe, he 
^aid, that the terror of the. J racas iu 
which she had been engaged, had nut 

made 
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made any impression on the health of tha 
amiable Miss Delaunie; and was proceed* 
ing in the same complimentary style, 
when the stranger regarding his watch, 
started in affected surprise, exclaiming— 
*' Ah, Miledi, non posso resterpiii long 
tenis — sono stato qui, pr^squ'une heurel 
AUons, Miledi, une petite canzonetta.'* 
*^ Oh, I cannot sing this morning," re- 
turned Lady Mary; ** 1 have not a note 
iu my voice!" 

** Ah, Miledi," resumed Signore Can- 
tatore, with a yi/^e smile; **no^scuse — 
yau aye fine voce — bote dis Signora behs- 
sima will sing forse, for you?" 

This proposition was extremely ap- 
proved by Lord Glendarvon, but Laura 
declined it, not without some secret in- 
dignation at the freedom of manner with 
which it was made; and at length Lady 
Mary was persuaded to execute a duet 
with her instructor, in which he con- 
trived to throw so much sentiment, ogled^ 
grinned, languished, and acted the thea- 
trical lover with so impertinent a licence,, 
that Laura expected to behold every suc- 

p 3 cecding 
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ceeding minitte some very violent effect. 
of Lord Glendarvon's disapprobation: 
but, au confraire, he witnessed the senti- 
iTKatal contortions of the Signort Canta- 
tore with great composure, whenever lie 
could prevail upon himself to. turn his 
regards from the figure of Laura; and 
when the performance was concluded, 
complimented his daughter upon her im- 
proved style, and extended the ccmoieu- 
dation to the master, whose taste, assi- 
•duity, and judgment^ his Lordship af- 
firmed^ could not fail to ensure the most 
happy effect 

'* Miiedi sing trfes bien," replied the 
Signore, **for,EngUs lady: — le Signore 
Inglese/' added he, taking snuff with a 
simper, which was embellished by his half- 
closed eyelids, **^ le Signore Inglese sing 
like deir own vinter, all fross and snow— 
per essempio— when dey sing canzonette 
d'aroore, ou des chansons solatres, mi 
pare qu'elles s'endorment! But Miiedi, 
ynd my lesson, will sing avec beancoup 
de sentiment !^-^i^0Wy Miiedi, encore dis 

littel 
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littel duo sing wid me — ^^ Adorato mio 



ben " 

Thus encouraged, Lady Mary exerted 
her powers of sentiment, and really me- 
rited so perfectly, in this second etFort, 
the eulogium of the Sign ore Can tat ore, 
that Laura was confounded, the instruc- 
tor was in raptures, and Lord Glendarvon 
applauded both with hands and voice. 
' But il Signore Cantatore now again re- 
garded his watch, and declaring in a 
mixed phraseology of Italian, English, 
and French, that the yourig Countess 

of. was then impatiently waiting to 

receive her lesson, he withdrew. 

Lord Glendarvon did not appear by any 
means so well disposed to quit the place: 
he remained a considerable time after the 
patience of Laura was entirely exhausted, 
conversing on topics wholly uninteresting ^ 
to her; and ha\-ing taken occasion to ex- 
patiate very largely on the beauties of a 
little place he had lately purchased in the 
vicinity of the metropolis, he told his 
daughter he was preparing it to receive a 
5 vi^it 



r 
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visit from her, when the spring was ra- 
ther more advanced. 

'* Mrs. Bergarde will assist you in do- 
ing tlie honours of the place," added his 
Lordship, '* and I hope you will be able 
to induce your charming friend to accom- 
pany you." 

*' •Oh, I will not be denied!" ex- 
claimed Lady Mary: *' it shall be my 
first request to my dear Lauta, and she 
will not, I know, have the cruelty to 
mortify me by a refusal." 

Laura endeavoured to evade any fur- 
ther discussion of this proposal, by say- 
ing she would refer it to her friends. 

** Oh, I will entreat them so earnestly, 
that they shall not deny me, " returned the 
importunate Lady Mary, who had re- 
ceived a hundred pounds of her father 
about an hour before, with a promise of 
ah increase in her appoint meats. — *' Who 
must I apply to, my beloved Laura? I 
will not lose a day!" 

Distressed by this unexpected demand/ 
Laura sighed, and turned away; and her 
Bcw friend perceiving that her incon- 
siderate 
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siderate zeal had given her paiti, very 
adroitly spared her the mortification of 
attempting a reply, by hurrying to ano- 
ther subject. 

In a short time after, Lord Glendarvon, 
whose visit had been nncommonlv lon^r, 
left the house, and Laura was then per* 
initted to return to her apartment, where 
the recent enquiry of Lady Mary gave 
birth to very uneasy retlectiows, and she 
earnestly longed to question Mrs. HamiU 
ton upon a subject so important to her. 
She had some confused idea of having 
heard Mr. Rothemere mention guardians 
appointed in her infancy, but she knevf 
not that she possessed any property inde- 
pendent of the bounty of the Marquis, 
and she thought, in the present gloomy 
situation of affairs, it v^ould not be won- 
derfol if she should discover that no ar- 
rangement had been made for her sup- 
port : but she was compelled to retain 
this new inquietude until the following 
dav, for it was now too late to seek Mrs. 
Hanulton, 

The 
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The next morning then she had agam 
recourse to the favour of Fanny Meedon 
to obtain an attendant; and stealing out 
unobserved by Lady IMary, who might 
perliaps have desired to accompany her, 
she reached the house of her friend, and, 
to lier extreme disappointment, was told 
that she was not at home. Laura felt, 
however, so much interested ia the en- 
quiry she wished to urge, that ghe ven- 
tured to ask for Mr. Hamilton, and being 
conducted up stairs, he attended her. 

In some confusiour she then apologized 
for this step, but he interrupted her with 
an afBrmation that he received her em- 
bassy with pleasure, and was flattered that 
she had sent to him : yet, when she ad- 
verted to the question she meant to have 
put to his Lady, his aspect changed, and 
though he acknowledged having some in- 
formation of the guardianship she spoke 
of, he said she must require the particu- 
lars of Mrs. Hamilton. 

With this vague confirmation of her 

surmise, Laura was compelled for the 

I present 
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present to be satisfied; and Mr. Hamilton 
having parted from her at the door of his 
mansion, retired to the apartment shQ, 
had quitted, to reflect with indignation 
and regret, upon the injuries she had 
received from the Melville family; for 
though he had affected in her presence to 
be ignorant of her concerns, the interest 
his vir'^ife took in the child of Mrs. Rothe- 
mere had lately prompted him to enquire 
into the responsibility of the people ap- 

m 

. pointed by the Dowager Countess of 
Melville, to guard the property of Laura, 
settled upon her by the Marquis, before 
repeated prodigalities had dried up the 
sources of his liberality. Mr. Hamilton 

. then learned that one of these men had 
been a tradesman of the elder Lady Mel- 
ville, and that the other was an attorney 

- of notorious character, who at the time 
of the transaction had been a sort of 
factotum to her— steward, broker, money- 
borrower, lawyer, and adjuster of every 
intricate business in which the Countess 
was then engaged. 

The 
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The first &f tliese guardians liad died 
v'ithout hciis; and intestate; and. the 
&econ(l bavinfj nefariously withdrawn the 
"• money of his wan) from the public fund 
in which it h^d bten placed, was then in ^ ' 
the King's Beoch foi other spcctilations 
of the same nature. 
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